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Sermons for the Month of April 
DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


XXX. Heart oF Jesus, Hope or Att Wuo Dir 1n THEE 


It is a universal truth that all men must die. “It is appointed i 
unto men once to die, and after this, the Judgment” (Hebr. ix, 27). it} 
As Christians we know that after death we must appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ, Who will sentence us to an eternity of 
happiness or of woe. If at the moment of death we are in pos- hi 
session of God’s sanctifying grace, we shall behold Him face to any 
face in heaven. Perhaps we shall be detained for a time in the itt 
flames of purgatory on account of some venial sins, for which we HH 
have never been sorry, and which therefore are not forgiven, or ni 
else on account of temporal punishment still due to sin; but never- Hi 
theless a soul in the state of sanctifying grace at the moment of Hh 
death is assured of eternal happiness. If when we die we are not ia 
in God’s grace, and, after committing grievous sin, have not ob- i 
tained its remission either by a valid reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance or by perfect contrition, Christ will with absolute jus- 
tice condemn us to everlasting death, and we shall remain in hell, iM 
deprived forever of the contemplation of God. How much there- it 
for depends upon our state at death! The sentence given then is iif 
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irrevocable, as we read in the book of Ecclesiastes (xi, 3), “If the 
tree fall to the south, or to the north, in what place soever it shall 
fall, there shall it lie.” St. Bernard, commenting upon these words, 
says: “In Holy Scripture warmth and a pleasant climate generally 
have a good sense, and every kind of evil comes from the north, 
The tree is hewn down by death, and as it falls, so it lies. God will 
judge you where He finds you, and His decree will be unchanging 
and irrevocable” (Serm. 49 inter parvos). 

Although we know that our happiness or misery in eternity de- 
pends upon our condition at death, we are far too apt to forget it 
and think only of the present. The nearer the dreaded moment 
of death comes, and the more we realize that our end is approach- 
ing, the greater will be our alarm, if now we fail to think of the 
future. ‘“O death, how bitter is the remembrance of thee to a 
man that hath peace in his possessions!” (Eccl. xli, 1). We shall 
have to leave everything behind us, and therefore what we possess 
can afford us no consolation at the hour of death, but rather anx- 
iety and pain, if we still cling to worldly goods. In that terrible 
hour we need some better support on which to set our hopes, and 
this we find in the Sacred Heart, the hope of the dying, not indeed 
of all, but of those who, after honoring It in life, die in It, die, that 
is to say, in union with Christ through the grace of God. 

“O death, thy sentence is welcome to the man that is in need, 
and to him whose strength faileth, who is in a decrepit age and 
that is in care about all things, and to the distrustful that loseth 
patience” (Eccl. xli, 3). At the hour of death we shall all be 
weak and needy, but may we never be distrustful, without con- 
fidence in the gracious support of the Sacred Heart. May we not 
lose patience nor despair because of the physical suffering of our 
last illness, or our intense anxiety as to our future. 

“O death, thy sentence is welcome”; it alters our opinion of 
many things. Much will then appear to us important, that we 
previously disregarded; many actions will seem sinful, or at least 
wrong, which we recklessly performed, being blinded by our pas- 
sions and the spirit of worldliness, or led astray by others. We 
shall then feel inclined to say with the prophet: “I will recount to 
Thee all my years in the bitterness of my soul” (Is. xxxviii, 15); 
but will our repentance still avail us? We may be incapable of 
confessing all our sins and shortcomings, and shall we have grace 
enough to wipe out all our faults by an act of perfect contrition! 
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We should look forward to death with far greater hope and con- 
fidence, if now we made it our practice to respond loyally to the 
love of the Sacred Heart, to offer up all our actions to Christ and 
His Heavenly Father, and to be truly contrite for our sins because 
we love Him. 

“O death, thy sentence is welcome!” We shall then remember 
all the graces that we have received, all our opportunities of do- 
ing good, and all the right impulses given us by God. We shall con- 
sider what use we have made of all these graces, and shall have 
to acknowledge that we have often been ungrateful and have made 
very little response to God’s goodness. We shall recall also all our 
good actions from childhood onwards, our prayers, our reception 
of the Sacraments, our good works and the sacrifices that we have 
made. When we are confronted with death, all these things will 
seem poor and imperfect. We pray without zeal and devotion; we 
receive the Sacraments, if not unworthily, at least without sufficient 
preparation. Our thanksgiving for them is cold and hurried, as 
our minds are full of our daily cares and interests. We are not 
zealous in good works, and we often sin by disobedience, pride and 
want of charity. Even if we do not sin grievously against purity, 
we ought to struggle more energetically against temptations, and by 
stricter self-control and modesty prevent the poison of impurity 
from gaining access to our minds. If we give alms or do any other 
work of charity, we often have some bad, ulterior motive, and do 
not seek only God’s honor, but perhaps desire some worldly ad- 
vantage or the gratification of our own vanity. The sacrifice of 
our property, or of our convenience, required by the Church, is 
made grudgingly and with repugnance. When death overtakes us, 
and we perceive all these faults and imperfections, and know that 
in course of time we have forgotten many others, where shall we 
find consolation? If anything can comfort us, and to some extent 
reassure us, it is the love of the Sacred Heart and the infinite multi- 
tude of Its merits. Jesus allowed His Heart to be opened after 
His death, and this fact ought to encourage us to dwell therein, 
in the treasure house of His merits, so that finally we may also die 
there. If we take pains constantly to acquire a better knowledge 
of the Sacred Heart, by contemplating its riches and perfections, 
we shall find in it provision for all our necessities, compensation 
for all our deficiencies and hope at the hour of death. “Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord” (Apoc. xiv, 13). We may express 
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the true meaning of these words thus: Blessed are those who die 
in the Heart of Jesus, after having venerated it in life and being 
united with it by loving fidelity. Those who have a real devotion 
to the Sacred Heart will find it a sure hope in death, and they have 
reason to believe that the grace of final perseverance will be given 
to them. 

Yet before we reach our goal and win our final victory, we may 
have to endure many conflicts, and most of us will encounter 
temptations in our last hour, for the devil will not yet have lost 
all hope of destroying us, and he will still be able to disturb our 
peace by filling us with terrible fears. He tries to bring souls to 
despair by reminding them of past sins, and will not allow them to 
put aside all sinful clinging to things of earth and to think solely of 
what lies before them in the future. “O death, how bitter is the 
remembrance of thee!” 

“What alarm wilt thou feel, O my soul!” says St. Bernard, 
“when thou hast left all whose presence was welcome, whose ap- 
pearance was pleasing and intercourse with whom was familiar to 
thee, and thou must go forth alone into an unknown region and see 
the powers of evil approaching thee. Who will come to thine aid 
on that day of dire necessity? Who will defend thee from the 
roaring monsters ready to devour thee? Who will be thy guide and 
comforter? My sons, let us remember our last end, that we may 
not fall into sin” (S. Bernardi sermo 28 de divers. de eo quod 
legitur in Job v, 19). 

If you have been devoted to the Heart of Jesus during your life, 
you will have no need to fear at death, but can say with the Psalm- 
ist: “If armies in camp should stand together against me, my 
heart shall not fear; if a battle should rise up against me, in this 
(the Sacred Heart) will I be confident” (Ps. xxvi, 3). There 
shall I be safe and sheltered from every danger; it is my strong- 
hold, provided with all possible means of defence. There can I 
find comfort when all human and earthly resources fail, and when 
my soul must prepare to pass into eternity and appear before the 
judgment-seat of Christ. It will have to undergo a strict trial, 
and in His omniscience the Divine Judge knows far more clearly 
than the soul itself all its past life, its sins and omissions. All its 
guilt it revealed to Him and with perfect justice He will determine 
the reward or the punishment to be assigned to it. May we not 
well exclaim in the words of the psalm: “If Thou, O Lord, will 
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mark iniquities; Lord, who shall stand it?” (Ps. cxxix, 3). We 
shall have to give an account of every action, every idle word and 
every sinful thought. Yet those who honor the Sacred Heart 
have ground for firm hope and confidence. Even David consoled 
himself with the thought that with the Lord there was merci- 
ful forgiveness, and in the same way those who have honored the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus can turn to Him and say: “Lord, I have 
often invoked and venerated Thy most Sacred Heart, I have called 
upon Thee, saying: “Heart of Jesus, be not unto me a judge, but 
a Saviour.” Hear my prayer now when I flee from the stern 
anger of my Judge to the mercy of my Redeemer. There is still 
time. Give me the grace of true and perfect contrition. Once 
more let me adore the Heart of the Son of God, the Heart of 
my Saviour and my King. Thou, O Jesus, art my supreme good, 
I love Thee above all things. For the sake of Thine infinite merits 
forgive me all my sins; I accent death as a just punishment for 
them. Whatever pain I may still have to endure, I will bear pa- 
tiently in union with the agony that Thou didst suffer during Thy 
Sacred Passion. 

Shall we be so happy as to die in the state of grace, with these 
dispositions, and surrendering ourselves in the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus? We cannot tell with absolute certainty. God can show 
mercy even to the greatest sinners, as we see in the case of the 
good thief, to whom Jesus, whilst hanging on the Cross, promised 
admission to Paradise. He has the best prospect of a happy death, 
who during life has prepared to die, especially if he has been de- 
voted to the Sacred Heart. As we live, so do we die, or, in the 
words of Holy Scripture that I have already quoted: “If the tree 
fall to the south, or to the north, in what place soever it shall fall, 
there shall it lie.’ St. Bernard, commenting on this passage, re- 
marks: “If you would know in which direction the tree will fall, 
observe its branches, and be sure that it will fall on the side where 
they are largest and most luxurious” (Serm. 49 inter parvos). 
If the general tendency of a man’s actions is toward what is good, 
at the end he will fall in the right direction. Every day should 
be a preparation for death. As a pious writer says: “A religious 
(and, we may add, every other man) ought to reckon up the 
single moments of his life and take care in all his actions to do 
right and avoid evil, saying to himself: “Wouldst thou act thus, 
if thou wert soon to die?” (Specul. monach, int. opp. s. Bernardi). 
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Let us be guided by this rule, let us be prudent enough to re 
member our last end, and let us be zealous lovers of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. We read in the Gospel how the Lord said to the 
faithful servant: “Well done, good and faithful servant; because 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will place thee over 
many things” (Matt. xxv, 21). He who rightly honors the Heart 
of Jesus, is steward over not small but great treasures. He joins 
in the praise offered by angels and saints in glory to the Sacred 
Heart; he obtains grace to be pure, humble and obedient, and to 
practise other virtues also; he prays that the wealth of the Sacred 
Heart may bestowed upon those of his fellowmen who are sick, 
suffering or tempted, and he implores the conversion of sinners, 
and begs the merciful Heart of Jesus to grant consolation to the 
poor souls in purgatory. Whoever thus by means of earnest 
prayer seeks to apply the merits of the Sacred Heart to himself 
and others, will be heard equally well when he prays for the grace 
of final perseverance, and may hope that he, too, like the faithful 
servant in the parable, will hear his master’s voice saying: “Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord” (Matt. xxv, 23). Like the royal 
singer of old, he may exclaim with delight: “Thou, O Lord, singu- 
larly hast settled me in hope” (Ps. iv, 10). Thou hast granted me 
a dwelling and resting place in Thy Most Sacred Heart, where I 
may find relief in every trouble, “When I was in distress, Thou 
hast enlarged me” (ibid. v, 2); and there at my last hour “in peace 
in the selfsame I will sleep and I will rest” (ibid. v, 9). In life 
Thy Heart is my refuge and my hope, and in death it will be to 
me the entrance into Paradise. O Sacred Heart, Thou hope of all 
who die in Thee, Thou art my support in life and my comfort in 
death. Amen. 





MATERIAL FOR SERMONS TO CHILDREN 


A YEAR’S COURSE ON THE COMMANDMENT OF THE 
LOVE OF THE NEIGHBOR* ‘ 


VI. Tue PRoTEcTION oF INNOCENCE 


God bids parents to be holy that their children, too, may live 
in holiness. It is their duty to see that you are good, but you must 
also take care to be holy. 


I. Innocence 


(a) Purity of body. Your bodies are of the earth, like Adam’s, 
but they have been sanctified. At your baptism you were anointed 
on your breast, back and head, and thus your body was conse- 
crated to God, in the same way as is an altar. At our Lord’s bap- 
tism the Holy Ghost came down visibly in the form of a dove, 
but to you He came invisibly, to take up His abode in your body, 
as He does in a temple of God. Since the day of your baptism you 
have carried God within you, and so St. Paul says: “Know you 
not that your members are the temple of the Holy Ghost, who 
isin you?” (1 Cor. vi, 19). He dwells within us only as long as" 
we keep our bodies pure and holy. 

(b) Purity of soul. The soul is far more precious than the 
body; it is made in the likeness of God, and the possession of a 
soul renders you most precious in His sight. At your baptism this 
soul was enriched with heavenly treasures, and a white cloth, the 
symbol of innocence and grace, was laid upon you, with the words: 
“Receive this white garment, and see that thou carry it without 
stain before the judgment-seat of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thou 
mayst have eternal life.” 

Baptism makes you like our Saviour, and in your soul you be- 
come an image of Him, At His baptism God spoke from the 
cloud, saying: “This is my beloved Son,” and after your baptism 
God regarded you as His adopted child. But you continue to re- 
semble Christ, and to be the abode of the Holy Ghost only as long 
as your soul remains pure and innocent. 


*Each issue will, like the present, bring an instalment calculated to furnish 
matter for the sermons at the Children’s Mass on the Sundays of the month. 


593 











504 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 





God will not abide in an impure soul, for He says: “Be holy, 
because I am holy” (Lev. xi, 44). A chaste, 7. e. pure soul is 
a great treasure, “no price is worthy of a continent (or clean) sou!” 
(Eccl. xxvi, 6). Hence David says: “Thou hast made man a 
little less than the angels, thou hast crowned him with glory and 
honor” (Ps. viii, 6). Purity of soul is worth more than all the 
good things of this world, as our Saviour told us when He said: 
“What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and suffer 
the loss of his soul?” Innocence is a more magnificent ornament 
than gold and jewels; it adorns God’s favorites, and makes the 
angels and saints love them. Hence St. John Chrysostom says: 
“Rejoice and exult in your innocence.” It was of innocent chil- 
dren that our Saviour said: “Let the little ones come unto me, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” He who loses his inno- 
cence, loses a priceless treasure; he drives God out of his heart, 
and makes of it a dwelling for the devil. 


Modesty 


Modesty is a strong protection of innocence. When Adam and 
Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit in Paradise, they suddenly per- 
ceived that they were naked, so they twisted large fig-leaves to- 
gether, and made aprons to cover themselves, and then hid among 
the bushes from the face of God. God called Adam, and said to 
him: “Where art thou?” And Adam answered: “I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” God asked: “Who hath 
told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the for- 
bidden fruit?’ Adam replied: “The woman . . . gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat.” (Tell the rest of the story . . . Finally God 
gave them garments of skins, and cast them out of Paradise.) 

After Adam and Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit, they be- 
came ashamed and afraid to appear naked before God. Modesty 
made them feel that they had lost the robe of innocence, which 
had been theirs hitherto. What did they do? They made gar- 
ments of fig-leaves, using the enormous leaves of the pisang of 
Egyptian figtree. Yet even so their bodies were not sufficiently 
covered, for Adam still complained of being naked, and at last 
God gave each of them a garment made of skins. As soon as 
Adam and Eve had sinned, they felt shame. You, too, fedl 
ashamed whenever you do anything immodest, and this sense of 
shame warns you that you are in danger of losing your purity of 
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heart. We ought always to listen to this warning, and then we 
shall preserve our innocence. Ask yourself often: “Must I be 
ashamed to think that God, or my guardian angel, or my parents 
and teachers know what I am doing?” You will soon know if you 
are doing right or wrong. Their sense of modesty taught Adam 
and Eve that they must cover their bodies, and you know quite 
well that you must not unduly uncover yourself; it is not 
decent to uncover yourself in the presence of other people, unless 
it is absolutely necessary. When you are dressing and undressing 
you should take care never to be indecent; you would surely be 
ashamed to let people see you naked, and far more ought you to 
be ashamed to let God see you acting indecently. When you get 
into bed, cover yourself up; cross your hands upon your breast, 
and go to sleep with a prayer on your lips. In the morning get 
up as soon as you wake; it is bad to lie awake and idle in bed. 

If you go out to bathe, be careful to behave so that you will 
not mind who sees you. When Moses knew that God was present 
in the burning bush on Mount Horeb, he covered his face in rev- 
erence. You ought to remember that God is present everywhere, 
and out of reverence for Him and the Holy Ghost dwelling in 
your soul, keep your body decently covered; one who goes about 
uncovered is scorned and despised by people, and it must certainly 
displease the Holy Ghost to see your body, which is His temple, de- 
spised. The temple of God must be holy; therefore be careful never 
to desecrate it. 

Loss of Innocence 


(a) Through the eyes. When Noe came out of the Ark, he 
planted a vineyard, but he did not know that wine could do him 
harm, so he drank too much of it, and fell down intoxicated and 
with his clothes disordered. Cham saw his father in this state, 
laughed, and went to tell his brothers, but Sem and Japhet behaved 
better, for they took a cloak and covered their father. 

Cham sinned by laughing at a disgusting sight; he ought to have 
acted like his brothers, who, we are told, walked backwards, that 
they might not see their father’s nakedness when they covered him. 
We ought to follow their example, and never look at any indecent 
or disgusting sights. If you are ever minding little children, you 
should teach them to behave properly. Only your father and 
mother and the doctor are ever allowed to see your body. Some- 
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times you may catch sight of nasty pictures; if this happens acci- 
dentally and you turn at once your eyes away, no harm is done; 
but if you take pleasure in looking at them, you are committing a 
sin against the Holy Ghost, for your eyes are part of your body, 
which is His temple, created for the service of God. So keep watch 
over your eyes, and do not let them rest on anything bad and in- 
decent. 

(b) Through the mouth. Cham laughed at Noe, and talked 
about what he had seen. 

If it is a great sin to look at anything indecent, it is a greater 
sin to talk about it. Many children do not hesitate to speak of nasty 
things, yet our Saviour said that we shall have to give an account 
of every unprofitable word that we utter. What will become of 
people who speak about impure things, that are offensive to God, 
and drive His Holy Spirit out of their hearts? St. Paul says that 
uncleanness should no so much as be named among us, “as be- 
cometh Saints” (Eph. v, 3). Never let a word pass from your 
lips that you would be ashamed to let your guardian angel, your par- 
ents or the priest hear. “Let no evil speech proceed from your 
mouth .. . and grieve not the Holy Spirit of God” (Eph. iv, 29, 
30). Let all that you say be to God’s glory, and beware of all im- 
pure conversations and songs. Keep a close watch over your lips, 
and try to avoid evil. 

(c) Through the ears. Cham told his brothers about their 
father’s drunkenness, but Sem and Japhet were not pleased, they 
were sorry that Cham should talk about such a thing, and they 
probably scolded him. 

Just as you ought not to talk about indecent things, so you ought 
not to listen when others talk about them. If you are not quite 
sure whether the words that you hear are good or bad, you can 
easily find out in this way: think whether you could repeat them to 
your parents, teachers or priests without feeling ashamed. If you 
cannot, you may be certain that there is something wrong about 
them. If you accidentally hear any immodest conversation, you are 
not to blame if you do not listen to it with pleasure; but if you 
delight in hearing such things, you certainly commit a sin. Turn 
away from any bad words and pictures, and if your companions in- 
dulge in indecent words, show your displeasure, and avoid having 
anything more to do with them. You may repeat what you have 
heard to your parents, teachers and priests, but not to other chil- 
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dren. Only good words ought to be heard in the temple of the 
Holy Ghost. 

(d) Through thoughts. lf you happen to see, hear or read 
anything indecent, and evil thoughts assail, what ought you to do? 
The Jews used to bring cattle for sale into the forecourt of the 
temple, and, what with the lowing of the cattle, and the shouting 
of sellers and buyers, there was such a noise that prayer was im- 
possible. Our Saviour was indignant at the disturbance; can you 
tell me what He did to restore order in the temple? The cattle 
traders desecrated the temple very much in the same way as evil 
thoughts desecrate our hearts. Whoever encourages bad thoughts 
is making his soul, that should be the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
foul and dirty, just as the cattle dirtied the forecourt of the temple 
in Jerusalem. Evil thoughts are an insult to the Holy Ghost, and 
He is angry when His dwelling place is made disgusting; He will 
leave us and deprive us of His grace. 

You ought to drive out all bad thoughts with all energy, as our 
Saviour drove out the cattle and the dealers. There must be enmity 
between us and the devil. You remember how in Paradise God 
said that He would put enmities between the devil and our Lady; 
we all want to be children of Mary, not children of the devil, 
therefore we must hate the devil and all his wickness; we must 
not let him take possession of our hearts. A sentry watches lest 
the enemy should attack, and a brave soldier fights against the 
foe, and we must be on our guard and fight against the devil. 
If we encourage bad thoughts we shall be cowards and traitors, 
opening the door to our worst enemy. The devil must not get the 
upper hand; the Holy Ghost ought to rule in our hearts. St. James 
tells us to resist the devil and he will fly from us. Do not listen 
to his temptations and do not allow yourselves to delight in what is 
sinful. 


The Consequences of Immodesty 


When Noe woke up, and learned what Cham had done, he an- 
nounced: “A servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.” 
This curse was fulfilled, and Cham’s descendants have been slaves. 
How did God punish the people who lived at Noe’s time? How 
were the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrha destroyed? 

King Balthasar ventured to drink out of the sacred vessels, stolen 
from the Temple at Jerusalem, and the same night he was over- 
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thrown and killed. Whoever stains his soul with impurity, commits a 
worse sin even than Balthasar; he is desecrating the temple of God, 
whereas St. Paul tells us that we ought to glorify and hear God in 
our bodies (1 Cor. vi, 20). Heavy penalties are imposed upon those 
who desecrate holy things. “If any man violate the temple of God, 
him shall God destroy, for the temple of God is holy, which you are.” 
(1 Cor. iii, 16). Even in this life God punishes shameless men with 
sickness and suffering, and many strong, healthy boys and girls be- 
come helpless cripples and die young, because they have led vicious 
lives. Others fall into poverty and want, and die in misery. Our 
Lord told us that nothing unclean can enter heaven, and St. John 
writes in the Apocalypse (xxi, 8) that the wicked shall have their 
portion in the pool burning with fire and brimstone. At the last 
day all sins will be revealed, and even in this world it is not pos- 
sible to conceal wrong-doing. Remember that innocence once lost 
cannot be regained, and it is the most precious treasure in your 
soul. 
Protection of Innocence—Chastity 


How can we protect our innocence? 

(a) By self-discipline. Eve thought that it would be a great 
thing to eat the forbidden fruit; she did not control her desire for 
it, but ate the fruit and sinned. The people before the deluge were 
given to sloth and luxury and committed all sorts of sins, so God 
destroyed them. 

Our bodies like to have good things to eat and drink, and to be 
idle and comfortable, but they must be forced to obey our souls, 
which ought to be good, pure, industrious and holy. How can we 
make our bodies obey our souls? Our Saviour has taught us the 
way; He fasted for forty days as our example. We can make our 
bodies obedient by means of fasting. When you are inclined to 
eat and drink more than you should, you must say to yourself: “I 
have had enough.” When you are tempted to look at something 
improper, you must check yourself. When you hear foul conver- 
sation, you must turn away. If you are tempted to utter bad words, 
you must forbid your lips to talk. If you feel lazy, spur yourself 
on to work, and if your body is in any way inclined to sin, give it 
plenty of work, and also force it to do penance. 

In this way you can compel your body to recognize the soul as 
its master, entitled to give orders, which it is bound to obey. 
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(b) Avoid bad companions. We ought to be ready to sacrifice 
even money and position in order to avoid bad company. Our 
Saviour said: “If thy right eye scandalize thee, pluck it out and cast 
it from thee” (Matt. v, 29). Sight is a precious possession, but 
Christ tells us that it is better to be blind than to sin. “If thy 
right hand scandalize thee, cut it off and cast it from thee.” We 
earn our living with our hands, and without them we should be 
unable to work, yet our Lord says that it is better to be a useless 
cripple than to sin. It is better to shun evil than to fall into it. 
When temptation overtakes you, fly from it at all costs. Do not 
think that you will be able to resist it. One rotten apple is enough 
to make a barrel of others rot, but a barrel of sound apples have 
never yet made one rotten apple good again. A bad companion is 
like a rotten apple. Avoid people and children who do what you 
know is wrong, and make friends only with those who are good. 

(c) Pray for help. If we always remember that God is present 
everywhere, we are not likely to fall into sin. Idleness is the 
beginning of much evil, therefore be industrious, and then the 
tempter will not have much opportunity to approach. Should he 
however torment you at your work, make the sign of the Cross, 
and Satan will leave you alone. He is your enemy, and if ever 
he fills your mind with his wicked thoughts, and you want some one 
to help you. have recourse to our Lady. She trod the wicked serpent 
underfoot, and she will help you to overcome your temptations. 
Ask her aid and say: “My Queen and my Mother, I give thee all 
myself, and, to show my devotion to thee, I consecrate to thee this 
day my eyes, ears, mouth, heart, myself, wholly and without re- 
serve. Wherefore, O loving Mother, as I am thine own, keep me, 
defend me, as thy property and thine own possession.” (Forty days 
Indulgence, if used in time of temptation. Pius ix, 1851.) 

Call upon St. Joseph, too, whose life was so pure and holy that 
he is represented with a white lily in his hand; he will gladly help 
you to avoid sin. 

Your guardian angel is always ready to assist you, he will not 
fail you. 

Once during a storm, our Lord was asleep in a boat, and His 
disciples, being afraid, woke Him, saying: “Lord, save us, we 
perish.” He spoke only a few words, and the storm ceased. When 
there is a storm of temptation raging in our hearts, and we are 
afraid of falling into sin, let us call upon our Saviour, as the 
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disciples did, saying :“Lord, save us, we perish.” He will com- 
mand the storms to cease, and will order the devil to desist. Yoy 
should form the habit of saying little prayers, such as: “Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, I give you my heart and my soul.” “Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, help me. May I rather die than sin.” 

No storm can harm us as long as Christ dwells in our hearts, 
Invite Him often to be your guest in Holy Communion; He wishes 
so much to come to you, for He loves children. No temptation 
can overpower you whilst He is with you. 


On Causing Others to Sin 


“Be ye holy, for I am holy.” At our baptism we were all made 
holy, and we ought to remain so. Alas for us if we are the cause 
of loss of holiness in others! Read Matt. xviii, 1-10. 

“Whosoever shall humble himself as this little child, he is the 
greater in the kingdom of heaven.” What does this mean? A 
child is humble, when he knows that he is small and unimportant, 
but in our Saviour’s sight he may be greater than a king. “He that 
shall receive one such little child in my name, receiveth me.” What- 
soever kindness we show to a child for Christ’s sake, is regarded as 
a kindness shown to our Lord Himself. He is the Son of the 
Father, and at baptism every infant is made a child of God, and our 
Saviour looks upon it as His little brother or sister. The soul of 
an innocent child resembles our Divine Lord, Who loves it as His 
own likeness. In God’s sight a child’s soul is most precious. We 
take great care of things that we consider valuable, that they may 
not be lost or spoiled. God has appointed His holy angels to take 
care of children’s souls, and that shows us how precious these 
souls must be, since they have such glorious protectors. But these 
precious souls are tarnished and spoiled by sin,. just as a valuable 
picture is spoiled if it is soiled. Would you not be angry with some- 
one who had destroyed a thing that you valued very much? Of 
course you would be angry, and God is angry with those who in- 
tentionally lead children into sin, and the angels grieve when the 
treasure entrusted to them is injured. Think how sad our Saviour 
must be, when an innocent soul is corrupted; each soul cost Him 
more than millions of money, for He redeemed it with His own 
Blood. 

Terrible punishments are inflicted upon all who teach children to 
do wrong. Our Saviour says that any man who scandalizes a child 
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had better be drowned in the depths of the sea. To scandalize means 
to make wicked. These words were uttered by our Lord, Who de- 
livered many people from sickness and suffering, and yet He de- 
clared that whoever made a child sin ought to have a millstone 
hanged about his neck and be drowned in the sea. Why? Then 
he could do no mischief and lead no one into sin, and that would 
be better for him than to continue in his wickedness. One who 
makes another do wrong acts like the serpent in Paradise, and will 
be cast into hell with the devil. Our Saviour, wishing to save men 
from this fate, says that they had better die. 

“See that you despise not one of these little ones.” We must 
remember that little children are made in God’s likeness, so we 
ought to love and reverence them, for the holy angels are watch- 
ing over them. Do not forget these angels, and then you will 
be afraid to lead an innocent child into evil. How easy it is to 
teach a child evil! If you use naughty words, your little brother 
will copy you. If you talk about nasty things, your little sister 
will listen, and repeat what you have said. If you do anything bad 
before other children, they will imitate you; you will have led 
them astray, and their guardian angels will accuse you before the 
throne of God, and bring down His anger upon you. You be- 
come the accomplices of the devil whenever you teach others to sin. 
God said that He would put enmities between the devil and Adam’s 
descendants. We cannot be friends with the devil, that is too fear- 
fula thought. Let us rather help the good angels who watch over 
innocent children. Just as the angels put good thoughts into their 
young minds, so let us teach our little brothers and sisters and 
friends nothing but good; and as the angels guard them from evil, 
let us be careful to assist the angels in their holy work. Let us try 
to help others to be good and holy, and then we shall receive a 
very great reward, for our Saviour will say: “Whatsoever you have 
done to a little child for my sake, you have done to me,” and He 
will reward us accordingly. 
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CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY AND THE MODERN 
WORLD 


From the Norwegian of Rev. K. Krocu-Tonnine, D.D. 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD 


“Jesus answered them and said: Amen, amen, I say to you, you seek me, 
not because you have seen miracles, but because you did eat of the loaves, 
and were filled”—John vi, 26 

After our Lord had fed the five thousand in the wilderness, the 
people displayed great enthusiasm and said: “This is of a truth 
the prophet that is to come into the world.” They even talked of 
making Him king, intending to use force, in case of His resistance, 
but Jesus withdrew Himself and fled alone to the mountains, where 
He passed the night. The next day the excited multitude came 
to look for Him, for Jesus was then at the height of His popu- 
larity. He knew quite well what had kindled all this enthusiasm: 
“You seek me,” He said, “because you did eat of the loaves and 
were filled.” This was the sort of king whom they desired to have, 
one who could give them all that they needed for their life in 
this world. 

I. Materialism. Was there anything surprising in their desire? 
Certainly not; many people in every age never give a thought to 
anything beyond this world. Worldliness. displays itself, however, 
under various forms. Some seriously maintain that the world alone 
has any real existence, and that all the teaching of Christianity is 
nonsense, because there is no God; man does not, they say, possess 
an immortal soul, and so it is absurd to talk about life after death. 
Why, they ask, should we worry about God, the soul or a future 
life? We are too sensible to trouble about mere figments of the 
imagination; we think only of realities, of what we actually see, 
hear and taste. We may have to die to-morrow, and then all 
will be over; we shall go out, and cease to exist, like the flame of a 
candle that is blown out. The moral deduced from this theory is: 
Let us eat of the bread and be filled; then we shall be contented, 
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especially if we can eat, drink and sleep in comfort, and have all 
that conduces to our ease and enjoyment. 

This is the lowest form of worldliness, that desires an existence 
not much above that of a cat or a dog, content to bask before a 
warm fire, or perhaps of a cow, chewing the cud after she has eaten 
her fill in a grassy meadow. The animals too might say: “We have 
eaten and are filled, and therefore we are happy.” Just at the 
present time this form of worldliness is not fashionable, being re- 
garded by some as too coarse, by others as too daring in its as- 
sertions regarding God, the soul, and the future life. 

II. Positivism. It is considered more correct to say: “We are 
too modest to arrive at any definite conclusion. Your conception 
of God is exalted, and we respect it. Your idea of the soul is 
very beautiful, and we like to picture it as a sort of butterfly with 
gorgeous wings, hovering above the earth. The theory of there 
being a life after death appeals to us very much, especially if we 
may assume that the soul will be happy, that there is no such thing 
as punishment for sin, and that God is so merciful that He bestows 
happiness indiscriminately upon all men. Still,” they argue, “we 
know nothing at all on these subjects; all your theories are dreams 
and fancies. There may be some truth in them, but it is equally 
possible that there is none. The conclusion is therefore almost 
identical with that at which materialists arrive: There is no object 
in living for God or in thinking about the soul, since we know 
nothing about them, and it is better to abide by what is certain, 
i, é. by this world, and not to trouble about much else. Let us 
follow our calling, play our part in society, accept temporal advan- 
tages and pleasures when they fall to our lot, and do our best to 
live as honorable and upright men, until the time comes for us 
to pass into the great All or the great Nothing, to surrender our 
souls to God, perhaps, but we do not know.” This is a fashionable 
form of worldliness, that proves very attractive to many people. 

III. Indifference. Our Lord’s followers were not worldly in the 
sense that we have been discussing. They believed thoroughly in 
God, the soul, and life after death. To this extent no fault could 
be found with them; they were quite orthodox in their faith. But 
this faith had no bearing upon their life; they believed in heaven, 
but lived for this world; they cared but little for the true bread 
from heaven, that Jesus offered them, and fixed all their desires 
on the loaves with which he could feed them in the wilderness. 
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Theirs was the worldliness of indifference ; and there are thousands 
resembling them at the present day; there are thousands who accept 
all the truths of Christianity, but they never dream of living in 
accordance with these truths, or, if ever the idea occurs to them, 
it is when something happens to rouse their emotions, and has no 
permanence. Yet there are worse forms of worldliness than in- 
difference. 

IV. Hypocrisy. At the time of our Lord there were many people 
who were worldly, although to some extent they lived in accord- 
ance with their religious opinions. Unless we honestly try to live 
for God, and to save our souls, all the zeal that we display is 
hypocritical. There is no worse form of worldliness than that of 
the hypocrite, and nothing is more hateful to God than hypocrisy, 
nor is anything more dangerous to ourselves since this kind of 
worldliness not only looks like fear of the Lord, but often causes 
self-deception, so that we are apt to believe ourselves to be indeed 
God’s servants. 

V. Conclusion. What opinion ought we to express regarding 
all these varieties of worldliness? We must acknowledge that none 
of them “endureth unto life everlasting.” Our Lord bids us labor 
for the meat which endureth, but the world with all its pleasures 
and honors cannot give us everlasting life; and hence it cannot 
satisfy us. But how do we know that we are destined to live for 
ever? Christ, His Apostles and His Church, by the mouth of her 
priests, doctors and saints, all assure us that this is so; but, besides 
these, our own consciousness bears testimony to our immortality. 
If hitherto you have refused to accept the evidence of your own 
soul, you will with terror realize its truth, when misfortune and 
death overtake you. 

The meat which endureth unto life everlasting comes from 
heaven, and not from earth. Jesus tells us what it is: “I am the 
bread of life which cometh down from heaven. Your fathers did 
eat manna in the desert, and are dead... if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever.” If you are in earnest about your 
faith and your desire to live for God, you will learn by expeti- 
ence how completely this bread can satisfy all the cravings of your 
soul. Countless Saints who have served God faithfully have ex- 
perienced its efficacy; let us, too, pray like the Jews, though in an- 
other sense and with more ardent longing: “Lord, give us always 
this bread.” 
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PASSION SUNDAY 
VIA DOLOROSA 


“And he said to them: Doubtless you will say to me this similitude: 
Physician, heal thyself. As great things as we have heard done in Caphar- 
naum, do also here in thy own country.”—Luke iv, 23. 


There is in Jerusalem a street known as the Via dolorosa, be- 
cause Jesus Christ is believed to have carried His cross along it, 
on His way from Pilate’s house to Golgotha. During Passiontide 
the Church bids us remember particularly the Passion and Death 
of our Lord; but His whole life on earth was a Via dolorosa, a path 
of suffering. It was through pain that God brought Him to glory. 
“It became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, who had brought many children into glory, to perfect the 
author of their salvation, by His Passion” (Hebr ii, 10). It is 
most important therefore for us and all who are friends of Christ 
to remember that we must follow Him on the path of suffering, 
so that if we suffer with Him, we may be also glorified with Him 
(Rom. viii, 17). This is the condition upon which depends our 
being glorified with Christ; we too must tread the Via dolorosa, 
since otherwise we cannot attain to glory. 

I. The Jews were annoyed because Jesus worked no miracles in 
Nazareth, where His home was situated, and yet did many wonder- 
ful works at Capharnaum and elsewhere. Hence in to-day’s Gospel 
we read that He exclaimed: “You will say to me... as great 
things as we have heard done in Capharnaum, do also here in thy 
own country.” He went on to remind the Jews of facts recorded in 
the Old Testament. When there was a terrible famine in Israel, 
God sent His prophet to a pagan, not to an Israelite woman, that 
she might save him. And although there were many lepers in Israel 
in the time of Eliseus, none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman 
the Syrian. 

Does God act blindly and arbitrarily? Why did He not show 
favor to His own people? The answer is simple and obvious: Israel 
had to atone for its sins, but the pagans found mercy because 
they believed the Word of God. Capharnaum was permitted to 
behold God’s glory, but Jesus could work no miracles in Nazareth 
and other places, because of the unbelief of the inhabitants. 

Over and over again we find that those who belong to the true 
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Church or who have once really accepted the faith, think that 
they have a right to enjoy certain privileges, which cannot always 
be conferred upon them. Thus they cannot invariably be preserved 
from suffering, and when their hopes are frustrated, they are apt 
to despond, and it seems to them quite inexplicable that some- 
times their chastisement is unusually severe. 

II. God does not fail to help His servants in their time of need; 
nor did Jesus begrudge working miracles in Nazareth. God is not 
devoid of compassion when you are in sorrow, or blind to your 
misery, or deaf to your prayers for help. He gives us gladly all 
that is good for us, otherwise He could not call Himself our 
Father, or say that He loves us more dearly than a mother loves 
her babe. If He did not love us, He would not have sent His 
Son to redeem us. If only you had faith—not the dead faith that 
does not go beyond mere emotions and meaningless words, but 
the true, living faith, that manifests itself in love and obedience, 
you would behold God’s glory in your heart, your home, your daily 
work and trials. 

But our Father in Heaven is just, and holiness and justice are 
His attributes no less than love and mercy. Hence wherever there 
is sin, He inflicts punishment, not only on His foes, who believe 
not in Him, but also on His children who believe. 

III. Some people fancy that Christ underwent all the punish- 
ment, both temporal and eternal, that was due to our sins. There- 
fore, God has laid all the punishment required by His justice, on 
One Who was innocent, and has allowed the guilty to go scot 
free. No human being ought to be liable to any penalty, since 
Christ suffered for all. But God has so ordered matters that be- 
lievers alone benefit by Christ’s atonement, and hence it follows 
that all who believe ought to be exempt from all punishment, tem- 
poral as well as eternal. Should God inflict any chastisement upon 
believers, He would be acting like a usurer, who first exacted 
repayment of a loan from the sureties, and then extorted the same 
sum over again from his debtor. 

If this opinion were correct, and if God remitted all punishment, 
temporal as well as eternal, for Christ’s sake, the faith-healers, 
who attracted so much attention a few years ago, would have right 
on their side. They argue thus: If you have faith, you are free 
from all temporal punishment of sin, all suffering and all disease. 
A believer cannot be ill, and if sickness attacks him, it is a sign 

















SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 517 


wat he is deficient in faith ; therefore if he can but have faith enough, 
he will be cured forthwith. If the faithhealers fail to effect a cure, 
the blame rests not with them, but with the sick person, who either 
cannot or will not believe. All who believe have a right to be spared 
sickness and every kind of temporal suffering, and so if any malady 
assails them, God is bound to deliver them from it, either by natural 
or by miraculous means; and therefore the professional healers 
consider themselves commissioned to perform such miracles. 

If this theory were correct, and a logical deduction were drawn 
from these arguments, a fanatical sect, that originated some years 
ago, would also be in the right. They went so far as to maintain 
that a believer could not die, but must be exempt from bodily 
death, since Christ died for him, and God does not impose the death 
penalty twice. Whenever any member of the sect died, the sur- 
vivors were much astonished, and could only assume that they had 
been mistaken in supposing him to be a believer. 

Some estimable people tell us that their sense of justice is out- 
raged by the idea that God has laid the chastisement for sin upon 
the innocent, in such a way as to release the guilty from at least 
everlasting punishment due to it. If such men are not taught the 
true doctrine on this subject, they are likely to lose their faith and 
abandon Christianity, and thus the Church is deprived of honest 
but unenlightened souls, who might have been her loyal supporters, 
had they been better instructed. 

IV. How can we account for the sufferings that overtake God’s 
children in this world? Those who do not accept the teaching of 
the Church, answer this question in many different ways. Some 
say that God allowed our Saviour to pay the whole penalty, in 
order to deliver us from all punishment, including the temporal. 
But, seeing discipline to be good for us, He lets us suffer just as 
though He regarded us as guilty, whereas for Christ’s sake He 
looks upon us as perfectly innocent. This line of thought seems 
to involve a strange inconsistency. Suppose a father were to say to 
his son: “You have behaved well, and I have no fault to find with 
you, but I think a whipping might do you good.” Might not the 
boy who was flogged have ground for complaint? If God has 
renounced all right to punish us, because Christ has made atone- 
ment, He has surely no right to inflict suffering upon those who 
believe in Him. On these lines the sorrows of the faithful become 
quite inexplicable, and altogether irreconcilable with their redemp- 
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tion in Christ. It is a real misfortune when no explanation 
of suffering is forthcoming, for it is very hard to bear a cross 
for which no account can be given, and which seems out of keep- 
ing with God’s love. In this way the problem of the cross is as 
obscure for us, as it was for Job. What is its solution? 
Experience shows us that God allows His faithful children to 
suffer in this world, and inflicts temporal chastisement upon them, 
The Saints often endured great trials, so it must be quite a mistake 
to suppose that all suffering was laid upon our Saviour in order 
that we should go scot free, and escape even temporal punishment. 
The Church has always taught that, in God’s design, Christ’s re- 
demption was intended to deliver us from the eternal, but not from 
all the temporal punishment due to our sins. The latter we have 
to endure as a just chastisement, and as a penance, which affords 
us an opportunity of satisfying God’s justice during our earthly 
life. At the same time the sorrows of this world serve to teach us 
humility, obedience and patience. This belief gives us peace of 
mind, and courage to bear our cross, and the cross ceases to be 
inexplicable. If we bear it with humility, patience and resignation, 
it will sanctify, purify and strengthen us, as nothing else can do. 
Hence all who really believe, are eager to tread the way of the 
Cross, and the Via dolorosa is found to be strewn with blessings. 





PALM SUNDAY 


A TWO-FOLD HOSANNA 


“The multitudes that went before and that followed, cried, saying: Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David; blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord, Hosanna in the highest.”—Matt. xxi, 9. 


At first sight there seems something incongruous about hosanna 
in Lent, during the season of penance; but we must remember that 
there is a two-fold hosanna, and that there are two ways in which 
Christ comes in the name of the Lord. His friends should welcome 
Him each time with the cry: “Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” 

I. In lowliness. St. Paul, speaking of Christ’s humiliation, says 
that He took “the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of 
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man... He humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, 
even to the death of the cross” (Phil. ii, 7, 8). His humiliation 
consisted in renunciation of the full use of His divine and human 
rights. In to-day’s Gospel we read that when He was about to 
enter Jerusalem with His followers, He borrowed an ass, and in the 
absence of a saddle some garments were laid on the creature’s 
back. The whole triumphal procession was, as He well knew, the 
first stage on His road to death, even the death of the Cross, for 
our sins. 

He comes therefore in the name of the Lord, and we behold Him 
in His beauty and recognize Him as the Lamb of God, ready to 
take away the sins of the world, and so we greet Him with the 
words: “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 

But is not His humiliation over? Yes; He is personally glori- 
fied; yet in his dealings with us He often displays His lowliness. 
We see that His kingdom is not of this world, and possesses no 
outward splendor. His word reaches us from the lips of obscure 
human beings, and it is still obscure, it still makes great demands 
upon our faith, whilst its apparent contradictions call for humble 
and submissive acceptation on our part. Even Christ’s Sacraments 
are outwardly human actions, devoid of all pomp that would render 
them attractive in the eyes of the world, and so many people despise 
instead of honoring them. 

It behooves us to welcome our Lord with faith, humility and 
obedience, and then a song of praise will rise involuntarily from 
our hearts and find utterance on our lips. If we receive Him 
otherwise, He will care nothing for our praise. It is in His power 
to overwhelm us with the brilliancy of His heaven-born splendor, 
and to compel us to adore Him, as He did for a moment in the 
Garden of Gethsemani, when the soldiers came to arrest Him. He 
might use the irresistible force of His divinity to exact our homage, 
and to silence those who despise Him. But He does none of these 
things, for He wishes to win our hearts, and so He comes with 
alight that fails to dazzle, although it suffices to guide those who 
frankly seek the truth. Our Lord requires us to choose Him freely 
in humility and obedience, for it is false to say that we possess no 
free will. It is as essential for creatures endowed with the moral 
sense now as it was in Paradise. If there were no free will, the 
prophet Osee could not truthfully assert: “Destruction is thy own, 
0 Israel” (xiii, 19), for God would be to blame for our destruction, 
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and would have no right to reproach us. But whilst it is undoubt- 
edly true that we alone are answerable for our own destruction, 
it is no less true that our salvation comes from God, Who, by 
His grace, stimulates, supports and strengthens our free will, If 
we avail ourselves rightly of our freedom and His help, our out. 
pourings of praise will be spontaneous. 

How can we praise God in the right way? The shouts of the 
multitude at Christ’s entry into Jerusalem meant nothing more than 
such shouts frequently mean; they express merely a momentary 
enthusiasm roused by superficial excitement. The people are easily 
moved when anything impresses them by its greatness, beauty or 
pathos; each individual communicates his feelings to his neighbors, 
and the result is a universal outcry, although many perhaps hardly 
know why they are shouting. This fact accounts for the sudden 
change from the hosanna of Palm Sunday to the savage yells of 
“Crucify Him, Crucify Him.” 

If we desire to praise God aright, we must not lay too much stress 
upon feelings of excitement and tears of emotion, which are so 
uncertain that they readily veer round into the opposite direction. 
The Jews on Palm Sunday showed their respect for our Lord by 
spreading their garments before Him; we can do still better. If we 
are clothed with the garments of pride, vanity and selfishness, let 
us strip them off for His sake. This sacrifice will please Him 
more than clothes spread on the road and shouts of hosanna, for 
there is less danger of its being prompted merely by a fleeting emo- 
tion; moreover it costs us more, and does Him greater honor. 
The Jews cut down branches from the trees and strewed them in 
the way. We can lop off the evil growths that disfigure our in- 
ward and outward life, the sinful inclinations and passions, the 
effeminate habits and worldly amusements that are like parasites, 
destroying our vitality. We can cut them down, cost what it may; 
the most painful sacrifices are the most precious and in these re- 
spects Christ demands not a little, for He says: “If thine eyes 
scandalize thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee . . . if they hand 
scandalize thee, cut it off and cast it from thee.” To make sacri- 
fices for Christ is to offer Him the form of homage that He values 
most highly. Feelings and words are shortlived and untrust- 
worthy, and our Lord cares more for the homage paid by the will 
and mode of life. We have to work out our salvation with fear 
and trembling, bringing to bear upon the task all our will and all 
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our faculties, so that our daily life may be transformed into the 
service of God, and this is a song of praise, more pleasing to 
Him than any other. 

II. In glory. Our Lord’s humiliation is followed by His ex- 
altation, which consists in His resuming His divine and human 
prerogatives, and thus entering into His glory at the right hand of 
the Father. Sometimes we see rays of His glory penetrating the 
obscurity of His lowliness, and this is the case in to-day’s Gospel. 
He knew beforehand what His messengers would encounter in Jeru- 
salem; He knew that the owner of the ass would at once lend the 
animal, on hearing that the Lord had need of it. He realized that 
the prophecy was being fulfilled when He, the true King of Sion, 
accepted the homage of His people. Yet it is in the epistle that we 
hear most of His glory: “God hath exalted Him, and hath given 
Him a name which is above all names; that in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of God the Father” (Phil. ii, 9-11). 

Those who extol Him in His glory are those who honored Him 
in His humiliation ; it is impossible to despise Him in His lowliness 
and praise Him in His glory; although many behave as if they 
could act thus. No one can rejoice with our glorified Saviour, who 
has not been His friend and companion in humiliation. We have 
already considered whether it is still possible to praise our Lord 
in His lowliness, now that He has entered into His glory. We have 
now to ask whether we can praise Him in His glory before we our- 
selves are admitted to share it. 

No doubt we can do so, in as far as we can already perceive some 
faint glimmer of His Majesty. St. Paul speaks of something that 
God has revealed to us, His children, even in this world, although 
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man” (1 Cor. ii, 9). Every Christian experiences it to 
some extent, though he may not enjoy such a revelation as was 
granted to the Apostle. We must, as a rule, be contented with the 
faint reflection of glory which reaches us here below; it is of this 
that St. John speaks when he says: “The Word was made Flesh, 
and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as it were 
of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 
i, 14). This alone ought to satisfy us, and make us exclaim. 
“Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.” 
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III. Homage from all, When our Saviour comes in glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, all will have to bend the knee 
before Him; that is to say, all, willingly or unwillingly, must adore 
Him, for He demands the worship of the whole human race and of 
all creation. “Every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
in them; I heard all saying: To Him that sitteth on the throne and 
to the Lamb, benediction and honor and glory and power for ever 
and ever” (Apoc. v, 13). If you have hitherto not learned how to 
praise Him, or if your praise has been hypocritical lipservice and 
not heartfelt adoration, be converted, whilst there is yet time. Look 
at your heart, deeply stained with sin, and then contemplate His 
Heart, abounding in mercy. The more profoundly you realize the 
sinfulness of your own heart, the more freely will mercy and grace 
flow from His most Sacred Heart. The more intense your sor- 
row for sin here, the louder will be your song of rejoicing here- 
after, when you are permitted to greet Him with the words: 
“Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.” 





EASTER SUNDAY 
“WITH FEAR AND GREAT JOY” 


“The angel answering said to the women: Fear not you, for I know that 
you seek Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here, for He is risen, as He 
said: Come and see the place where the Lord was laid.”—Matt. xxviii, 5, 6. 


The evangelist tells us that the women went out from the se- 
pulchre with fear and great joy, running to tell our Lord’s disciples 
that He had risen from the dead. If we consider these two emo- 
tions, fear and joy, we shall find that they dominate our whole life 
here on earth. 

I. It is obvious that all creatures feel fear. I often feed the 
birds on my windowsill, and watch them as they eat. They never 
pick up a crumb without a hasty glance round to see if any danger 
threatens them. It makes me sad sometimes to watch them, for 
they are so timid. If I go for a walk in the woods, I enjoy the 
cool shade, the aromatic fragrance of the trees, the song of the 
birds and the movements of innumerable little animals; but as soon 
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as I try to approach any of the woodland creatures, they disappear ; 
they seem to live in a state of perpetual alarm. May we not say the 
same of human existence? We feel even greater fear, because we 
realize greater dangers, and every man knows that he is a re- 
sponsible agent, and is conscious of his shortcomings. Although 
he may not recognize the reason of his fear, he dreads involuntarily 
the judgment that awaits all sinners. He knows that death is in- 
evitable, and no enjoyment, however intense, can remove his fear 
of it; in fact this fear often embitters his happiest moments. 

No human life is free from fear of this sort, least of all a worldly, 
self-indulgent existence, for there is no escape from the judgment 
tocome, when an account will have to be rendered. It is an unde- 
niable fact that an unworthy and useless life is a life of fear; but 
perhaps some will venture to challenge my statement, if I declare 
it to be also a joyless existence. I shall certainly be charged with 
exaggeration, but there may be a variety of opinions as to what 
constitutes happiness, and probably everyone will finally admit that 
such a life is devoid of true joy. The result is the same; a joy 
that is not true, is really not joy at all; and therefore I affirm that a 
worldly, unprofitable life is devoid of true happiness. Of course 
a worldly-minded man finds pleasure in all sorts of things, such as 
eating, drinking, sleeping, good health, sensual gratification, a good 
reputation, etc. But do these constitute true happiness? No; 
happiness that consists of transitory enjoyment, whether intellectual 
or sensual, is not true happiness at all. To be true, it must possess 
some degree of permanence, and be to some extent independent 
of accidental changes. Now a worldly man never experiences hap- 
piness of this kind, and therefore we may safely assert that his 
life is devoid of true joy. 

II. The life of every Christian is tinged with fear and joy. It 
isa dangerous mistake to describe the earthly existence of Christ’s 
followers as full of joy, and to ignore the presence of fear. This 
mistake leads to painful results, since, whenever fear is felt, a con- 
sciousness of disappointment may plunge a man into unbelief or 
tven into despair. It is through fear—the fear inseparable from 
asense of one’s own sinfulness, that we attain to the true happiness 
of Christianity. Fear and joy belong to the very essence of the 
Christian life, but they do so in a greater or less degree. 

Ill. In many cases a Christian experiences much fear and little 
joy, and there are some who seem always overshadowed by dread. 
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This may be due to natural melancholy, to an innate dispositivn 
to look on the dark side of things, and to discover everywhere 
ground for uneasiness and anxiety. It may proceed from the 
remembrances of past sins, of wasted opportunities and wrong- 
doing. If people of this kind were not Christians, they would be 
very apt to despair; but in their religion they possess the source of 
a certain amount of happiness, that is true and permanent, and so 
they are enabled to persevere, for they feel, deep in their hearts, 
the germ of what will eventually be exultant gladness. I think that 
there are many Christians of this kind; they are thankful for the 
scant measure of joy that they possess, but they are weighed down 
with sadness, and look out on life with eyes dim with tears; they 
walk in much fear, and very little happiness. 

IV. There are others whose life is an alternation of intense fear 
and intense joy. They realize their shortcomings, they perceive 
clearly the dangers and difficulties threatening both them and the 
Church, and they are filled with sorrow and alarm. Yet at the same 
time they welcome every encouragement and reason for rejoicing, 
and thus they are better able bodily to encounter perils. They live 
in much fear and much happiness. 

V. Finally there are some who abound in joy, though it is not 
wholly free from all admixture of fear. The Apostle’s advice to 
work out our salvation with fear and trembling is addressed to all 
Christians, yet not in the same degree. Some fortunate mortals live 
either by nature or by grace, or by both in conjunction, so peace- 
ful and calm a life, that in their case joy overpowers fear. This is 
not invariably a mark of the highest perfection, for such quiet, 
contented souls may be liable to a kind of superficiality and spir- 
itual shortsightedness, but, on the other hand, their lives may be 
exceptionally smooth, happy and harmonious. 

VI. In all the three classes of Christians that we have been con: 
sidering, fear and joy are seen to be inseparable in this life. There- 
fore those who are cheerful should rejoice, but at the same time 
they must be careful not to forget to work out their salvation with 
fear and trembling. Those who are sad should bear in mind the 
Apostle’s exhortation to rejoice in the Lord always. They must 
cherish the germ of happiness which God has implanted in the 
depths of their souls. : 

VII. There is, however, a life devoid of fear and abounding m 
joy, but it is enjoyed only by those who have finished their course, 
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and whose sorrows are forgotten in God’s undying love. We 
ought not to expect such bliss here below, but we may look for- 
ward to it in the glory of heaven. 

VIII. This life being full of fear and alarm, it is not surprising 
that many a Christian is inclined to ask how he can overcome these 
feelings. Remember the words addressed by the angel to the 
women at the sepulchre: “Fear not you, for I know that you seek 
Jesus Who was Crucified.” There is an old saying which has often 
consoled me in times of despondency: “He worketh not in vain, 
who laboreth for God.” This harmonizes with the angel’s “Fear 
not.” .. . If our anxieties are really due to our eagerness to find 
Jesus, if our labor is really an effort to know and recognize His 
truth—then to what troubles us is attached the promise that we 
shall find Him and see Him as He is, and find in Him joy ever- 
lasting. If we seek Jesus Who was crucified, we need never fear, 
as those do, who have no hope. He that seeketh, findeth. Our 
Divine Saviour did not remain dead, but rose again from the dead. 
He is risen indeed. The women beheld their risen Lord, as did 
the Apostles, with whom He tarried forty days, so that more than 
five hundred of the brethren saw Him after His resurrection. His 
disciples bore joyful testimony to His resurrection, and gladly died 
as martyrs rather than deny this truth. Their unanimous testi- 
mony is the source of joy to us, for since Christ rose from the 
dead, He has destroyed the dominion of death over us, for whom 
He died. Hence we perceive a light beyond the grave, and the 
dawn of eternity is for us the entrance into everlasting happiness. 





LOW SUNDAY 
PEACE BE TO YOU 


“Now when it was late that same day, the first of the week, and the doors 
were shut, where the disciples were gathered together for fear of the Jews, 


9” 


Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them: ‘Peace be to you.’”— 
ohn xx, 19. 


We read in to-day’s Gospel that our Saviour greeted His dis- 
ciples twice with the words: “Peace be to you” and He offers us 
the same greeting. Peace is a precious treasure, and the whole hap- 
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piness of Christianity may be summed up in the one idea of peace, 
A man may possess all that his heart can desire, but if he is not at 
peace, he is not happy. On the other hand, however, no one js 
miserable, though he may be in abject poverty, who enjoys peace 
of mind; he is, in spite of all things, truly happy. There is only 
one kind of peace that bestows such happiness—peace with God 
through Jesus Christ. When through His Church our Lord greets 
us with words of peace, His greeting is not the mere expression of 
a wish, but it actually confers the gift. When He commissions 
His servants to say Pax vobiscum, or Pax huic domui, He intends 
not only to wish peace to exist, but also to impart it. His words 
are full of grace and power, if we are willing to accept them. Our 
Saviour’s gift of peace should strengthen us to resist human re- 
spect, discouragement and doubts. 

I. Human respect. On the evening of the first Easter day the 
disciples were gathered together, a timid company, sitting with the 
doors shut for fear of the Jews. This was quite natural, for every- 
one was against them, and they were in sore need of help. Their 
Master had been taken from them and they knew not whither to 
turn, when suddenly they saw Him standing in their midst. Their 
fear and despondency vanished, for their Lord was once more with 
them, pouring His peace into their hearts. “The disciples there- 
fore were glad when they saw the Lord.” Since then the same 
thing has happened again and again. How often has a little group 
of followers of Christ sought concealment from the hatred and 
persecution of the world! Even at the present day Christians have 
to fear open ill-treatment and active hostility, as well as uncharitable 
judgments, calumnies and intolerance. They are apt to lose their 
peace of mind; but the true disciples of Jesus can always recover it, 
especially if they assemble in His Name within His Church. There 
He is in their midst, ready to give the graces that they need, and 
also to bestow that peace which sinks deep into the heart, sanctifying 
the life and strengthening the mind of each person present. This 
peace proceeds from the joyful consciousness that Christ is in their 
midst, and so, as of old, the disciples of Jesus rejoice in the cet- 
tainty that their Lord is with them. They realize that men have 
never prevailed against God and His Church, however intense their 
hatred and fury may have been. The knowledge of this fact caused 
St. Justin, one of the earliest martyrs in the age of persecution, to 
utter the proudest defiance ever hurled by a Christian against the 
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enemies of the Church: “You may kill us, but you cannot injure us.” 

Il. Discouragement. After saying to His disciples “Peace be to 
you,” our Lord continued: “As the Father hath sent Me, I also 
send you,” and He went on to give them authority to forgive and 
to retain sins, thus assigning to them their official position in His 
Church. Peace was to be with them, as a pledge of strength in 
spite of weakness. 

When we consider our own poverty in good works, we are very 
apt to be discouraged ; and sometimes, when we seem to have toiled 
altogether in vain, we feel inclined to despair. Our conscience 
too often accuses us, and all our efforts seem to end in failure. The 
world tries to quiet the voice of conscience by pleading: “I did my 
best,” but in most cases this is utterly untrue; we have not done 
our best, and we have no right to flatter ourselves with such an 
excuse. A Christian labors with fear and trembling for others 
as well as for himself, and frequently he is overwhelmed by a sense 
of depression. What is he to do? We are much better off than 
the disciples who, believing that their Lord had left them completely 
alone, hid in fear of the Jews. We know that He has not aban- 
doned us; we know where to find Him, really present as God and 
Man, in the tabernacle of every Catholic Church. We ought to 
gather round Him there, eager to adore and to receive Him, and in 
this Bethel we shall realize that “the Lord is in this place.’ Here 
we shall listen to His greeting, that brings to His followers peace, 
gladness and strength to overcome all their weakness. Sometimes 
peace will be given us abundantly, sometimes we may be pain- 
fully aware that we are not at peace, since from time to time it is 
good for us to be humbled, and to fear. Under all circumstances, 
however, it behooves us to remember that peace is to be found in 
faith, and not in sight. If we never forget this truth, we should 
not so frequently complain of trouble of mind. 

III. Doubts. St. Thomas doubted. He was not present when 
the other disciples beheld their Lord on the evening of Easter 
Sunday, but he was with them when, a week later, Christ again 
stood in their midst, saying: “Peace be to you.” We are not told 
in the Gospel that Thomas really put his finger into the prints of 
the nails in our Lord’s hands, but we may probably assume that his 
doubts were overcome partly by the evidence of his own senses, but 
still more by the influence of his Master’s greeting and words of 
peace. Previously he had been harassed by doubt and uncertainty, 
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but then he was in the presence of One able to pour peace into his 
troubled mind. Convinced that he was indeed standing before his 
risen Saviour, he exclaimed involuntarily : “My Lord and my God!” 

In God alone can the human heart find peace; “He is my God and 
my salvation” (Ps. lxi, 3). He gives the peace of which St. Paul 
says that it surpasseth all understanding (Phil. iv, 7). Such peace 
is like the sun’s light shining into the soul whilst worldly men are 
in the gloomy darkness of despair. Our faith derives fresh strength 
from this peace, when we are assailed by doubts, although as a 
rule, faith is the stronghold of peace. “Being justified by faith, let 
us have peace with God” (Rom. v, 1), says the Apostle, and it is 
only natural that this should be the case, for where else could peace 
be found? But when faith is inclined to waver, it sometimes is 
sustained by the power of peace. A man may be tortured by 
doubts without having entirely renounced Christianity; he may be 
struggling in vain for light, yet his darkness increases rather than 
diminishes, rendering the soul anxious and weary. But although he 
is on the point of losing courage, he may “against hope believe in 
hope” (Rom. iv, 18), and resign himself completely to God, seeking 
Him in the Sacraments, which are the ordinary channels of grace; 
and then it may come to pass that peace will descend upon his suf- 
fering soul, and be the blessed instrument of preserving his faith. 
Then will he exclaim joyfully, like St. Thomas, “My Lord and my 
God,” for he will have recovered his faith, through the peace that 
God alone can bestow. 

















SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 


FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
GOD’S BOUNTEOUS ECONOMY 
BY THE REV. THOMAS J. GERRARD 


“And Jesus took the loaves: and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
to them that were sat down. In like manner also of the fishes, as much as 
they would. And when they were filled, he said to his disciples: “Gather up 
the fragments that remain, lest they be lost.”—John vi, 11-12. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction.—The miracle of the loaves and fishes a revela- 
tion of God’s bounteousness. Prodigality, but no waste. We acknowl- 
edge God's bounty by giving thanks. We acknowledge His economy by 
submission to His providence. 

I, History of the miracle. Disciples must be strengthened first. The 
trial of St. Philip. St. Andrew repeats the difficulty. Faith fails them. 
Our Lord appeals to their sight. Miracle symbolises God’s sovereignty 
over the whole world; bread, the land; fishes, the sea. Ommnipotence is 
benign, but also wise and prudent. 

II. Shows us the ways of God, (a) in nature; (b) in grace. First 
leads us to the divine goodness itself. Our Lord appeals to the elemental 
instinct for food, as a preparation for the higher gift of faith. The 
multitude admit that Jesus is the prophet. Thus are they led to ac- 
knowledge the supreme Power. God’s prodigality. Bonum est diffusi- 
vum sui. Yet this prodigality is a stumbling-block. Distinguish between 
particular aim and general aim. The one may fail sometimes, the other 
never. 

III. Prodigality is the order of grace. Creative and redeeming graces. 
Graces suited to special states. Fecundity of grace in the saints and 
martyrs. Fecundity of grace in sinners. Prodigality of grace made a 
stumbling-block. Same answer as in nature: distinguish between parti- 
cular aim and final aim. The saint in heaven manifests God’s mercy; 
the sinner in hell, His justice. 

Conclusion—Acts of thankfulness for God’s bounteousness both in 
= and in grace. Acts of conformity and submission to God’s provi- 
ence. 


By the miracle related in to-day’s Gospel Our Lord reveals the 
wondrous bounteousness of the Eternal Father. God’s creative 
power is absolutely unlimited. Out of nothing He can create any- 
thing and all merely by His word of command. Moreover, God 
uses His infinite power to bestow His bounty upon His creatures 
with a lavish hand. There seems no end to His prodigality. Yet, 
at the same time, there is no waste. The most insignificant thing 
that is created has its proper function to perform in the realization 
of the Divine plan. God is extremely generous in His bountiful 
goodness, but at the same time He is extremely economical in 
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directing everything to the final end for which it was made. This 
is a double aspect of the Divine providence, a truth which has a 
very practical bearing upon our lives. On the one hand we need 
to recognize God’s bounty, so that we shall go to Him in our neces- 
sities and return thanks to Him when they have been fulfilled. On 
the other hand we need to be warned against a narrow view of 
God’s providence. Oftentimes we do not see the purpose of His 
doings. He seems to allow things to run to waste, the riches of 
grace as well as the riches of nature. Yet it is only seeming. God 
multiplies His blessings a thousandfold. He scatters them broad- 
cast on the world of humanity. But there is no waste. The multi- 
tude is satisfied. And the fragments that remain are gathered up 
lest they should be lost. 

Our Lord had been passing through the cities of Galilee working 
miracles on them that were diseased. A great multitude followed 
Him wanting to see more miracles. He went over the lake and 
withdrew to a mountain. Still the crowd streamed after Him. 
The feast of the pasch was near at hand, and the question arose 
as to how the multitude was to be fed. It was Our Lord’s oppor- 
tunity to show His Divine power. His nearest disciples had to be 
strengthened first. Jesus turned to Philip with a question which 
was designedly meant to try him. “Whence shall we buy bread 
that these may eat?’ He wanted Philip to make the venture of 
believing in His Divine power and of trusting Him to exercise it. 
Jesus knew that He was going to work the miracle and thus prove 
His Divine power. From His disciples, however, He wanted a 
bigger venture than from the crowd. “And this He said to try 
him, for He Himself knew what he would do.” Philip did not 
make the venture. He simply posed the problem: “Two hundred 
pennyworths of bread are not sufficient for them, that everyone 
may take a little.’ Andrew merely accentuated the difficulty: 
“There is a boy here that hath five barley loaves, and two fishes: 
but what are they among so many?” Since the disciples were not 
disposed to make the venture of faith, our Lord must appeal to 
their sight. If they cannot trust His word, they must at least trust 
His works. 

This particular work symbolized and expressed the sovereignty 
of God over the whole world. The bread represented the riches of 
the land, the fishes the riches of the sea. Jesus taking the five 
loaves and two fishes, referred them to the heavenly Father. He 
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said grace. He gave thanks, and then by the Divine power He 
multiplied the food and distributed it to all that were sat down. 
He multiplied it so abundantly that the whole multitude was satis- 
fied, and still there was plenty to spare. The lesson was not yet 
complete. The revelation of Jesus was not merely one of omnipo- 
tence or even of benign omnipotence. It was of a benign omnipo- 
tence which was also infinitely wise and prudent. Although the 
Divine power had been so productive and so kind, yet it was not 
careless or wasteful. Jesus said to His disciples: “Gather up the 
fragments that remain, lest they be lost.” And even the fragments 
were exactly measured, twelve baskets full. 

This miracle helps us to understand the ways of God both in 
nature and in grace. 

First, it leads us to the Divine goodness itself. Our Lord wanted 
to bestow upon His hearers the gift of faith in His revelation. 
So He must prepare their hearts to receive it. He touches an 
elemental instinct, the instinct for food. It is an instinct which is 
universal, and thus it is a means of reaching even the least spiritual. 
The multitude sees the miracle and they admit at once that Jesus 
is the prophet that was to come into the world. The man who 
could multiply food so abundantly must have come from the supreme 
Power who created and controlled all the goodness of the earth. 
Moses had once asked of God: “Shew me thy glory.” And in 
answer God had said: “I will shew thee all good.” So, too, this 
miracle which showed forth the glory of God manifested His in- 
finite goodness. 

When our eyes have been opened to the nature of God’s goodness, 
then we are astonished at its wondrous prodigality. “The eyes of 


all hope in Thee, O Lord, and Thou givest them meat in due season. | 


Thou openest Thy hand and fillest every creature with blessing.” 
In this world of men we are able to observe how one good person 
sheds brightness and joy around him. The fire on the hearth 
spreads its warmth through the family circle. The sun sends out 
light and heat to the whole of its own universe. Wherever good- 
ness is found it is found in an active state, diffusing itself on 
everything that comes within its sphere of action. So, too, must 
it be with the infinite goodness of God. It is always active, always 
diffusive of itself. It expresses itself in the creation and the pre- 
servation of the whole world. No creature however humble and 
insignificant escapes its influence. The prodigality is so great, 
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reaching as it does to all classes of men, that it is set before us as 
the archtype of that special Christian goodness which extends to 
enemies as well as friends. “But I say to you: Love your enemies, 
do good to them that hate you: and pray for them that persecute 
and calumniate you: that you may be the children of your Father 
who is in Heaven, who maketh His sun to rise upon the good and 
bad, and raineth upon the just and the unjust.” 

Yet, strange to say, this very prodigality of God’s goodness is 
sometimes made into a stumbling-block. Wherefore all this waste 
in nature? Consider the millions upon millions of grains of pollen 
that never come to fecundity. Consider the enormous waste of 
animal life in order that other animals may live. Nay, think of 
the thousands upon thousands of human lives that are now being 
sacrificed merely in order to settle an international quarrel. 

Nothing, however, is wasted. God gathers up all the fragments 
that remain, so that nothing is lost. He has a particular aim or end 
in view, and He has a general or final end in view. In the multi- 
plication of the loaves and fishes His particular aim was to feed the 
multitude. Yet twelve basketfulls were left over, not having ful- 
filled their particular function of feeding the multitude. They 
were not, therefore, wasted. Jesus had another need for them of 
which we are not told. 

So too is it with the seeming waste in nature. Some things may 
fail to attain their particular aim of existence, but they never fail 
to attain their final end of existence. As our science becomes more 
and more mature so do we learn more and more of the varied 
uses of natural things. A grain of wheat is obviously made to 
produce a plant and more wheat. But if we use most of our wheat 
for food instead of for seed, we are not therefore wasting it. 
Sometimes we see the various uses and sometimes we do not. 
But if we know that there is a Divine plan inherent in nature, then 
we can infer that not even a single stray speck of pollen dust is 
without its function in the final order of things. Further, the life 
of a man is more than a speck of pollen dust. Owing to the mis- 
calculations of statesmen and generals, thousands of lives may be 
wasted in futile endeavors after particular aims. But not one will 
be missing in the final order which is for the manifestation of 
God’s glory. 

Thus do we pass from the order of nature to the order of grace. 
The whole of creation comes under the influence of the Incarnation. 
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Together with his creation man received the gift of adoption. He 
was made a son of God, and an heir of everlasting life. And the 
whole of irrational nature was brought into organic relationship 
to the Incarnation by being made the means of helping man to get 
to heaven. God consecrated some of the things of nature in a 
special way to His spiritual service. He consecrated water to the 
washing away of sin. He consecrated bread and wine to be 
changed into His Body and Blood for our health and refreshment. 
And whilst some things were consecrated to be Sacraments in the 
strictest sense, everything was consecrated to be a Sacrament in a 
wide sense. All nature is sacramental inasmuch as it conveys to us 
some knowledge of God. The Sacraments are the means of grace, 
the sacramentals are the occasions of grace. 

God’s prodigality of grace is even more overwhelming than His 
prodigality of nature. Human nature is weak. Temptations 
abound on all sides. But nevertheless God pours forth His graces 
not only adequate for the needs of everybody, but in superabund- 
ance. These graces are both creative and redemptive. Far be- 
yond our deserts the graces are given to raise us to a dignity high 
above nature, and to preserve us from falling from that high 
estate. And if, through neglect of grace, we should chance to fall, 
then graces are given to redeem us. Moreover, each person is en- 
dowed with special graces suitable to his own special state in life. 
A doctor, for instance, has all the special graces which help him in 
his special temptations. So also the artist, the priest, the actor, 
the lawyer, the soldier, the miner. Thus, no one can excuse him- 
self in sin by saying that in his calling he is more tempted than 
other men. If he is more tempted he is also more helped. There 
is no limit to the powers of special graces. The man who has the 
most difficult calling in the world can say: “I can do all things in 
Him that strengtheneth me.” 

Those who are faithful to graces received are made worthy to 
receive further graces. Periods of darkness and desolation may 
come but there is always present sufficient light to show the way 
and inspire hope. “I have been young and now am old; and I have 
not seen the just forsaken.” This prodigality of grace finds its 
fecundity in the noble army of Saints and martyrs. They are the 
witnesses of what grace can do when it is not actually hindered. 

And if the saints show the prodigality of grace, so also do the 
sinners. There is no depravity so low as to be beyond the influence 
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of God’s grace. The Blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. More- 
over, the grace of repentance is given freely. There is no sinner 
however obdurate of whom we need despair. “The sinner’s heart is 
in the hand of God, and God can move it according to His own 
sweet will. “Thou hast mercy on all because Thou canst do all 
things, and overlookest the sins of men for the sake of repentance, 
Thou sparest all, because they are Thine, O Lord, who lovest 
souls.” 

Again, this very prodigality of grace is made a stumbling-block. 
How is it that so much is allowed to run to waste? Nay, is not 
the fact that some souls will go to eternal perdition a proof that 
great graces are eternally lost, eternally wasted? 

Once again we must distinguish between the particular aim and 
the general aim. The grace offered to a man to enable him to avoid 
a given sin may be rejected. Yea, the grace of final perseverance 
may be rejected. But it is not therefore ultimately wasted. Its 
particular purpose was to save a soul, but its final purpose was to 
give glory to God. And so it comes about that God’s glory is at- 
tained whether the sinner accepts or rejects the grace. If he 
accepts it he manifests the mercy of God, being happy in heaven; 
whilst if he rejects it he manifests the justice of God, suffering 
in hell. 

The revelation of such stupendous generosity on the part of the 
heavenly Father should inspire our hearts to deep gratitude. It is 
like the air we breathe. It is so normal, constant and regular that 
we tend to forget all about it. Yet how quickly should we feel the 
loss of it were it only for one moment withdrawn from us! On 
the other hand the revelation of such wisdom and economy on the 
part of our heavenly Father should inspire us with all trustfulness. 
God’s bounteousness is so widespread, so far-reaching both in time 
and distance, that we can not expect to see the why and the where- 
fore of every little success or seeming failure. But we can trust 
the revealed wisdom of the heavenly Father, that His power reacheth 
from end to end mightily, and that at the same time His wisdom 
orders all things sweetly. 
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PASSION SUNDAY 


THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST AS REVEALED IN HIS 
PASSION 


BY THE REV. STEPHEN MURPHY, O.M.I. 


“Which of you shall convince Me of sin?”—John viii, 46. 


SYNOPSIS.—The laiter part of Lent, with its signs of deep mourning is de- 
voted to the contemplation of the Passion. On this Sunday the Gospel 
emphasizes the dignity of Him who was to suffer, lest we forget that it 
required God in human flesh to accomplish the work of Salvation. Let 
us review the events of the Passion to enliven our consciousness of our 
Saviour’s divinity manifesting itself even in the extremity of misery. 

I, The agony in the garden, the sadness unto death, the gloomy vision 
of sin, our Saviour’s earnest prayer, the apparition of the angel from 
heaven, will all afford us a fairly complete idea of the heavy task the 
Man-God took upon His shoulders, when He offered Himself as a victim 
to save mankind. 

II, The betrayal exposes a distressing picture of human deformity— 
the treachery of Judas, the jealousy of the Jewish leaders, the cowardice 
of Pilate, the ingratitude of the people. If the punishment of the crime 
of Judas is more immediate, the terrible chastisement of the apostate 
Jewish nation is no less striking. Of their city there was not left a stone 
upon stone, because they failed to recognize the time of their visitation 
by the Son of God. 

III, The Crucifixion, with iis harrowing details of cruelty, brings us 
evidences of our Saviour’s divinity from unexpected quarters. The very 
stones cried out. The sun is darkened and the earth is shaken by an 
earthquake. The good thief addresses a prayer to Jesus, saying, “Lord, 
remember me when thou shalt come into Thy Kingdom.” “Truly this is 
the Son of God,” explains the centurion. 


A month of Lenten penance brings us to Passion Sunday. We 
advance a step nearer to the contemplation of the Sacrifice that 
redeemed the world. The Victim of that Sacrifice was no human 
person, but the Only-Begotten Son of God. Lest we forget this 
salient truth, the Gospel to-day contains words that our Saviour 
addresses to mankind from the height of eternity—‘‘Before Abra- 
ham was, I am.” The gospel to-day contains a challenge that can 
proceed only from the fount of all sanctity and holiness—‘Who 
can convict Me of sin?” Such words and such a challenge serve 
to enliven our consciousness of our Saviour’s dignity. Such words 
and such a challenge shed their light over the last dark hours of our 
Saviour’s career. Keeping them in mind, we are more readily 
impressed that if it was the work of omnipotence to create the 
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world, it was likewise the work of omnipotence to redeem the world 
that was ruined by sin. 

In His agony in the Garden of Gethsemani, in His betrayal by 
His own nation and people, in His utter abandonment and desola- 
tion on the height of Calvary, we are still impressed by ever recur- 
1ing proofs of our Saviour’s divinity. Our hearts surely tell us that 
therein is contained for us the power of salvation. 

What is our plain duty during the two final weeks of the peni- 
tential season? The Church makes our duty known when she bids 
us surround our altars with evidences of mourning, to veil our 
statues, to hush more than ever the loud voice of merriment, to beat 
our breasts in sorrow and tears. Such things will lead us better to 
realize the profound silence and mourning that hushed the universe 
long years ago, when the earth was veiled in darkness and the sun 
hid his face because the Son of God suffered death at the hands 
of wicked men. 

I. The agony in the Garden of Gethsemani. When we speak of 
the agony of our Lord, we refer to the struggle that usually pre- 
cedes the separation of soul and body. It is nature’s last despair- 
ing effort to ward off destruction. Ordinary mortals endure this 
trial through necessity. Jesus endured it willingly, in order to 
show the extent of His love for mankind. “Greater love than 
this no man hath that a man lay down his life for his friends” 
(John xv, 13). “He was offered because it was His own will,” 
says the Prophet Isaias. But willingness to die did not render the 
prospect of death less formidable. 

Already at the last supper we catch a glimpse of the deep emotion 
that our Saviour felt when He gave expression to the burning 
words, ‘“‘With desire have I desired to eat this pasch with you before 
I suffer.” It was but the beginning of that state of uneasiness and 
distress that was to end only on Calvary. It was natural that His 
uneasiness should increase more and more at His departure from 
the supper-room when, with His disciples, He wended His way to 
Gethsemani. In Gethsemani the real struggle of the God-Man 
with sin and death properly commenced. We are told He began to 
grow sorrowful and sad, to fear, and to be heavy. 

“Remain you here,” He said to His disciples, “while I go yonder 
and pray.” He took with Him His three beloved disciples—Peter, 
James and John. They were the same three who, on a previous 
occasion, had been witnesses of their Master’s glory and Divine 














~~ Sh la 





SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 537 


majesty in the transfiguration of Mount Thabor. Now they were 
to be witnesses of His distress, His weakness, and abasement. “My 
soul is sorrowful unto death,” He said to them, “stay you here, and 
watch with Me.” Going a little further from them, the distance of 
4 stone’s throw, and, kneeling down, He prayed that if it might 
be, this hour should pass from Him. “Abba, Father, if it is pos- 
sible, all things are possible with Thee, let this chalice pass from 
Me, yet not My will but Thine be done.” 

What a weight of misgiving do not these words reveal in the 
soul of our Blessed Saviour? Willingly as the Good Shepherd had 
He elected to lay down His life for His sheep, but now that His 
hour was come, the stern reality of the Sacrifice struck Him with 
affright, so that He was overcome with weakness and sorrow. 
“Being in agony, He prayed the longer; and His sweat became as 
drops of blood trickling down upon the ground.” 

Behold our Lord Jesus prostrated there in the gloom of the gar- 
den, crushed to earth with a surpassing sadness, sorrowful unto 
death! The awful night lowered above Him dark and terrible, 
but not darker nor more terrible than the gloomy vision of sin that 
overcast His soul, shutting out the view of all things pleasant and 
agreeable, clouding, as if in anger, the face of the Heavenly Father 
Himself. 

Remorse, shame, separation from God, are the fatal consequences 
of sin, which Jesus there in the Garden realized to the full extent. 
To experience the punishment due to one mortal sin were a fearful 
thing, even for the unhappy man who, to the vicious tendencies of 
his nature, has added grievous personal faults lessening his repug- 
nance for evil because destroying his interior sanctity. But Jesus 
was born of the Immaculate Virgin Mother; His Sacred Humanity, 
from union with the Divine Word, was absolutely pure and sinless ; 
His soul was enriched with every virtue, clothed in every grace. 
For Him to experience the punishment due to one mortal offense, 
though that offense was not His own, was something more strangely 
fearful, because the remorse penetrated more deeply into His being, 
the shame and repulsiveness of another’s iniquity was for Him more 
sickening and unbearable, the consequent separation from God and 
withdrawal of the support of the Godhead which constitutes the 
despairing curse of the damned in hell, filled His soul with wider 
desolation, horror and dismay. 

But remember the Son of God chose to be the Victim devoted 
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to expiate not alone one mortal offense or the offenses of one only 
man, but the offenses of the whole world, sins more numerous than 
the sands of the sea shore. He was alone there amid the gloom 
of the garden. It is true His disciples were with Him. But they 
were sleeping. They could not watch one hour with Him. The 
powers of evil alone seemed to be abroad and active, eager to work 
His destruction. As in a vision He beheld the sins of all mankind 
gathering around Him, thronging about Him, pressing upon Him 
as if to satisfy their hatred of God by accomplishing the ruin of His 
Son in the human flesh. There were sins of anger and jealousy, of 
murder and idolatry, of blasphemy and pride, of unbelief and apos- 
tasy, of adultery and despair; sins of rich and poor, of priest and 
layman; all the crimes whose punishment has blasted the lives of 
individual men, all the wickedness and violence and debauchery 
that have brought on this poor, poor world untold misery and ruin 
and disgrace, all the evil deeds of my life and yours—all were 
gathered there about our Blessed Lord and beat upon Him and over- 
whelmed His powers like the waves of a pitiless, raging sea. 

For Him the words of the psalmist (Ps. Ixviii) were true indeed, 
“Save me, O God: for the waters are come in even unto my soul. 
I stick fast in the mire of the deep: and there is no sure standing. 
I am come unto the depth of the sea: and a tempest hath over- 
whelmed me.” Every fibre of His being, every faculty and sense, 
was drenched and saturated, so to speak, by the fetid tide of evil 
that swelled about Him. He was steeped in the unfathomed horror 
of our sins; He was drawn down into the depths of their infinite 
malice. While in His sinless flesh, He felt the keenness of their 
poisonous sting, His mind stood aghast at the clear view of their 
malignity ; His sacred Heart sickened with unutterable shame and 
disgust at the consciousness that this loathsame mass of iniquity 
was laid upon Him and imputed to Him as the innocent Victim, 
only by the shedding of whose Precious Blood it could be washed 
and purged away. 

Let us here pause for a moment to adore our Divine Saviour in 
His humiliation. Let us be grateful to Him because, for the love 
of us, He subjected Himself to the worst of human conditions and 
necessities, amid suffering and loneliness and desolation pouring 
forth in the garden that ardent prayer for comfort and assistance. 
Let us honor His bitter Passion and agony, because, while truly 
man, Jesus, the Saviour of men, was at the same time the one true 
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God that upholdeth all things by the word of His power. Yet in 
His Passion and death He kept His sovereign majesty veiled from 
sight, He withheld His Divine power, left His human nature to 
fight its own battles alone—to be crushed and broken by pain and 
distress to the very limit of human endurance, and yet to triumph 
amid despair not so much by natural strength as by the strength 
acquired by earnest and persevering prayer. 

Let us sympathize with Jesus in the excess of that mental pain 
that bathed His limbs in the bloody sweat of a dying man. While 
doing so, one important fact we must bear in mind. His thoughts 
and His grief were not for Himself but for us alone. It was wholly 
for us that He was overcome with sorrow. His own suffering and 
pain and distress, He accounted as nothing provided they obtained 
for us repentance and the amendment of our lives. And what 
caused Him the deepest agony, the chalice He prayed most ear- 
nestly to have removed from His lips, because the hardest to drink, 
was the ingratitude of so many mortals who disgrace every step 
of their lives by their continual offences against Almighty God; 
by their final impenitence they render worthless and useless His 
labors, His prayer and His Sacrifice. 

Let us hope that the angel from heaven that appeared to our 
Saviour in the garden to comfort Him by momentarily showing 
Him the benefits that His Passion would bring to those destined to 
eternal life, assured Him likewise of your conversion and perse- 
verence in grace. Let us hope that it was this that gave Him 
sufficient courage and strength to arise even from the midst of the 
throes of death, to go forth with undaunted heart and encounter 
the perils of betrayal and death. “Rise up, let us go. Behold, he 
that will betray Me is at hand.” 

II. The betrayal. It is not pleasant to recount how our Blessed 
Lord was delivered up to death. The treason of Judas, the mur- 
derous designs of the Jewish leaders, Pilate’s lack of courage, the 
fickleness of the populace each have a réle to play in the distressing 
drama. 

It was avarice that prompted Judas to attempt his Master’s down- 
fall. His plans to betray Him succeeded beyond expectation. He 
held in his hand a slave’s ransom, thirty pieces of silver. He re- 
called the scene in the garden—the dark night, the rabble with 
swords and clubs. In the dim lantern light, he could see once more 
the prostrate forms of the mercenaries cowering on the ground, 
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struck down at the first sound of Jesus speaking. Did the cop. 
science of Judas reproach him less when he remembered the traitor. 
ous kiss that ended his long and intimate friendship with Jesus? 
Was he not conscious of greater sin at the thought that he was 
one of the Apostles and knew full well that the kingdom of the 
Son of God was not of this world? Alas that he had not heeded 
in time the warning that it were better for the betrayer had he 
never been born. If punishment is fitted for the crime, then the 
sin of Judas was great indeed, since in despair he took his own life. 

Envy and homicide actuated the designs of the Jewish leaders 
long before the treachery of Judas placed Jesus at their mercy. For 
months, nay for years, they had laid snares for His life. Their 
repeated failures and disappoinments served only to strengthen their 
jealousy and hatred. They were jealous of an influence over the 
people that was not their own. “This man doth many miracles,” 
they said, “if we let him alone all will believe in him.” They had 
daily proofs of our Saviour’s high character even before He made 
the challenge, “Who can convince Me of sin?” Everywhere people 
spoke of His meekness, His charity and tenderness, His zeal for 
the honor of God and indignation against wrong-doing. But this 
purity and nobility of life was a standing rebuke to their own selfish 
pride and hypocrisy. And it was the spirit of jealousy, entering 
into their wicked heart, that led them to deny the Messiahship of 
Jesus and to attribute His miracles, in which was visible the finger 
of God, to the power of the devil. They denied the Messiahship of 
Jesus, though they saw Him, in support of His claims, command 
the winds and the sea, heal the sick and the infirm, raise up the 
dead from the grave and put to confusion the demons of the nether 
world. Too long had they sinned against the light; too long had 
they nursed in their hearts the unforgiving spirit of enmity and jeal- 
ousy to be excited to fear or repentance by any warning that Jesus 
now gave them. Caiphas, the high-priest, interrogated Jesus, “Art 
thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed God?” Jesus answered, 
“Tam. And I say to you, hereafter you shall see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of God, and coming with the clouds of the 
heavens.” In face of His enemies, Jesus makes plain the fact that 
He is the Son of God, equal to His Father in glory; and also that, 
as Messiah, He will come at some future day to judge the living and 
the dead. Were the Jewish priests and scribes to be turning aside 
from their wicked designs by such a warning and message of 
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truth? Nay, the declaration by Jesus of His divine prerogatives 
are made the pretext for his condemnation to death. “Behold,” 
gid Caiphas, “You have heard the words of blasphemy. What 
think you?” The unanimous verdict of these unrighteous judges 
in Israel is, “He is worthy of death, because He has made Himself 
the Son of the living God.” 

Perhaps the Jewish leaders were exasperated to madness by the 
strength of character displayed by our Divine Lord when face to 
face with their enmity. Did they imagine that guilt and sin could 
attain to the Sinless One, if they condemned Him to the punish- 
ment of the worst criminal? Did they think that disgrace and 
shame could sully His life and character if they cast upon Him 
the insult and indignities and outrages that are wont to be cast 
upon the most fallen of men? Did they wish to subject Jesus to a 
cruel death to find out if He were a true and real Man, that death 
could destroy, or some Being greater than man who could con- 
quer death? For such men, confirmed in wickedness, what shall 
the sign of Jonas the prophet avail? Submission to God’s Will 
and acknowledgment of their wickedness will be farthest from 
their thoughts when the Victim of their hatred shall rise glorious 
and immortal from the tomb. 

Pontius Pilate, the civil governor under whom Jesus suffered, 
was convinced of the innocence of his prisoner. He knew that the 
high-priests and magistrates had delivered Jesus to him through 
envy, “You have presented unto me this man,” he declared, “as one 
that perverteth the people, and behold, I, having examined him be- 
for you, find no cause in this man, no nor Herod neither, for I 
sent you to him, and behold, nothing worthy of death is done to 
him.” Pilate’s wife shared her husband’s conviction. “Have noth- 
ing to do with that just man,” she told him, “for I have suffered 
many things in a dream because of him.” 

Further Pilate understood that he was responsible for the execu- 
tion of capital punishment. ‘“Knowest thou not,” he said to Jesus, 
“that I have power to crucify thee, and I have power to release 
thee.” This power he understood gave him no authority to con- 
demn the innocent if, indeed, as Jesus reminded him, it was given 
him from above. 

But Pilate unfortunately lacked the courage of his convictions. 
To safeguard his personal convenience, to retain the favor he had 
with the public, he appeared ready to sacrifice the rights of Jesus, 
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however sacred and inviolable. Nor was Pilate saved from the re. 
sponsibility of his deeds when, as a hypocrite, he washed his hands 
in public before the people, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of 
this just man.” 

Jesus should not have been bound as a malefactor, much less could 
He be ranged in that class of criminals condemned to death for their 
crimes against society. Now see how Pilate consummated this in- 


justice. He had a notorious prisoner, Barabbas by name, who was 


a thief, who, in a sedition in the city with other men, had committed 
murder. Side by side with this prisoner, Pilate offered Jesus to the 
choice of the Jews. “You have a custom,” he said, “that I should 
release one to you at the pasch. Whom will you that I release to 
you: Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?” Barabbas was pre- 
ferred. A homicide and a robber was chosen in preference to our 
Lord as if our Blessed Lord were the less worthy of the two. 

It was not according to the law that the innocent should be flog- 
ged. Yet Pilate ordered Jesus to be flogged. The soldiers carried 
out the sentence. Stripping Him and platting a crown of thorns, 
they put it upon His head and a reed in His right hand. And they 
mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews.” And they gave 
Him blows, and spitting upon Him, they took the reed and struck 
His head. Then Jesus was brought out to the view of the people 
and Pilate said, “Behold the man!” What evil had He done to be 
thus treated: to be beaten with whips and rods, buffeted in every 
possible manner, clothed in the purple robe of mock royalty, crowned 
with thorns and now exposed to the contempt and derision of the 
multitude? 

If Pilate’s aim was to satisfy the Jews and retain his popularity 
with them, be began by the imposition of less grievous punishment. 
But he finally went to the limit. Scourging was only less severe 
than death itself. All other penalties were exhausted and still the 
priests and magistrates were not appeased. Seeing that he pre- 
vailed nothing to oppose the will of the Jews, but rather that a 
tumult was made, he gave sentence against Jesus. This sentence 
was so cruel and barbarous that it had never been sanctioned by 
Jewish law. It was a sentence imposed only by pagans. And it 
was the final act of Pilate’s injustice against One in whom he 
could find no cause. He delivered Jesus to be crucified. 

But if Jesus received ill-treatment from those who were not His 
friends, surely He had special claims upon those who were bound 
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to Him by the strongest ties of gratitude. I refer to the people 
who had often listened to His teaching and Divine Doctrine. Fre- 
quently Jesus had healed their sick and infirm, consoled their 
aficted, laid His hands upon their little children and blessed them. 
What enthusiastic friends and followers were they in the hour of 
His triumph! Only a few days before, when the news arrived in 
Jerusalem that Jesus had raised up Lazarus from the tomb, the 
crowd went forth to meet Him. They strewed their garments and 
palm branches in the way. They sang the joyous refrain, “Hosan- 
nah to the Son of David! Blessed is He that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord!’ But now what a change! They see Jesus fallen and 
His enemies triumphant. They see Him hunted like a robber with 
swords and clubs, bound as a malefactor, and beaten as a criminal 
doomed to the gallows. A pitiable sight He presents to their eyes; 
crowned with thorns and streaming with His own Blood. They 
are ashamed of their former loyalty. And surely it was an un- 
welcome admission for the Man of sorrows and a woeful evidence 
to Him of the vacillating nature of man, at the very moment when 
He had most need of sympathy and kindness and gratitude, to be 
greeted by that savage shout of execration, “Away with him, away 
with him, let him be crucified.” We are told frequently by the 
different Evangelists that the Jewish leaders could not lay hands 
on Jesus because they feared the people. The people had reason 
to be the best friends of their Divine Benefactor. Why now do they 
join in the vehement and persistent demand for His life Blood? 
“Let Him be crucified. Let His Blood be upon us and upon our 
children.” The very vehemence and persistency of this demand, 
in which the people took part, was the deciding factor and cause 
that brought about the condemnation of Jesus and laid the Cross 
upon His shoulders. 

We should not be Christians if we did not condemn the atrocities 
practised upon the person of our Divine Lord. Let us not, how- 
ever, congratulate ourselves too much upon our superior righteous- 
ness. The passing of centuries has not greatly changed the nature 
of man. Looking’ around us, nay looking backward into our own 
lives do we not see the counterpart of Judas’s treason in the dis- 
respect we have shown for things holy and sacred? Have we not 
at times been traitors to our religion and our God? Do we not see 
the counterpart of Pilate’s injustice and moral cowardice in the 
lamentable frequency with which, to avoid unpleasant worldly con- 
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sequences, we, in our own persons and on our own responsibilty, 
with a clear knowledge of what we were doing, have invaded the 
rights of heaven, seeking after the temporal rather than the eternal? 
In the deliberate hostility and envy of the Jewish leaders, js 
there not portrayed the aversion and dislike that sin in general bears 
for things heavenly? Is not the enormity of every grievous of- 
fense tantamount to an attack on the Supreme Being such as oc- 
curred against the person and life of Christ? Finally in the in- 
gratitude and fickleness of our Lord’s own friends, we surely behold 
that all pervading wantonness and frivolity of the human heart 
that, day after day and year after year, leads us to forget how 
great favors we have received from on high and to turn the gifts 
and graces and blessings we enjoy against our heavenly Benefactor. 
With utter indifference to our true welfare and the honor of God, 
we join ourselves in deed if not in word with that impious throng 
who exclaim, “Away with him, away with him, let him be crucified!” 

My dear brethren, let us learn a lesson from the punishment of 
the Jewish nation who rejected and betrayed the Messiah and lost 
forever their birthright as God’s chosen people among the nations 
of the earth. Let us be certain of this one fact: if we imitate their 
persistence in wicked purposes we shall resemble them in the pun- 
ishment we shall draw upon us. As individuals and as a people 
we shall be rooted out and destroyed from our native country. It 
was in the year 70 A. D. that Titus, the son of Emperor Vespasian, 
ended the bloody Jewish war by the capture and destruction of 
Jerusalem with its temple. Over a million Jews perished during 
the war. There is no doubt that our Saviour viewed this fate as 
the outcome of their treatment of Him. He shed tears when He 
prophesied the evils that were to afflict His native land. “The days 
shall come upon thee: and the enemies shall cast a trench about thee, 
and compass thee round, and straiten thee on every side, and 
beat thee flat to the ground and thy children who are in thee; and 
they shall not leave a stone upon a stone: because thou hast not 
known the time of thy visitation” (Luke xix, 43-44). 

III. The crucifixion. The way to Calvary is called the royal 
way of the Cross, beause it was consecrated and sanctified by the 
painful steps and bleeding feet of the King of Kings, Who with 
truly royal love and devotion spent Himself thereon to the limit of 
His strength and energy. He poured out thereon the last drop of 
blood that visited His sad Heart. His flagging steps were often 
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stayed, in the midst of this wearisome journey, as His frame, 
weakened by the emotions of the agony and the atrocities of His 
betrayal, sank exhausted beneath the load He bore—the heavy 
weight of our sins. At last when He was fixed to the wood of the 
Cross and raised aloft on His bed of pain, the shadows of death 
were already gathering over His failing eyes, even as the daylight 
died out and darkness overspread the face of the earth. 

Peace should be left to the dying. The last moment of life 
ought to be sacred to all men. But malice will not permit our 
Saviour to die in peace. Even at that solemn hour, the good He 
accomplished is made a reproach against Him. “He saved others,” 
they cry out in mockery, “himself he cannot save.” The reliance 
He placed in His Heavenly Father is divided. “He trusted in 
God, let Him now deliver him.” They turn to bitter scorn His 
royalty over the hearts of men. “If thou be King of Israel, if thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the Cross and we will believe 
in thee.” And these insults were cast at Him while His Life-blood 
ebbed fast away from many a tear and gash in His bruised Body, 
from His thorn-pierced Brow and from the opening made by the 
nails that pierced His Hands and Feet. 

It was therefore impossible for Jesus on the Cross to look either 
for outward consolation or relief from bodily pain. But was it 
possible for Him to shut out the world and retire within Himself 
to find comfort and peace? Had he not the intimate knowledge 
that St. John and His own Blessed Mother with other holy women, 
stood there at the foot of the Cross, faithful to the last? But where 
were the others, his own Apostles, who loved Him sufficiently to 
follow Him to Calvary? Alas! even St. John and His own Blessed 
Mother could not understand the extent of His afflictions; and their 
sympathy, great as it was, was but a drop compared to the sea of 
bitterness that inundated His soul from Gethsemani to Calvary. 
He refused to drink the vinegar and gall that His suffering might 
not be in the least mitigated. He purposely shut out all adequate 
consolation to the last and allowed only sorrow and anguish to 
assail Him. He saw not the glory that would accrue to His Heavenly 
Father from His death or the benefit that would accrue to men. 
Only His failures were before Him. Seemingly these were great 
enough to occupy His whole mind. Abandoned by all, He saw His: 
love without effect on the hearts of men, His devotion without 
fruit, His sacrifice in vain. And as He gradually sank lower into 
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the cold embrace of death, He was confronted especially by the 
crowning iniquity of mankind daring to lay impious and violent 
hands upon the life of their Creator in human flesh. Nay more, 
He seemed to be cut off and accursed of God because He belonged 
to this wicked race. The vision of the divine Countenance was 
clouded in anger and Jesus experienced more acutely still that 
punishment of sin which consists in separation from God and with- 
drawal of the support of the Godhead. And remember it was only 
the Sacred Humanity united to the Eternal Word, that could 
realize, while living on earth, this pain of loss in all its unspeak- 
able intensity. 

No wonder the awful cry broke from His dying lips, “My God, 
My God, Why hast Thou abandoned Me?” No wonder as He 
drew His last breath, the daylight was extinguished and an un- 
wonted darkness overspread the Holy City, while the earth was 
moved with trembling and the dead arose from their graves. No 
wonder the people ran about striking their breasts with fear and the 
centurion cried out, “Surely this is the Son of God.” 

It is the human nature of Christ that suffered, but in suffering 
His Divine Nature manifested itself. If men remained silent be- 
fore the Heavenly Presence the very stones did cry out. But behold 
the good thief addressing the dying Saviour, in words that God 
grant we may all repeat in the hour of dying, “Lord remember me 
when Thou shalt come into Thy Kingdom.” It is truly the Saviour 
of men, the Word made Flesh that could give that assurance to the 
good thief which Jesus gave, “This day thou shalt be with Me in 
paradise.” The kingdom referred to by the good thief, the paradise 
that is promised by Jesus with His expiring breath, is the blessed 
kingdom of redeemed souls founded in the shedding of the Precious 
Blood. 

Let us be convinced that such a kingdom was established for us 
at a great price. The Son of God by the excess of His love for men 
and His devotion for their welfare, overcame the selfishness and 
ingratitude of the world. By exposing Himself to evil and permit- 
ting evil to exhaust all its energy upon Him, He deprived evil of 
power to harm those who make themselves the friends of God. By 
descending into the tomb, He robbed death of its sorrow and bitter- 
ness by opening for us the gates of eternal life. By offering Him- 
self a victim for sin, He gave glory to God, because He made full 
and adequate reparation for the offenses of men against the Sover- 
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eign Majesty. Hence St. Paul, speaking of our Saviour and His 
Passion, declares, “Being in the form of God, He thought it not 
robbery to make Himself equal of God: but emptied Himself, tak- 
ing the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men, and in 
habit found as a man. He humbled Himself, becoming obedient 
unto death, even to the death of the Cross. For which cause God 
also hath exalted Him and hath given Him a name that is above 
all names, that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow .. . 
that every tongue should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the 
glory of God the Father” (Phil. ii, 6-11). 





PALM SUNDAY 
THE FINAL SCENES 
BY THE REV. H. G, HUGHES 


“And when He drew near, seeing the city, He wept over it, saying: If 
thou also hadst known, and that in this thy day, the things that are to thy 
peace; but now they are hidden from thy eyes.”—Luke xix, 41, 42. 


SYNOPSIS.—To-day the Church calls us to begin the contemplation of the 
final scenes of Christ's earthly life; beginning with that solemn event so 
touchingly set forth in the liturgy to-day—the procession to the place of 
sacrifice; to end in the offering, as now in every Catholic church, of the 
Divine Victim for the sins of His people. The setting of to-day’s event. 
The three years ministry: its three stages—common to the career of 
most religious reformers; viz.: preliminary success, opposition of vested 
interests, final triumph or defeat. Christ passed through these three 
stages—but His apparent defeat was really the most glorious triumph 
of failure, repeated, again and again, in the life of His Mystical Body, 
the Church. 

THE LAST JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM. A few days before Palm Sunday, 
Jesus announces His intention of going to Jerusalem. He does not hide 
from His disciples what will happen to Him there. Astonishment and 
fear of the disciples. Christ’s eagerness to go: He walks on in front 
of them, contrary to His usual custom. 

How often we are like the disciples: frightened, lagging behind. Yet 
if only we would look up, we should see Jesus leading us along the 
way to Eternal Life. He does not promise ease and comfort, but He 
does promise strength and consolation. He leads us to the Cross; but 
gives strength to bear that Cross: and He leads us on the way that 
brings us to final happiness. How timidly we follow: why do we not 
look forward, beyond the Cross, beyond the grave, to where He awaits 
us with the crown? 

But we must hasten on with Him to Jerusalem. The journey through 
Jericho, to Bethany. The short rest there with His friends. Mary 
Magdalene anoints Him. Palm Sunday morning: the journey over 
Olivet to Jerusalem—passing Bethphage on the way. The incident of 
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the colt of the ass. The triumphal procession. Jerusalem and the 
surrounding country and towns full of pilgrims for the Paschal Festi- 
val. Jesus well-known to them. Their joy at finding that He wos 
going up for the Pasch. Their expectation that He would set up an 
earthly kingdom, Hence their joy and enthusiastic reception of Him. 
The procession to Jerusalem, to the precincts of the Temple. Soon, dis- 
appointed in their hopes of earthly glory, they will shout “Crucify Him.” 
The dismay of the rulers: their endeavor to stop the shouts of triumph. 
Christ’s reply “the very stones would cry out.” 

Some lessons—I, Devotion to that Innocent Victim. II. Self-re- 
_— We have cried one day “Hosanna,” and the next “Crucify 

am.” 

We have done this in the light: with full knowledge. How deep ought 
to be our repentance. 

THE FIRST SIGHT OF THE CITY. JESUS WEEPS. Beauty of the view of 
Jerusalem from the summit of the Mount of Olives. What Christ must 
have thought as He gazed upon it. The whole past history and present 
glory of Jerusalem, of the temple; of its worship. The Lord of that 
temple is coming to it; only to be rejected, scorned, and slain. 

At the sight of Jerusalem, the crowds redouble their shouts of joy: 
but “Jesus weeps.” 

Christ thought not only of the fate of Jerusalem; but also of the far 
more terrible fate of souls, who reject Him. To them He says, “If thou 
hadst known, etc.” 

Thank God, it is not yet too late for us to know “the things that are 
to our peace,” if we will steep our hears and minds in the thoughts of 
His Passion. But we must not delay to turn to Jesus. May God grant 
that we may form the habit of meditating on the Passion. Then Christ 
will not have wept over our souls. 


To-day, dear Brethren in Jesus Christ, the Catholic Church calls 
upon the children to turn their minds, with all the loving attention 
that she can arouse and they command, to the final scenes of our 
Divine Lord’s earthly life. And she begins with that solemn and 
touching event which is so beautifully portrayed in the sacred 
liturgy this morning—His triumphal entry into Jerusalem to under- 
go His Passion. It was the procession to the place of sacrifice, 
the first stage of the great action by which we were redeemed. Like 
the procession that is witnessed in every Catholic Church to-day, 
like every procession to the Altar of Sacrifice in every Catholic 
church ever since, it was to end in the offering of the Divine Victim 
for the sins of His people—the offering made now with a mystic 
blood-shedding, but then in all the reality of actual and cruel suf- 
fering and the pouring out of His Precious Blood again and again 
in copious streams for the washing of our guilty, sin-stained souls. 

Let us try to place before our minds the setting of to-day’s event. 
We must look back and take a brief glance at the time, a short time, 
not fully three years, of our Lord’s ministry. We may divide that 
ministry into three stages, not measured by dates, but by the vicis- 
situdes that marked it. 
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When any great religious teacher arises, and especially when he 
is also a religious reformer, his career is usually marked, first by 
preliminary success, secondly by the opposition of enemies, whose 
vested interests, as we say, are threatened by the new teachings and 
by the influence of the reformer upon men’s minds, and thirdly and 
lastly there comes either defeat or final triumph, according as 
the defenders of the threatened interests are strong enough or not 
strong enough to put down the reformer and his work. Our Divine 
Lord passed through these stages: but in His case that happened 
which has since often happened to His servants and followers, the 
Saints; and it was this, that His apparent disgrace and utter break- 
down were in fact to prove a moral victory; and in the case of 
Jesus a victory unparalleled in the world’s history. He was to 
exhibit to the Jewish and heathen world, and to all subsequent ages, 
the glorious triumph of failure, a triumph repeated, over and over 
again, as we may see with our own eyes, in the life and history 
of His mystical Body the Church. When the time has come, a few 
days before Palm Sunday, in the week, that is, before the great 
annual Paschal Festival of the Jews, the Divine Master announces 
His intention of going up to the city. And He does not hide from 
His Apostles what is going to happen to Him there. 

“And Jesus going up to Jerusalem,” we read in the II. Chapter 
of St. Matthew, “took the twelve disciples apart and said to them, 
Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man shall be be- 
trayed to the chief priests and the scribes, and they shall condemn 
Him to death; and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to be mocked, 
scourged—yes, dear brethren, and more than this—the “crown- 
ing horror,”. to be crucified—hanged as a criminal—and, He added 
—the third day He shall rise again. In St. Mark, the X. Chapter, 
we read of this sad last journey towards the Holy City. “And 
they were in the way going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus went before 
them, and they were astonished, and following, were afraid.” They 
knew that Jerusalem was the seat of His most bitter, most unfor- 
giving enemies. They are astonished at His going at all; they are 
full of dread of the consequences. They are astounded also at 
His eagerness to go. So eager is He to meet that death which is to 
save the world that, contrary to His usual habit, He does not walk 
with them as usual speaking the word of life, but presses forward 
alone, they following timidly at a distance. 

Yes, Jesus, Who knows clearly everything that He is to endure 
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in that city of which He is rightful Lord and King, hurries on. The 
Apostles, who even when He tells them do not fully understand, 
are yet full of vague fears. He goes before. He leads the way. 

Brethren, it is the same now. Along the stony path that leads to 
Life eternal, along the thorny way of life, through every trial and 
struggle, in sorrow and temptation, if only we will look up we 
shall see Jesus leading the way. He does not promise us ease and 
comfort, but He promises strength and consolation. He will lead 
us to the Cross, but He will help us to endure that Cross. Trial 
and struggle and temptation must be our lot if we are at all true 
followers of Him. But He goes before, He has carried the Cross 
before us; He points the way, and it is the way to final happiness, 
to joy and peace and bliss unending and unspeakable. The Son 
of Man goeth to be scourged and mocked and crucified, but the 
third day He shall rise again; and He promises us a like resurrection 
when our fight shall have been fought and the Eternal Day shall 
dawn. 

Oh how timidly, too, often we follow Him along the way of 
trial; like those Apostles who hung back on the way to Jerusalem. 
Why do we not look forward beyond the Cross, beyond the grave, 
where our good and loving Master awaits us with the crown that He 
shall place upon our head? 

But we must hasten on with our Lord. Passing through Jericho, 
He journeys to Bethany, close to Jerusalem, separated from the 
Holy City by the Mount of Olives. He reached Bethany on the 
Friday evening before Palm Sunday. The next day was the Sab- 
bath, and was spent in rest. In the evening of that day, the last 
Sabbath of the Lord’s earthly life, His dear friends in Bethany, 
Martha, Mary, and the risen Lazarus, celebrated His coming by a 
feast in the House of one Simon, called the leper. Then it was that 
Mary Magdalene, she who had been a great sinner, full of love and 
gratitude, anointed His Sacred Body with the precious ointment. 

The next day, Palm Sunday, our Blessed Lord left the well- 
beloved dwelling of His friends for the last time: the home where 
He had spent so many happy hours of rest and sweet converse. 
After this He literally had nowhere to lay His Head, and slept 
with His Apostles upon the bare ground. Leaving Bethany He took 
a pathway that lead over the crest of the Mount of Olives down to 
Jerusalem on the other side of the hill. 

As He passed from the confines of Bethany into the open country 
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4 little village called Bethphage came in sight. On seeing it He 
stopped, and sent two of His disciples into the village, saying, “Go 
into the town which is over against you, at your entering into which 
you shall find the colt of an ass tied, on which no man hath ever sat: 
loose him and bring him hither. And if any man shall ask you: 
Why do you loose him? you shall say thus to him: Because the 
Lord hath need of his service.” Everything happened as Jesus had 
foretold, and the colt was brought to Him, and placing their gar- 
ments upon the colt they sat Jesus thereon. 

And now began the lowly triumph of the King of Kings; now 
was fulfilled that which the Prophet Zachary had said: “Rejoice 
greatly, O Daughter of Sion, shout for joy, and Daughters of 
Jerusalem: Behold thy King cometh to thee, the just One, the 
Saviour, poor, and riding upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass.” 

You must understand, dear brethren, that Jerusalem was full of 
pilgrims from distant places, come for the Paschal Festival ; that the 
countryside and the surrounding towns were filled with pious Jews 
making their way to the city, the fields dotted with the tents of 
those who were unable to find accommodation elsewhere. To them 
all Jesus was well known; there were numbers amongst them who 
had been healed of disease by His word and touch. They were 
full of the great miracle of the raising of Lazarus. It is easy there- 
fore to understand their enthusiasm. They had been wondering 
whether or no He would show himself that year at the Paschal 
Feast. The news that He was coming had got to Jerusalem, so 
that besides the multitudes who accompanied Him from Bethany, 
a vast crowd came out from the Holy City to meet Him. They 
were not ignorant of His claim to be the Messias, the Saviour of 
their Nation; there was a general expectancy that He was now 
about to set up His Kingdom—an earthly Kingdom, as even His 
Apostles still imagined—and that the ancient glory of the Kingdom 
of David was about to return for good. Hence their rapturous 
joy: hence the marks of honor they gave Him, spreading their gar- 
ments in the way, tearing down the branches of the trees to wave 
as triumph and cast down in His path. Meeting Him, the vast 
concourse from Jerusalem turned about and preceeded Him into 
the city, while the rest followed after and the air rung with their 
shouts: “Hosanna: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord: Blessed be the kingdom of our father David that cometh: 
Hosanna in the highest.” All join in praising the great One whose 
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mighty works they had seen and known—the Healer, the Life-giver, 
Him Who, as they expected, was now to restore the Kingdom of 
David to its former power. 

Thus they brought Him to Jerusalem, to His death, to apparent 
dishonor and disgrace. These same people, disappointed in their 
hopes of earthly glory, were soon to turn against Him and to change 
their shouts of Hosanna into that dreadful cry, “Crucify Him: 
Crucify Him.” 

Through the streets of the city they progressed, till they reached 
the precincts of the temple, into which none might enter stained 
with the dust of travel: and here they dispersed. 

The Chief Priests and Pharisees witnessed all this with dismay. 
During the progress of Jesus they had sent emissaries amongst the 
multitude to try and stop their shouts of praise. And to them our 
Lord had said: “If these should hold their peace, the very stones 
would cry out.” All their efforts failed to hinder the triumph of 
the King, and they retired, baffled for the time, but with their hatred 
raised to such a pitch of frenzy that they would be satisfied and were 
satisfied with nothing less than the cruellest death that they could 
inflict upon Him. 

There are many lessons, lessons of deepest import and life-long 
application that we may learn from pious prayerful meditation on 
the events of this day. I may not stay to draw them out. 

The mere contemplation of that Innocent, Holy Victim, going on 
majestically, so calmly to His awful Sacrifice, must surely fill our 
hearts with love and gratitude and devotion to Him Who had us 
in mind. 

And there is a deep and bitter reproach that we all must feel— 
a reproach that, but for the mercy of God, but for that very death 
itself to which Jesus was going, would mean despair. I mean the 
thought that we, too, have one day cried “Hosanna,” and another, 
“Crucify Him, Crucify Him,” when we have betrayed our dear 
Lord by sin, and by sin in very truth have crucified Him afresh. 
Oh what tears of repentance can ever suffice worthily to atone for 
what you and I have done; not in ignorance like the Jews, but in the 
full light of faith, and the knowledge of who He is and what He 
has done. 

Oh how much we owe Him! How much He has forgiven us. 
Oh, during this holy time, let tears of true contrition flow, and 
great cries at sorrow rise from our inmost hearts for what we have 
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done to Him Who loves us so truly and so well. Like Magdalene, 
being forgiven much, let us love Him much, and now, at last, give 
ourselves to Him with earnest purpose never to injure our dear lov- 
ing Lord again. 

But there is one incident in that triumphal progress which I may 
not pass over, so full it is of pathos, of love and grief—so elo- 
quently does it tell us of the evil of sin and of the great love of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus for our poor sinful souls. 

As you mount the crest of Olivet, the Holy City comes sud- 
denly into view. Travellers tell us that even now it is a marvellous 
sight. When our Lord saw it, the city was in its glory, in the 
zenith of its splendor and beauty—one of the wonders of the 
oriental world. Above it all rose the marble and golden roofs of the 
temple, shining in the bright eastern sunlights so brightly that the 
eye could not bear to gaze upon it. 

And as Jesus looked upon it, there came back to Him the whole 
past history of that fair and favored spot—the chosen dwelling- 
place of the Most High. He recalled the mercies and favors that 
God had so prodigally poured out upon the City and its people. 
There had dwelt the Divine Presence; there, with stately pomp and 
the music of those wondrous Psalms of David the worship of the 
true God had been celebrated, white-robed Priest and Levite minis- 
tering at the daily Sacrifice. There had been prepared the place, 
where, had its people been faithful, the Saviour of the world should 
have found His welcome, if anywhere on earth He might a wel- 
come find. But all had been in vain. The Lord was coming to 
His temple, only to be rejected, scorned, slain. And so, “seeing the 
city, He wept over it.” Great tears rained down His Sacred Face, 
great cries of anguish burst forth from His Sacred Heart; for the 
crowning sin of His own people, for the awful and utter de- 
struction that was to come upon them. 

When the great company that was with Him saw the Holy City, 
they could not curtail their joy, and “the whole multitude of His 
disciples began to praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty 
works they had seen, saying, Blessed be the King Who cometh in 
the Name of the Lord, peace in heaven and glory on High.” 

But He, the object and center of all this, He weeps bitter tears 
of anguish: “Oh, if thou hadst only known, and that in this thy 
day, the things that belong to thy peace; but now they are hidden 
from thine eyes.” And then He foretold that dreadful destruction 
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that was to come: when the Romans should surround the city with 
a wall that made it—“first a prison and then the tomb of eleven 
hundred thousand Jews slain within its confines, and should not 
leave it till the destruction was so complete that a Jew coming from 
afar soon after would have asked with horror what place it had 
been.” 

But the Divine Master was not thinking only of Jerusalem: 
He was thinking of human souls; those souls He came to save, for 
whom He was about to die; of whom He foresaw that they would 
reject Him. Oh the calamity, far worse than all that fell upon 
Jerusalem, that must fall on the soul who rejects her Lord. “Ah,” 
Christ says to such a soul, “if thou hadst known, in thy day, when 
there was yet time, when the door of mercy was open, when grace 
was offered, when salvation was in your power: if thou hadst then 
been faithful, humble, contrite, prayerful, willing to follow Me 
along the road of self-denial that I would have made sweet for you 
in spite of the pain and struggle—if—but now, now it is too late.” 

Thank God, Brethren, it is not yet too late for us; not too late 
if we will look lovingly to Jesus; if we will steep our hearts and 
minds always in the thought of His Passion. There, indeed, in the 
thought of, and in prayerful consideration of the Passion of Jesus, 
is a sure remedy against sin, a sure means of victory against 
temptation, a pledge and earnest of life eternal. But do not delay 
to turn from sin: do not put off repentance; lest one day those sad 
words of Jesus be true of you: “If thou hadst known.” May God 
grant that, thinking of His bitter sufferings during this time, many 
of you, my dear brethren, nay, all of you may begin, or if you 
have already begun it, may strengthen the habit of constant loving 
contemplation of those sufferings, a habit of true devotion to that 
Passion in which is all our hope of grace and of glory. If you do 
this, then it was not over your soul that Jesus wept, for He saw 
and sees that His Blood was not shed in vain for you, but that 
through that Blood, and your trust in that Blood, you shall be 
saved at last to praise His goodness and His love with His re- 
deemed for ever. 
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EASTER 


THE RESURRECTION 
BY THE REV. JOSEPH MCSORLEY, C.S.P. 


“The Lord is risen indeed.”—Luke xxiv, 34. 


SYNOPSIS.—The fact of the Resurrection which is commemorated on 
Easter Day has to many grown commonplace through familiarity. It 
really constitutes the cornerstone of our faith, and is our pledge of 
immortality. The peace that Easter brings and the inspiration to faith 
which it suggests, come to every Christian, but in a special measure to 
those who have been through some period of suffering, just as spring 
is joyful in the measure that the winter has been hard. Easter is more 
full of meaning, too, for those who have gone carefully and fervently 
through the exercises of Holy Week; and have entered into the spirit of 
its sadness. If we have been in the Garden and under the Cross with the 
disciples, if we have shared their sorrow and hopelessness, we can now 
understand and participate in the wonderful joy which filled their souls, 
when on Easter morning they realized that the Lord was truly risen; 
and that death had been conquered forever. The significance of the 
Resurrection was that suffering and evil had been finally overcome; and 
that all through the future history of the human race, pain and loss 
would henceforward be merely instruments of good. This is a lesson 
that we must apply to our present situation, so that we may view our 
hardships and griefs in the light of God’s care of us. Suffering and 
temptation must be undersiood to be merely so many steps in the ascent 
heavenward. When we appreciate the fact that Good Friday fore- 
shadows Easter, we shall suffer patiently in the hope of a glorious re- 
ward. If we carry the cross, it will carry us to a place where there shall 
be no more sorrow and no more death. 


It is Easter morning. We are together here, my brethren, wor- 
shipping God with joy and peace in our souls, with songs of exulta- 
tion and ringing Alleluias on our lips—for Christ has risen from 
the tomb. We are here together looking upon the everlasting, un- 
shaken cornerstone of our faith, the final telling witness to the 
Divinity of our Lord and Master, the chief credential of the Church 
of Christ, the Resurrection. And as we dwell upon it, we find new 
meaning in a fact grown commonplace perhaps to inattentive minds 
and careless eyes. Here, nature and death have been overpassed. 
Man is now sure of supernatural, immortal dignity. Behold the 
proof,—Christ risen from the grave. We can look down now upon 
all the perishable world; within our grasp we hold the pledge of a 
blissful eternity. 

Truly, brethren, there is not one of us who does not share in this 
day’s sweet peace, no soul that does not reflect some faint gleam 
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of Easter brightness, none that remains utterly irresponsive to the 
triumphant music of the heavenly Alleluia. Even where sorrow 
and sin have made deepest impress, even to those who writhe in 
pain, or helplessly groan from depths of despair,—even to these 
the day brings something of comfort and peace and joy. Yea, it 
brings more perhaps to them, than it does to others. For as unto 
the sinner and the lost sheep Christ came, so for the weary and 
heavy laden is reserved the sweetest and deepest of His Easter joys, 

The April morning air is full of music and sunshine, that seem 
all the more wonderful because a few weeks back the world was 
snowshrouded and stark with cold. A day or two ago we were 
bowed down with grief and over our souls a great darkness closed. 
Great as is human capacity to suffer, on Calvary it was surpassed. 
We felt the hot breath and the fiery touch of an anguish that could 
snap the heart-cords of the Incarnate God. It was the darkest 
night we have ever known, and its lingering shadows still fringe 
the heavens, but now that the sunburst has flashed out in gleaming 
splendor, and the day has come, the very sharpness of the contrast 
intensifies each new discovered beauty. And so it is with those 
whose souls have been wrung by pain or sorrow. For them this 
Easter morn has most significance; to them its message of hope 
brings greatest joy and comfort. They best can see how from the 
rising of the Crucified Christ, we too win our pledge of immortal 
life; how this morning’s story makes the Christian’s confidence un- 
quenchable, teaching him that out of the bitter shall come forth the 
sweet, and up from the dregs of trial and discouragement shall 
spring living water. If our hour on Calvary has been followed by 
an Easter morning, which of us shall fail to read in every moment 
of bitter suffering a rainbow promise of coming bliss. After what 
we have seen and heard and looked upon, no evil can overcome us, 
no sorrow crush us, no failure cause despair. The lesson of Easter 
gives each one of us undying trust and confidence. 

Let us recall the scenes we have been contemplating. But lately 
we saw Him, on Whom the angels love to gaze; and there was no 
beauty in Him, nor comeliness. The sacred Body was bruised 
and broken; from head to foot there was no soundness in Him. He, 
the Word of Life, led as a sheep to the slaughter, and dumb as 4 
lamb before the shearer, bent under scorn and blows, writhing with 
the sting of scourge and nail and piercing lance, despised by men, 
forsaken of God, cursed, hated, reviled, blasphemed, abandoned,— 
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dead. Imagine the feelings of those who loved him, when the 
three hours agony was over,—the light of the world darkened, and 
life itself extinguished. They who had faced trial and temptation 
and remained steadfast, were now laid low with faces in the dust. 
Him that they knew and loved, the Son of God, the desired of 
nations, they had seen outraged, tortured, put to death. It is the 
fnal triumph of evil. Good is helpless then; the Power of God 
avails nothing. Misery and death and black despair must be our 
portion forevermore. “This was He Whom we hoped should re- 
deem Israel.” His mission has failed, and our hopes have perished. 
Picture, if you can, the bitterness that dwelt in the shadows of that 
Friday evening, the desolation of spirit, the lonely helplessness of 
those, who loved the dead Christ. May be you have looked out 
on a world at times, and beheld nothing but a black stormy sea, 
without peace, or light, or vision of land or sky. But your gloom, 
a thousand times magnified, would scarcely shadow the darkness 
in the souls of those who went slowly from the foot of the Cross, 
having looked their last at its terrible burden—the mangled Body 
of Jesus Christ. 

And oh, the unspeakable sweetness of their Easter morning. 
First it is Mary Magdalene as she stands in the garden weeping. 
A voice speaks, “Mary.” She, turning herself back, sees Jesus, 
standing. And she comes to the disciples and tells them, “I have 
seen the Lord.” 

Then it is Peter and John who run to the sepulchre and stooping 
down see the linen clothes, laid by themselves, and go away won- 
dering. 

Then did the two disciples, on the way to Emmaus meeting Him, 
recognize Him not, until while at table He took bread and blessed 
and broke and gave to them, and their eyes were opened, and they 
knew Him. 

Yes, true it was; the dead had come to life, the Lord was arisen 
indeed. And as the eleven were gathered together to discuss this 
wonderful thing that had come to pass, suddenly Jesus stood in the 
midst of them and saith to them: “Peace be to you. It is I. Fear 
not.” 

Why now could we fear, O Lord, of life and death. The world’s 
great victor, Thou hast overcome. The conqueror of earth’s best 
and greatest, man’s supreme foe has bent knee before Thee. 
Death’s kingdom is no more, and his power is broken; no longer 
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can he claim dominion over the children of God. Henceforward 
we understand and really appreciate the meaning of death, that it 
is to us but a portal opening the way to everlasting life. Death! 
where now is thy victory or thy sting? God is triumphant for 
evermore. By the Lord Christ has all the bitterness of life been 
abated and extinguished; and that which men call evil is for His 
friends henceforward the instrument and means of good. 

There, brethren, is the second lesson to be noted this Easter 
morning. Suffering and death still are useful, still are necessary; 
for through them we attain to Heaven and heavenly joys. Re- 
member the words of the risen Lord, “Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things and so to enter into His glory?” Again He 
repeats the lesson in converse with His assembled disciples, “It 
behooved Christ to suffer and to rise again.” Let us dwell on the 
significance of the statement thus repeated and emphasized as well 
worth considering. Our Easter joy has been bought by Holy 
Week ; its price was a period of long and bitter suffering. Do not 
forget that. Just as a woman when she is in labor has pain, but 
forgets all her suffering and abounds in joy after her child is born, 
so shall we think no more of the burdens of this mortal life when 
once we have entered into immortality. But for the present, the 
burden and the struggle are necessary. Remember sin has been 
washed away by the shedding of blood. Still does the path of life 
lead through the shadowed valley. Death and evil have been not 
annihilated, but transformed, altered from curses into pledges of 
everlasting life and joy. Except for sleep, there could be no glad 
awakening—without the grave no resurrection. Up from the dead 
springs life. Unless a grain of wheat falling into the ground die, 
itself remaineth alone. 

And so, we dare say, the best treasures of this season, the fullest 
measure of Easter joy, comes only to those that have toiled through 
ways of sorrow. Perhaps most of all to us, who claim a loved one 
dead, to us whose palms are still warm from the touch of a hand 
now cold, whose ears ever ring with echoes of a voice forever 
stilled—only to us perhaps comes Faster’s full-tided bliss. 

Blessed is he that hath a dear one dead. Blessed is he that can 
say: “I knelt by the bedside of one I loved, as she struggled and 
died, but even in my tears, I demand her not back from God. 
Broken-hearted, I still praise God that she went to be enfolded in 
her Creator’s loving arms, thus to realize life’s fullest joy. This 
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Easter morning is my proof and pledge that she whom I love is not 
dead, nor in the dust, but risen and alive. Oh, the joy of Christ’s 
Resurrection for me. It changes my faith into a vivid reality—it 
plants hope firm and deep within my heart. A confidence that never 
can be shaken, now is mine. The Easter lily and its symboled hope 
are part of my life. I have been taught my lesson through sor- 
row; and it has been learned, thank God, thoroughly and well.” 

We that have tasted of the bitterness of death, we are God’s 
favorites this Easter morning. Now and henceforth, suffering, 
temptation, death appear to us as so many sign posts on the high- 
way leading to everlasting life. We are children of the promise; 
hope is as the breath of our nostrils. Not an idle hope. No, 
Christ’s own word teaches us. He that suffers shall be crowned. 
Behold the proof—our risen Lord in His shining vestments, with 
gloriously transfigured wounds. As we look we realize the truth of 
the words: “If thou carry thy cross willingly, it will carry thee and 
bring thee to a place where there will be an end of suffering, and 
death shall be no more, nor sorrow nor crying nor mourning shall 
be any more.” 





LOW SUNDAY 
JESUS, THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
BY DOM SAVINIEN LOUISMET, 0.S.B. 


“He will speak peace unto His people, and unto His Saints, and unto them 
that are converted to the heart.”—Ps. Ixxxiv, 9. 


SYNOPSIS.—Jesus called by Isaias the Prince of peace; He has verified 
this prophecy in His nativity, during His infancy, in the thirty years of 
His hidden Life, in His three year's Apostolate, during His Sacred Pas- 
ston, whilst on the Cross, in Hts Resurrection, in paradise, on our altars. 

The first meeting of Jesus with His Apostles after His Resurrection, 
prophetically figured, when Joseph the son of Jacob, made himself known 
to his brethren. Why Jesus did not say to His Apostles: “Joy be to you,” 
but “Peace be to you.” 

The peace which Our Lord gives contrasted with the evil peace of the 
world. The former is based upon self-renunciation. Its component 
parts. It is possible even in calamitous war times. How it works. The 
test of true Christianity. 


My dear brethren—we read in to-day’s Gospel: “Now when it 
was late, that same day (of the resurrection), being the first day of 
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the week, and the doors were shut, where the disciples were gathered 
together for fear of the Jews, Jesus came, and stood in the midst 
and said: “Peace be to you.” And when He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His side. The disciples therefore 
were glad. And He said to them again, “Peace be to you” (John 
xx, 19-21). More than six hundred years before this event, Isaias 
the prophet, singing the glories of the coming of our Lord in the 
flesh, had given Him, among other magnificent epithets, that of the 
Prince of Peace: “A child is born to us and a son is given to.us, 
and the government is upon His shoulder, and His name shall be 
called: Wonderful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of the 
world to come, the Prince of Peace” (Is. ix, 6). 

Has our Lord shown Himself to be the Prince of Peace? Let 
us for a moment consider and see if He has not. At His nativity 
the angels came down from heaven and sang: “Glory be to God in 
the highest and on earth peace to men of good will.” In His in- 
fancy He chose to give way before the wrath of Herod and fly 
into Egypt, rather than display His divine power, or make an ap- 
peal to His legions of angels to defend Him. 

He proved Himself the Prince of Peace during the thirty years 
of His hidden life, when no one ever heard His voice raised in 
contention. He showed Himself the Divine Prince of Peace dur- 
ing the three years of His apostolate, when He went about doing 
good, doing all things well, preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom to 
the poor, forgiving sins, giving sight to the blind, hearing to the 
deaf, speech to the dumb, calling to Himself all those that labored 
and were heavy laden, that He might refresh them, and in all things 
teaching men to be meek and humble of heart. He showed Him- 
self the Prince of Peace in His Sacred Passion, when without rais- 
ing a cry of protest or indignation, he submitted to such cruel and 
ignominious treatment. Again, He was the Prince of Peace on the 
Cross, where He prayed for His executioners, and gave us Mary 
for our Mother, and said to the good thief, “This day shalt thou 
be with Me in paradise.” And now, in the glory of His Resurrec- 
tion, He shows Himself the Prince of Peace, in that He brings 
peace to His disturbed and fearful Apostles: “Peace be to you! 
Peace be to you!” and He showed them His crimson wounds like 
five red seals which should for ever attest our reconciliation with 
God. The Prince of Peace is He in the glory of heaven, where 
He sits at the right hand of God the Father, and intercedes for us. 
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The Church He built on earth is the House of peace, and the great 
daily Sacrifice of the Mass, offered on all the Altars of the world, 
is nothing else but the mystery of peace, whereby present peace is 
diffused upon man, and a sure pledge of future and eternal peace is 
given him. 

There is an intense beauty in the scene of the first meeting of 
Jesus with His Apostles, after His Resurrection. They had proved 
themselves cowards, all but the virgin Apostle, John, whose love 
was stronger than death itself: they had abandoned their loving 
Master, in the moment of His sore distress, and left Him in the 
hands of His mortal enemies, and not dared even to show them- 
selves near him at the moment of His death. One therefore might 
have expected that the first meeting of Jesus with them after His 
Resurrection, should have been not a little disconcerting for them; 
that Jesus would have upbraided them on account of their unworthy 
conduct, make them feel the weight of His just resentment, and 
would only have condescended to be reconciled, after they had 
made handsome apology to Him. He might have appeared only to 
St. John, who had been brave and faithful, and used him as His 
messenger to the others, to inform them of the satisfaction due 
before they could again be admitted to His intimate love and 
familiarity. But no! He comes unasked, unexpected, and His first 
words are the gentle greeting: Peace be to you! Had not our 
Lord that very morning given the holy women, to whom He had 
appeared, this message for His Apostles: “Go, tell My brethren to 
repair to Galilee ; there they shall see me?” (Matt. xxviii, 10). It 
looks as though our risen Saviour had first resolved to appear to 
His Apostles only after they had repaired into Galilee, and then 
changed His mind during the day, compelled thereto by His great 
love. Or rather, we ought to see in it all a most delicate attention of 
our Lord. By His first message through the holy women, He meant 
toallay the fear the Apostles might have had of an immediate meet- 
ing with Him, and by His surprise visit and lovely greeting He 
takes away at once all painful apprehension from their hearts. 

There is in the book of Genesis a very moving incident; the 
scene of the disclosure of Joseph, the son of Jacob, when he makes 
himself known to his brethren, who had sold him into bondage 
when he was but a youth. Now, after many years, through God’s 
providential intervention, Joseph had been raised to the dignity of 
Prime minister of Pharao: he was all powerful in Egypt, and of 
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course his brethren could not suspect this man to be their younger 
brother. When he cried out: “I am Joseph; is my father still liy- 
ing?” his brethren could not answer him, so much struck were they 
with amazement. Then he said mildly to them: “Come nearer to 
me.” And when they were come near him, he said: “I am Joseph, 
your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. Be not afraid, and let it 
not seem to you a hard case, that you sold me into these lands, for 
God sent me before you into Egypt, for your preservation.” And 
Joseph kissed all his brethren and wept upon each one of them, 
after which they were emboldened to speak to him (Gen. xlv). A 
touching scene, this, and a prophetic figure of what we are now 
contemplating in the first meeting of our Lord after His release 
from death, with those He so lovingly deigned to call His brethren. 

So our risen Saviour said to His Apostles: Peace be to you. He 
did not say: Joy be to you. We read in the book of Tobias, that 
when the Archangel Raphael, disguised as a beautiful youth, en- 
tered the house of Tobias and addressed to him this salutation: 
“Joy be to thee always,” the blind old man responded with some 
bitterness: “What manner of joy shall be to me, who sit in dark- 
ness and see not the light of heaven?” Why did not our Lord say 
to His Apostles and in their persons to us also: “Joy be to you 
always”? For two reasons: firstly, because it is impossible that 
joy be with us always in our present condition of trial—and of 
trial under sin. As long as we are in this exile, burdened with the 
flesh of sin, vexed with all manner of temptations, in the midst of 
a world of sorrow, saddened by the sufferings of those we love, 
harassed by our invisible enemies the devils, and far from our 
heavenly home, it is simply impossible that we should have joy 
always. Secondly, not only is it impossible, but were it possible, it 
would not be expedient. No, it would not be desirable that joy 
be always with us so long as we are here below. It would not 
be to our advantage: it would spoil us, make us forget God, and 
render us unfit for heaven. It would be a snare to our feet, to 
entangle us and make us fall into all manner of sins. Ah! this is 
not the land of joy indeed: far from it. The sooner we realize 
this, the better. The sooner we give up the chase after this elusive 
will-o’-the wisp which we call earthly happiness, and set earnestly 
to work out our salvation at all costs, the better. Mayhap, joy will 
come to us when we cease to pursue it. But at best we shall have 
it only occasionally, and in a very limited measure, and each time 




















SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 563 
only for a very brief space of time, and even then it will seldom 
be unmixed with sorrow or regret or fear of some kind. It needs 
must be as long as we are on earth. 

Now the best substitute for joy and earthly happiness, a substi- 
tute which it is not impossible for us always to possess, and one 
which indeed it is desirable to make our own at all times, is peace: 
the peace of God, that peace which surpasseth all understanding, 
that peace which our Lord calls His own, because it is for Him 
alone to give it to those He loves, and because, moreover, it is the 
very same sort of peace which He Himself enjoyed whilst on 
earth, even in the midst of the persecutions of the Pharisees, even 
in the midst of the most bitter torments of His Sacred Passion. 
“My peace I leave to you, my peace I give to you. Peace be to 
you!” 

Do you ask, brethren, what kind of peace it is that our Lord 
brings to His Apostles, and to the world, and to all of us, on the 
day of His Resurrection? Let us try to understand. The Apostles 
were to go and preach the Gospel all over the world, and in doing 
so, to be treated even as their Divine Master. They were to meet 
with all sorts of opposition, hypocritical and violent, to be thrown 
into prisons, to be scourged, to be scoffed at, to be put to cruel and 
shameful deaths, and yet through it all to possess their souls in pa- 
tience, and to proclaim to an astonished world, the blessedness of 
suffering. “My peace I leave to you, my peace I give to you. Not 
as the world giveth, give I to you.” 

What sort of peace has the world to offer? The peace it holds 
out to its votaries, is one based upon the satisfaction of every un- 
bridled passion. But can there be peace where there is enmity 
with God, war with one’s better nature, where harm is being done 
to others? The egotist, the worldly minded, the ambitious, the 
haughty, the man who follows the lust of the flesh, the drunkard, 
the miser, these may cry out “Peace, peace,” but they know it not. 
Are they not at war with God, and with their nobler selves, and 
with their own kind? Do they not perpetrate every kind of in- 
justice, laying in ambush for the unwary, oppressing the poor, se- 
ducing the innocent, and plunging their victims into untold misery? 
They may seek to blind themselves to the evil they have done, to 
drown it in oblivion, and to enjoy the fruit of their iniquity—Is 
this peace? They may call it so, but it is not. God has said: 
“There is no peace for the wicked” (Is. xlviii, 22). 
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The peace which Jesus brings this day to those who love Him, 
is one based upon self-renunciation. “If any man will come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me, 
For whosoever shall save his life shall lose it; and he that shall 
lose his life for My sake, shall find it” (Matt. xvi, 24-25). The peace 
which we eagerly seek at the blessed hands of our risen Saviour is 
made up of the following component parts: first, Reconciliation 
with God; secondly, Submission to His Holy Will in all things; 
thirdly, A well-ordered interior; fourthly, Mutual concord and 
agreement with our brethren; fifthly, Good will and charity toward 
all men, especially toward the poor and the afflicted; sixthly, Love 
of our enemies, according to the express command of our Lord: 
“I say to you, love your enemies, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that persecute and calumniate you, that you may 
be the children of your Father Who is in heaven” ( Matt. vi, 44, 45). 
Behold, of all these most precious elements is a solid peace made up. 

But some may wonder and ask: Can you have peace whilst one 
half of the world is convulsed with war, and such a war as was 
heretofore impossible to conceive of, and whilst the rest of the 
world knows not how soon it may be irresistibly whirled into the 
vortex? Can those involved in this tremendous calamity possess 
peace? The combatants on either side, men of all ages, who have 
left dear ones at home, and who are called upon to pour out their 
‘ blood, and to deal destruction and death to their opponents: can 
they have peace? They are confronted on all sides with death in 
so many forms: death on land and death on sea, death from the 
deep and death from the sky, death from cold and exposure and 
death from shattered nerves and brain fever. All these kinds of 
death have to be faced by millions of men, and the grim reaper’s 
scythe relentlessly continues to'mow down whole fields at a stroke. 
Can there be peace for men so situated? And can there be peace 
for the bereaved mothers, the young widows, the helpless orphans, 
the impoverished and famished, the homeless, those who have lost 
everything? Can there be peace even for such? Can they be ex- 
pected to possess their souls in patience? 

It seems a bold question, but the answer will be not less bold. 
We must unhesitatingly answer in the affirmative. Yes. Oh my 
dear brethren, there can be peace for all and in all these mis- 
fortunes, and in any other (sin excluded), which may yet visit 
our wretched earth. The peace of God, the peace of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, the peace which I am laboring to describe to you, is 
absolutely independent of all that happens outside the sanctuary 
of the soul; independent of all human events, of all accidents, of all 
bodily violence. It is a personal possession too deeply seated in 
the center of the soul for men or devils to lay hands on. It is im- 
parted from the very heart of our Saviour, straight into the very 
heart of His fervent followers: “Peace be to you: My peace I leave 
to you, My peace I give to you. Not as the world giveth, give I to 
you.” The world or the devils have no power to take away what 
is thus given, unless the Christian be the first to lay open the fortress 
of his soul, turning traitor to God and to his own eternal interests. 

Here shines in all its splendor the sublime superiority of the 
Christian philosophy over all other human disciples. It does not 
deny pain, it does not forbid affliction; tears and sobs and broken 
hearts do not scandalize it; it gives free play to the most human 
feelings of sympathy and love and sorrow, and at the same time it 
permits not the mind and will to be overthrown by misfortune, 
howsoever sudden or unforeseen or cruel. It weeps with those 
who weep and leaves them soothed, pacified and consoled. It is 
only the religion of the God made man, of the Lamb of God slain 
for our sins which could achieve such a marvellous result. Only 
the risen Saviour could pour out such a peace in the bosoms of the 
wretched victims of the sins of others. There is nothing but Chris- 
tion faith, and hope, and charity, to render at all bearable such 
wounds as have been made by this terrible war. Nothing will 
avail. Faith, hope and charity in their work of consolation and firm 
support for every true servant of God, in whatever walk of life, 
and under whatever stress of circumstances, even as they did with 
the first Christians in the times of persecution. 

In fact, herein lies the test of true Christianity. The modern 
world and its boasted civilization are on their trial to-day—both 
stand condemned by the bitter, murderous fruit they have brought 
forth: “By their fruit ye shall know them.” Each individual man 
likewise, is on his trial. This awful cataclysm has been permitted 
that the secrets of all hearts might be revealed. God is searching 
the hearts and reins, and it may well be that many a self-approved 
virtue hitherto shining as gold, is found to be nothing but base 
alloy, whilst perhaps many an unknown sufferer is in the eyes of 
God a hero of Christian patience and fortitude. 

Oh! that the world may soon emerge from this great deluge of 
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blood and tears, purified, chastened, humbled, converted, turned 
from its evil ways, turned to God and to His love! Oh! that men 
may come at last to love one another as brethren in Jesus Christ, 
and serve God instead of their evil passions. Then will the words 
of our Blessed Lord to His Apostles on the day of His Resurrection 
have their full effect: “Peace be to you, peace be to you,” and our 
present life will be but a prelude to the eternal life of peace in 
heaven, which is what I wish for you each one. 
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LENTEN SERMONS 
THE CHIEF EVILS OF THE TIMES 
A Course OF SEVEN LENTEN SERMONS 
BY THE REV. H. NAGELSCHMITT 


V. AMBITION 


“You know that the princes of the gentiles lord it over them, 
and they that are the greater, exercise power upon them. It shall 
not be so among you, but whosoever will be the greater among 
you, let him be your minister, and he that will be first among 
you, shall be your servant.”—Matt. xx, 25-27. 

Our Saviour uttered these weighty words on the occasion of a 
noteworthy occurrence that took place whilst He was making His 
last journey to Jerusalem. The mother of James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, approached Him with her two sons, adoring Him 
and beseeching that He would give them the place of honor in His 
kingdom, and allow them to sit one on His right hand and the other 
on His left. It seems strange that these two disciples, who knew 
our Lord so intimately, should let their mother ask such a favor, 
and thus reveal an ambitious spirit. We can account for it, how- 
ever, if we remember that the Holy Ghost had not yet descended 
upon the Apostles, so that they were not yet filled with humility, 
and their request shows at least that they deemed it the highest 
happiness to be near their Master. Our Saviour recognized the 
love that prompted their petition, and did not reprove them sternly, 
but said gently: “You know not what you ask.”’ He told them that 
membership of His kingdom, the Church, did not confer any worldly 
advantage, but involved on the contrary suffering, endurance and 
self-denying service, and even were they willing to submit to all 
these things, the privilege that they sought could be bestowed only 
by His heavenly Father. When the other Apostles heard these 
words they were indignant at the ambition of the two brothers, 
but Jesus said to them: “You know that the princes of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and they that are the greater, exercise power 
upon them. It shall not be so among you, but whosoever will be 
the greater among you, let him be your minister, and he that will 
be first among you, shall be your servant.” The Apostles were 
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not to suppose that in their Lord’s kingdom the sovereignty re. 
sembled that of ordinary states, in which princes issue arbitrary 
commands to their subjects and exhort obedience from them. Al. 
though in Christ’s kingdom there were to be differences of rank, 
and some were to command and others to obey, yet the superiors 
were really to serve the inferiors, and devote themselves to their 
welfare. This is the spirit of Christianity, a spirit of humility, self- 
denial and self-sacrifice. 

My brethren, if our Lord’s own disciples gave way to ambi- 
tion, is it any wonder that many people at the present day are 
addicted to the same vice? “If in the green wood they do these 
things, what shall be done in the dry?” (Luke xxiii, 31). Like 
earthly possessions, so do worldly honors exercise an extraordinary 
fascination over men, turning their heads, and preventing them from 
ever being at peace, until they have attained the highest social rank 
and the applause of the multitude. People desire not only to have 
wealth, but to enjoy great reputation, to be highly esteemed and 
to possess influence and power. This aspiration is one of the com- 
monest failings of our age, and I have chosen it as the subject for 
my sermon to-day, for boundless ambition is due to the suggestions 
of the evil one. 

I. Innate in every individual is a wish to be like God, and a kind 
of intolerance of all who are great and powerful. This feeling led 
our first parents to disobey God, and their sin has brought inde- 
scribable misery upon the whole human race. It has been the source 
of many evils, and especially of ambition and all its unhappy con- 
sequences. As long as men acknowledge God to be their supreme 
Lord and Judge, and as long as they take the teaching and example 
of Jesus Christ, our Divine Redeemer, as the rule of their thoughts 
and actions, they will keep their craving for earthly grandeur and 
distinction within reasonable limits, for they will give honor to 
God in all things, and will walk in humility and contentment along 
the paths which He assigns to them. But when Jesus Christ ceases 
to be their Master, Teacher and Guide, self-love will reign supreme 
in their hearts and dominate all their thoughts, words and works. 
This self-love, or, as it is called in Holy Scripture, pride of life, has 
self as its one aim, seeks to exalt self and exacts from all a tribute 
of praise and adulation. It is completely opposed to the spirit of 
Christianity, and is a disturbing element in society, for it fills men’s 
minds with madness and folly. From self-love springs ambition, a 
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vain desire to rise to a level with others, or to occupy a superior 
position in which applause, fame and glory will fall to one’s 
lot. Adam was dissatisfied with the dignity conferred upon him 
by his Creator, and aspired to becoming like God. In the same way, 
an ambitious man is never contented with the social position as- 
signed to him, and aspires to something higher, where he will en- 
joy more honor, influence and glory. I said in our last discourse 
that greed for money and possessions is extremely common nowa- 
days, and I may assert with equal assurance that ambition has 
infected every class, and poisons almost all hearts in a greater or 
less degree. Few are willing to acknowledge that they are in- 
fluenced by a craving for honor and glory, but whoever carefully 
and honestly examines the motives underlying his words and actions 
will probably find that he is not free from a wish to shine in society 
and to win applause. Of course it is not always wrong to love 
honor and strive to acquire it. It is natural for every person to 
wish to stand well in the opinion of others, and to derive pleasure 
from the consciousness of enjoying their esteem; this feeling is 
so deeply implanted within us that it is hardly possible for it to be 
eradicated. Even a criminal tries to hide his repulsive and odious 
proceedings, since he fears the criticism and censure of those about 
him. But love of honor, being natural to all men may be a means 
of deterring them from sin, and of stimulating them to virtue. 

If a man regards himself as made in the image of God, as re- 
deemed by Jesus Christ and as the temple of the Holy Ghost, and if, 
in consequence, he not only respects himself but desires others to 
respect him, this is far from being reprehensible and sinful, and may 
be the means of urging him on to greater perfection. St. Paul tells 
us that God will reward with eternal life all who, “according to pa- 
tience in good work, seek glory and honor and incorruption” (Rom. 
ii, 7). Therefore in calling ambition sinful, and in describing the 
pursuit of honor as reprehensible, I have no intention of con- 
demning this desire to win recognition for the dignity that man 
enjoys in consequence of his redemption and sanctification; nor am 
I referring to any aspiration after virtue and God’s approbation, 
but only to a vain craving after wordly honors, dignities and dis- 
tinctions. This latter craving is much more common than the 
quest of true honor, pleasing in God’s sight, and I can easily prove 
to you the accuracy of this statement. Let us look first at our chil- 
dren. Their hearts are still free from many violent emotions that 
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disturb our peace, but they are not free from ambition. They wish 
to take precedence of others and to be praised by parents and 
teachers. Older boys and girls want to distinguish themselves and 
to attract attention by their dress. They are sad if their means 
do not suffice to purchase finery, and they envy those who can oc- 
cupy a better position in society. Who does not like to be flattered 
for some advantage that he happens to possess? Who does not 
delight in the applause of relations and friends? In riper age 
ambition increases rather than diminishes. Each wishes to sur- 
pass his neighbor, and to have more reputation and influence. Few 
are contented with their position and circumstances, if they see 
that others are better off. In many cases it would be quite possible 
for a workman to support his family upon his wages, but he knows 
some one of his own class who can spend more money on comforts 
and luxuries, and so he is discontented and has no peace of mind. 

Many business men have all that they need, and could be happy, if 
they chose; but they are too ambitious to rest as long as others 
make greater profits than they do. Many want to be thought 
well-educated and refined, and force themselves into the ranks 
of those who are really their superiors. The most ignorant people 
often succeed in their attempts to push themselves forward, be- 
cause at the present time intelligence, knowledge, modesty and 
virtue are not as highly esteemed as was formerly the case, and it 
is the fashion to be self-assertive, to run down others and to adopt 
a bold and rough manner. Truth can no longer raise her voice 
without arousing a storm of abuse, and virtue is compelled to with- 
draw into some secret hiding-place to avoid the risk of being called 
stupidity and narrow-mindedness, whilst ignorance, error and li- 
cense triumph openly. Hence it is easy enough nowadays to pose 
as intellectual and enlightened, and it is no longer necessary to ac- 
quire knowledge with labor and exertion; men no longer are at 
pains of learning by experience before thinking themselves quali- 
fied to express an opinion on public affairs; they do not care 
to win the respect and esteem of their fellow countrymen by a life 
of honest industry; they are quite content to talk about everything, 
whether they understand it or not, to proclaim their views on every 
imaginable topic, and to attract attention by their bold and pre- 
sumptuous bearing. If they can do this, they are satisfied, for they 
fancy that they possess the means of ensuring their own happi- 
ness and of winning applause from others. 
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I need hardly point out that their aims are as reprehensible as are 
the means that they adopt in order to attain them. An ambitious 
man does not scruple to employ any means, if only he can rise 
to a more conspicuous position. He stoops to base practices from 
which a straightforward man would shrink; he has recourse to 
fraud and hypocrisy that are condemned both by common sense 
and Christianity; he disparages and slanders his neighbors; he is 
disloyal to duty and religion, and he even sacrifices virtue and in- 
nocence on the altar of his ambition. In a word—to an ambitious 
man nothing is sacred, if only he can gratify his craving for spuri- 
ous honors. A workman, for instance, who wishes to rise and at- 
tract attention, praises his own work and criticizes that of others; 
he parades his own honesty and skill, and questions the ability and 
trustworthiness of his fellows. A vain girl, anxious to curry favor 
with worldly people, practises the art of pleasing and deceiving 
others; she procures all sorts of tawdry finery, and frequently falls 
into vice, if she cannot otherwise indulge her taste for dress. An 
ambitious youth runs after men who have made a name for them- 
selves, for he hopes to learn from them how to do the same; and 
he soon perceives that he need only run down religion, law and 
authority, abuse individuals and the general state of affairs, and 
boldly disregard all order and discipline. He is not slow to prac- 
tise what he has learnt, and finally outstrips his masters. 

How do the various political parties act at elections? One party 
decries another, extols itself, and makes the most exaggerated prom- 
ises as to what it will accomplish, should it win the day. Candidates 
for office cringe and flatter the electors, and put up with every- 
thing, if only they can secure votes. If they are elected, they have 
to exert themselves to the utmost, in order to retain their position. 
The mob resembled a spoiled child, never satisfied unless his parents 
give him what it wants. So do the masses applaud their idol as 
long as he humors their whims and flatters their fancies; but they 
discard him unmercifully as soon as he ceases to do so, or when a 
more plausible speaker appears upon the scene. Ambition is the 
keynote to the actions of both candidates and voters. 

There is perhaps no passion that causes men so much suffering as 
ambition. It leaves them no rest and is every day the source of fresh 
bitterness. If after laborious efforts an ambitious man attains his 
end, and reaches a higher and more honorable position, he at once 
perceives something else that is still beyond him. The same thing 
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happens again and again; he is always trying to rise, and is rest. 
less and dissatisfied. Should he, however, fail to secure the coveted 
promotion, he is sad and depressed, and detests and envies his more 
successful rivals. Consider, my brethren, what will be the result 
if this incessant craving for honor, glory, influence and power be- 
comes universal. What will happen if no one is contented with his 
position and circumstances, and if all aspire to what is out of 
their reach, in their anxiety to gratify their ambition? Not only 
men of mature age, but even mere boys, devoid of all experience 
and knowledge, push themselves forward, and claim a right to di- 
rect the destiny of their nation, and to interfere in the govern- 
ment. When such people by their words and writings are con- 
tinually stirring up the masses, using even the worst means in 
order to acquire fame and notoriety, it is impossible for any good 
to result. The more ambition abounds, the more is the peace of 
nations endangered. Ambition lies at the root of most of the evils 
so prevalent at the present time among men of every rank and age, 
and if there were less ambition, we should not have to complain 
of so much discontent, envy, hypocrisy, fraud, jealousy, vitupera- 
tion, strife and discord; there would be less foolish emulation, less 
boastful display, and fewer disturbances, for, as it is, the peace 
and security, both of individuals and of the community, are con- 
stantly threatened, and we may well believe that even worse evils 
are impending. 

If everyone were contented with his lot, he would not think it 
worth while to envy his superiors. If all were animated with the 
Christian spirit of humility and charity, we would bless rather than 
curse, and our blessing would be returned. Inferiors would not 
murmur at their superiors, nor would the latter despise the lowly, 
weak and helpless members of society. If we were not ambitious, 
we should regard those around us as our brethren, loving and re- 
specting them, and not attempting to raise ourselves above them; 
there would be no tendency to rebel against law and order, for none 
would cherish feelings of arrogance and self-assertiveness. Chris- 
tian humility and faithful, persevering industry in the calling as- 
signed to us by God are the only means whereby we can protect 
ourselves against ambition, and the innumerable evils that result 
from it. 

II. My brethren: if we did our best always to walk in accordance 
with our high dignity and destiny, and thus to honor God and 
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render ourselves worthy of the esteem of our neighbors, our ef- 
forts would be by no means reprehensible, in fact, they would do 
much to keep us from sin and to make us persevere in virtue. Few, 
however, strive after honor in this way; what the world calls honor 
is really mere vanity and vainglory. We do not seek to distinguish 
ourselves by the goodness of our lives and our active, self-sacrificing 
charity, but we have recourse to pitiable, mean devices, and so we 
fail to attain our goal; we may be envied by fools, but we are the 
laughing-stock of the wise. Are the advantages, at which we aim, 
really so highly esteemed by the world, as to justify the efforts that 
we make to secure them? Let us look into the matter, and see 
whether there is any justification for our love of display and for 
our ambition. 

The chief objects of ambition are, as a rule, high position, repu- 
tation, knowledge, recognition of merits, external display and 
wealth. What do all these amount to? Do they really promote 
virtue and establish a man’s worth? No, his worth is by no means 
determined by his name and reputation amongst men, nor do they 
affect his value in God’s sight. Glory and splendor do not promote 
peace and the happiness resulting from a good conscience. All 
human life begins and ends in the same way; all, whether kings or 
beggars, must die. All our knowledge is merely fragmentary, and 
the more a man learns, the more is he convinced that what he does 
not know is infinitely greater in amount than what he knows. 
Much of the learning, of which men boast, is utterly worthless. 
They think themselves clever if they can criticize or ridicule others, 
if they can make unseeming jests and defile innocent minds by 
foul conversations. They are proud of their ability to depreciate all 
existing institutions and to drag what is sacred down to the dust. 
In order to be considered broadminded and enlightened a man 
must be a slanderer, a liar and a hypocrite; he must set about re- 
forming the universe, jeering at religion and denying all that is 
holy. Can fame won by such means be worth having? No, my 
brethren ; if a true reputation for intelligence and broadmindedness 
were to be gained in such a way, the devil would be more intelligent 
and broadminded than anyone else, for he is a master of all these 
arts. Have we any right to boast of our merits? Surely not, for 
any merit, that we possess, we owe to God’s grace, and it would be 
the height of folly and presumption to glory in what is not our own. 
What can be said on behalf of outward pomp and display? They 
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are the adornments of a body that will soon fall a victim to death, 
and will decay in the grave. Earthly riches can never bestow true 
dignity and honor, for they are vain, deceitful and transitory, 

Let us never strive after these things in the hope of thus win- 
ning honor and glory. A craving to be exalted above others mani- 
fests itself in a disposition to aim at fame, influence, power and dis- 
play; it is really mere folly and madness, totally opposed to the 
spirit of Christianity, which inculcates modesty and humility, 
St. Peter was addressing all Christians, when he wrote: “Do ye all 
insinuate humility one to another, for God resisteth the proud, but 
to the humble He giveth grace” (I Peter v, 5). We shall discover 
ground enough for self-abasement, if we consider the inexhaustible 
source of ruin, that dwells in every human heart, and recall the 
multitude of evil tendencies to which we are so ready to yield. Our 
lives are stained with sin; in sin we are conceived, and born, in sin 
we live and in sin perhaps we shall die. If we boast and extol our- 
selves, if we fancy ourselves to be something, whereas we are noth- 
ing but poor, sinful mortals, are we not displaying our folly? Does 
it not beseem us rather to be humble, instead of trying to exalt our- 
selves above others and to acquire things, that may be important 
and valuable in the sight of men, but are absolutely worthless in 
the sight of God and from the point of view of Christianity? No 
human being ever possessed greater honor and glory than David, 
and yet, when he was at the apex of his power, he said: “Before 
the Lord, who chose me—and commanded me to be ruler over the 
people of the Lord in Israel, I will both play and make myself 
meaner that I have done, and I will be little in my own eyes” (2 
Kings vi, 21, 22). 

Our divine Redeemer set us an example of humility, for al- 
though He was in the glory of the Father, before the crea- 
tion of the world, He humbled Himself for our sake, and 
took upon Himself the form of a servant, and was obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Cross. He, the Lord and Ruler of all 
things, came into the world, not to reign as king or to be served, 
but to be the servant of all, in order to serve, raise and save all 
mankind. When honors were offered Him, He refused them, and 
escaped when the people proposed to make Him king. He sought 
not His own glory, but the glory of His heavenly Father. On the 
eve of His Passion He gave a most beautiful and touching proof 
of His humility. Having assembled His disciples, in order to eat 
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the paschal lamb with them for the last time, He washed their feet, 
saying: “If I, being your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another’s feet, for I have given you 
an example, that as I have done to you, so you do also... The 
servant is not greater than his lord, neither is the apostle greater 
than he that sent him” (John xiii, 14-16). Jesus, Almighty God’s 
own Son, could say to His enemies: “Which of you shall convince 
me of sin?” yet He cared nothing for worldly honor and was the 
servant of all. Does it not therefore behoove us to be humble, since 
we are nothing and have nothing of which to boast, for we are 
all sinners, devoid of merit in God’s sight? Let us then follow 
our Saviour’s example; let us humble ourselves before the Lord; 
let us not trouble about the vain and transitory honors of this 
world, nor try to raise ourselves above our neighbors, but let us 
be contented with the position in which Providence has placed us. 
As St. Paul says, let us not be desirous of vainglory, provoking one 
another, envying one another (Gal. v, 26). The world would be a 
paradise if all its inhabitants were humble! 

If we wish really to distinguish ourselves, and to win true honor 
and lasting glory, let us make it our chief aim to promote God’s 
honor by doing His will with loyalty and perseverance in the place 
and circumstances in which He has set us. The light of our good 
works should shine abroad, so that our heavenly Father may be 
glorified. 

God assigns to every one his position and calling in society, and 
it matters nothing whether a man’s rank is high or low; all that is 
of real importance is whether he discharges the duties and obliga- 
tions of his rank with fidelity and zeal. A community is made up 
of people of all classes, each is required by the rest, just as, in the 
human body, each member is necessary, however insignificant it 
may appear. The hand cannot complain of being a hand, nor the 
foot of being a foot, nor ought any person to complain of the 
position that he occupies, but it behooves each to do his best to fulfil 
the duties of his station. Just as in the human body, the foot and 
the hand cannot be the eye, so in society it is not possible for each 
man to be great and influential; yet each can win imperishable 
glory by faithfully doing his duty, not struggling to rise above the 
position assigned him by God, nor setting his hopes and aspirations 
on vain and worthless things. 

The chief aim of every man should be to save his soul. “Fear 
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God and keep His commandments, for this is all man” (Eccles, xii, 
13), 4. é., this is all that is required of man, for this alone brings 
him true honor and eternal life. Hence our Saviour said: “Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God and His justice, and all other things 
shall be added unto you” (Luke xii, 31). We seek the Kingdom 
of God and secure the salvation of our immortal souls when we 
obey God’s commandments, and are industrious at our daily work. 
All, even the poorest and lowest, can do this, for all are God's 
children, called to inherit His kingdom; all, both high and low, have 
been redeemed with the precious Blood of Christ, and with God’s 
aid are able to work out their salvation. “God will have all men 
to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Per- 
severe therefore in your daily work, no matter how distasteful and 
obscure it may be; your station was fixed for you by God, and 
ordered by Him in His wisdom; accept it and respect it as coming 
from Him. “Walk worthy of the vocation in which you are called, 
with all humility and mildness, with patience, supporting one an- 
other in charity” (Eph. iv, 1, 2). Aim above all things at the one 
thing needful, viz., the kingdom of God and His justice, and be 
sure that all other things, especially God’s grace, will be given you. 
Without grace we can do nothing, but with it we can live at peace, 
each in his own position and calling, and can work out our own 
salvation. Amen. 





VI. Tue Love or PLEASURE AND LUXURY 


“Take heed to yourselves, lest perhaps your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness and _the cares of this 
life, and that day come upon you suddenly.”—Luke xxi, 34. 


To-day we are reminded of our Lord’s solemn entry into Jeru- 
salem. After raising Lazarus from the dead in Bethany, He went 
to the holy city for the Pasch, escorted by a great multitude of 
people, who had witnessed the miracle. As He approached the 
city, the crowd increased and their enthusiasm for Him rose higher 
and higher. They desired to form a solemn procession, so Christ 
ordered His disciples to fetch a she-ass, on which He rode, whilst 
the people spread their garments on the way, and strewed the road 
with branches broken from the trees; the multitudes that went be- 
fore and that followed, cried, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of 
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David; blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Matth. 
xxl, Q)- 

A vivid description of this triumphal procession is given us in 
the gospel, and the shouts of “Hosanna,” with which the multitude 
greeted the Prince of Peace, typify the exultation of mankind at 
their redemption by Christ. He came to remove the curse resting 
upon our sinful race and to restore peace to men. Hence at His 
birth the angels sang at Bethlehem: “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men of good will.” In remembrance of the 
joys of the true peace brought us by our Saviour, palm branches, 
a symbol of peace and joy, are blessed each year on this Sunday. 

It is indeed true that Christ established peace between heaven and 
earth, but many persons are still far from being partakers in it. 
Deep in the heart of every one of us is a craving for peace, and 
we all strive to attain it, some in one way, some in another, but it 
is nowhere to be found save in Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
We have already seen that peace of mind does not depend on earthly 
possessions or a high position in the world. Let us try to-day to 
discover whether indulgence in luxury and pleasure is likely to 
secure for us a true and lasting peace. There are vast numbers of 
people nowadays who seek happiness in enjoyment, and many 
would be disposed to say that it constitutes men’s greatest satisfac- 
tion on earth. We shall see, however, that this is not the case, and 
that, on the contrary, an inordinate craving for earthly pleasures 
destroys the peace and happiness of individuals and of society in 
general. True peace and prosperity are to be found only in Chris- 
tian self-dnial and moderation. 

I. As soon as a human being becomes capable of serious thought, 
and of deliberately choosing some pursuit with reference to a 
definite aim, he is impelled to do his utmost to secure for himself 
Prosperity, peace and contentment. If he is guided by the light 
of reason and revelation ; if he recognizes God as the highest good, 
and realises that perfect happiness consists in the possession of 
this good, then he will aim first and foremost at the kingdom of 
God and His justice, and will strive to live a good life in God’s 
service. If, however, in his quest of happiness he forgets his high 
calling, and never thinks of God, of his immortal soul, or of eternity, 
his instinctive desire for happiness will make him turn to the things 
of this world, and he will seek it in amusement and luxury. It 
was thus that the pagans, who knew not God, behaved; and yet 
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God, our highest good, can alone satisfy the craving of the human 
heart for peace and joy. A Christian knows, or ought to knov, 
that he was created for heaven, not for this world and its enjoy- 
ments, which can never satisfy him. He will never be at rest unless 
he possesses God, our supreme and absolute good. 

Hence St. Paul, writing to the Christians at Thessalonica, says: 
“Brethren, we pray and beseech you in the Lord Jesus, that as you 
have received of us, how you ought to walk, and to please God, so 
also you would walk, that you may abound the more. For you 
know what precepts I have given to you by the Lord Jesus. For 
this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain 
from fornication; that every one of you should know how to 
possess his vessel in sanctification and honor, not in the passion of 
lust, like the Gentiles, that know not God” (I Thes. iv, 1-5), 
St. Peter tells us how the Gentiles, who knew not God, sought 
happiness, for he writes: “The time past is sufficient to have ful- 
filled the will of the Gentiles, for them who have walked in riotous- 
ness, lusts, excess of wine, revelling, banqueting, and unlawful 
worshipping of idols” (I Peter iv, 3). If the Apostle were writ- 
ing to us, who profess to be Christians, and are well aware that 
such things are unseemly, I fear he would have just cause for 
upbraiding us with all these sins and vices, for our age has re- 
lapsed into the evils of antiquity, and it may well be said of our 
generation, as of that which existed before the deluge: “All flesh” 
hath corrupted its way upon earth” (Gen. vi, 12). 

Christians have forgotten that they ought not to love the world 
or the things of the world, and that he alone, who doth the will of 
God, hath eternal life. They take no pains to be holy, and so to 
merit supreme happiness with God in heaven. Like the Gentiles 
of old they seek happiness here on earth in riotousness, lusts, 
drunkenness, and all the other enjoyments which the world offers. 
If we wanted to describe the mode of life of many people at the 
present day, we might employ the language used by our Saviour 
in speaking of Dives, of whom He said that he was clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared delicately every day. If you look 
about you, you will see many who live thus, knowing no greater 
pleasure than to spend money lavishly on luxury and display. 
Would that there were amongst us none who belong to this class! 
Love of enjoyment is unfortunately so general, that there are very 
few altogether free from it, though they may seek to gratify theit 
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craving in a refined, not in a coarse manner. It would be an end- 
less task to enumerate the various ways in which people seek en- 
joyment, and the forms of amusement and luxury that they have 
devised for their own delectation. There are innumerable things 
invented for the gratification of the eye, the ear and all the other 
senses, and all sorts of means for increasing, varying and refining 
the enjoyment afforded by these things, and for stimulating a desire 
for them, whenever it grows dull through surfeit and excess. 

The ingenuity of man has produced thousands of things intended 
to beautify life in this world, and there are other things too, on 
which I cannot dwell, because St. Paul says they ought not even to be 
named amongst Christians. No elaborate argument is needed to 
prove that a taste for luxury and amusement exists among all 
classes. Millions of workers and machines are at work day after 
day, producing the means of gratifying this taste, and the materials 
used are brought from all parts of the world, and are, in many 
cases, procured with indescribable difficulty and danger. The rich 
spend extravagant sums on dress and display, and are continually 
discovering fresh requirements and amusements, whilst the lower 
classes do their utmost to rival their superiors in all these respects. 
Our dwelling houses are no longer characterized by simplicity and 
comfort, and few people prefer quiet domestic happiness to noisy, 
public entertainments. Every one is incessantly engaged in the 
restless pursuit of fresh forms of amusement, aiming at the great- 
est possible variety rather than at permanence. The saddest feat- 
ure in all this is that no one stops to ask whether these amusements 
are lawful or not, and whether they will injure himself and others. 
No one has time for such reflections, which might diminish our 
taste for enjoyment. A young man, for instance, would hardly 
continue to lead a dissolute life, if he realized that he was ruining 
both his body and his soul. Married men would refrain from drink- 
ing to excess, if they thought of the scandal thus given to their 
innocent children, and the misery thus brought upon their families. 
Who would not break himself of the habit of drinking too much, 
if he seriously believed that he was shortening his life, and perhaps 
incurring eternal damnation? But in their mad desire for pleasure, 
men do not think of all these things; they do not care about duty 
or look forward to the future, if only they can have present en- 
joyment. Many workmen are industrious enough, but their wages 
are spent in the company of drunkards and gamblers, not on the 
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support of their homes. The week’s earnings are often squandered 
in a few hours, and nothing is left for wife and children. Fre- 
quently boys and girls are set to work, long before they are strong 
enough, in order that their parents may be free to enjoy themselves, 
In many a household there is misery and want, year after year, 
because sin continues to reign supreme. In every town and vil- 
lage there are people, who by their industry and frugality have 
won for themselves a comfortable livelihood and the respect of 
their neighbors. Those, however, who spend every penny as soon 
as they get it, will never prosper. Religion dies out, when every- 
thing has to yield to a love of amusement; and, where men no 
longer believe in God and in a future retribution, they cease to 
discriminate between lawful and forbidden pleasures, and act as 
if they could do whatever they liked. They shrink from nothing 
that will gratify their passions; they override all obstacles to their 
self-indulgence. This is an inevitable result of their ceasing to 
fear God and the judgment, as then there is nothing else to fear. 
Why should they attend to the voice of conscience, or to the pray- 
ers of relatives and the warnings to friends? Everything must be 
sacrificed to their craving for luxury and amusement. On all sides 
we hear complaints of dishonesty, untruthfulness and theft; the 
poor grumble at their hard lot, and at their inability to procure for 
themselves all the comforts enjoyed by the rich. If this state of 
affairs continues, it will lead to the impoverishment, degeneration 
and ruin of all classes. The number of idlers will increase in pro- 
portion as that of workers diminishes; and men who are too lazy 
or too effeminate to work, will soon lay hands on the property of 
others. 

In recent years we have heard agitators loudly protesting 
that all ownership is robbery, and that the possessions of all ought 
to be distributed equally. The same people tell us that only fools 
hope for a better life beyond the grave, and that therefore a 
reasonable man must enjoy this present life to the utmost, since 
death ends everything. They look forward apparently to a golden 
age, when each man will be as rich as his neighbor, and can take 
as his motto: “Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we shall die” 
(Is. xxii, 13). Many have been misled by these false prophets, 
and in anticipation of future prosperity, have parted with their sav- 
ings, and have given up work, thus plunging themselves and those 
dependent upon them into poverty. We have great reason to fear 
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that these prenicious doctrines are spreading far and wide among 
the working classes. 

If any one possesses no hope of future happiness, he must in- 
evitably fall a victim to despair, which impels him to commit most 
horrible crimes, if he fails to secure prosperity in this life. It is 
therefore diabolical cruelty to rob the down-trodden and oppressed 
of their faith and hope. Alleviation for the manifold troubles of 
mankind is to be found in firm faith in the teaching of Christianity, 
not in any revolutionary schemes devised by human beings. Men 
must be taught that they are created, not for this world nor for the 
joys that it can offer, but for another better life beyond the grave, 
where they will be happy for ever in the possession of God, Who 
is infinite goodness. No one animated by this belief will over- 
value the good things of this world, but will regard them merely 
as means for attaining the end for which he is destined, and so he 
will make use often with moderation and self-control. 

II. Christianity does not forbid all pleasures, but only such as are 
sinful. As St. Paul says: “Every creature of God is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected that is received with thanksgiving” (1 Tim. 
iv, 4). In another passage the same Apostle writes: “Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I say, rejoice” (Phil. iv, 4). That is to 
say: Rejoice in such a way, that in the midst if your enjoyment 
you can think of God, remember that He is the Giver of all good 
gifts, and be thankful. ‘‘Whether you eat or drink, or whatsoever 
else you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. x, 31). Yet, 
though it is true that a Christian may partake in lawful pleasures, 
it is equally true that he ought to be so far master of himself, as to 
be able to deny himself even a lawful pleasure for the sake of some 
higher end. That is why our Saviour said to His disciples: “If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me. For he that will save his life, shall lose 
it; and he that shall lose his life for my sake, shall find it. For 
what doth it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and suffer the 
loss of his own soul?” (Matt. xvi, 24). 

From a Christian point of view, what must we think of a man 
whose mind is set on sensual pleasures, and who is always eager to 
participate in anything that would gratify his senses? He is an 
animal, pure and simple, without higher aspirations and appar- 
ently indifferent to his true diginty as a being made in the likeness 
of God, to his position as heir of the kingdom of heaven, and to the 
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glorious destiny that should be his own. Does such a man deserve 
to be called after One Who said: “If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me?” 
(Matth. xvi, 24). Does he deserve to be included among the 
members of Christ’s Church, of which the Apostle writes: “The 
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but justice, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost?” (Rom. xiv, 17). No, my brethren, one 
whose whole mind is set upon sensual pleasures and who seeks in 
them his supreme happiness, has put himself on a level with the 
beasts, is false to his high calling and dignity, and has become a 
slave to his desires and passions. He refuses to serve God, but 
is in bondage to his animal lusts and instincts; he has fallen away 
from Christianity, since, as St. Paul says, “If any man have not 
the spirit of Christ, he is none of His” (Rom. viii, 9), and the 
spirit of Christ is one of self-denial and renunciation. Although 
we are allowed to enjoy earthly pleasures, a Christian ought never 
to forget his dignity, and should be able to renounce all such joys 
for the sake of God, and for his own good and that of his neigh- 
bors. A Christian will act, not according to his animal instincts, 
but according to the teaching of his religion. He must know how 
to enjoy and how to refrain, remembering the Apostle’s words: 
“The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but justice, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Man was not created in order to 
eat, drink and be merry, nor can he find true happiness in these 
things; he was made to fulfill God’s Will, and to find thus true 
peace and eternal gladness. “Fear God and keep His Command- 
ments, for this is all man” (Eccles. xii, 13). On one occasion our 
Saviour’s zeal in teaching caused Him to disregard the ordinary 
mealtime, so His disciples besought Him to eat, and He replied: 
“I have meat to eat which you know not. My meat is to do the 
will of Him that sent me, that I may perfect His work” (John iv, 
32, 34). We are not put into the world to eat, drink and be com- 
fortable, but to do God’s Will, and so work out our salvation. If 
we know that our treasure is laid up in heaven, we shall not ask 
for much in this world; our desires will easily be satisfied; we 
shall not envy those who, like Dives in the parable, are dressed 
in purple and fine linen and live in luxury, for we shall remember 
that we have a higher destiny. Dives was cast into hell because 
he cared for nothing but amusements and luxuries, whilst poor 
Lazarus, who enjoyed no happiness here below, was carried to 
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Abraham’s bosom, i. e., to heaven. No one, who looks forward to 
the joys of heaven, repines if he has not so much pleasure here as 
the children of this world possess; he will say with the Apostle: 
“Everywhere and in all things I am instructed, both to be full and 
to be hungry; both to abound and to suffer need” (Phil. iv, 12). 
Let us look at sensual pleasures from another point of view: 
a sensual man, who thinks only of enjoyment here below, inevitably 
shortens his life. Our own experience confirms the medical opin- 
ion that excessive luxury leads to untimely death. Moreover self- 
indulgence destroys all generous ardour in the young, and involves 
them in a career of crime, which leads to ruin here and hereafter. 
Everyone knows that a drunkard becomes incapable at last of 
using either his reason or his will; so that he says and does things 
utterly beneath the dignity of a human being, that make him a 
scandal and a laughing-stock to his neighbors. His household 
gradually falls into want, misery and disorder, and intemperance 
is a fertile source of discord and sorrow, for it destroys all family 
life. Many wives and children shed bitter tears over the drunken 
habits of those who ought to be their support; for when a man 
thinks about nothing but enjoying himself, he has no energy for 
work, he wastes his substance, falls deeper and deeper into sin, and 
finally is lost beyond hope of recovery. St. Paul tells us that many 
walk as enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, 
whose God is their belly, whose glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things (Phil. iii, 19). After all, what is the pleasure so 
ardently desired that for its sake a man is willing to sacrifice his 
own health, position and peace of mind, and the happiness of those 
dependent upon him? It is a miserable, vain and worthless thing, 
lasting but a short time and ending in sorrow. A wise man once 
said: “In the cup of self-indulgence the froth is sweet, the draught 
itself is insipid, the after-taste is bitter and its effects are painful, if 
not deadly.” A voluptuary lowers himself to the level of a beast, 
and the proud spirit within him is crushed and put to shame. 
When he dies, the channels of the senses are for ever closed, and the 
soul, that still remains alive, passes to a land where there is no eat- 
ing and drinking, no luxury and adornment. Whoever seeks hap- 
Piness here below, labors in vain, for the world can never satisfy 
the craving of the human heart. Its gifts soon cease to charm and 
pall on us by their monotony, and the mere thought of death is 
enough to deprive them of all attractiveness. Hence St. John ad- 
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monishes us: “Love not the world, nor the things which are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the charity of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world is the concupiscence of the 
flesh, and the concupiscence of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
which is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the concupiscence thereof, but he that doth the 
Will of God, abideth for ever” (I John ii, 15-17). St. Augustine 
experienced the truth of these words; he had every talent with 
which nature can endow a man, and was eager to satisfy his thirst 
for knowledge and happiness. He exhausted all the resources of 
the world, and tested its learning and pleasures, and at the end he 
made this notable confession: “Lord, Thou hast created us for 
Thyself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.” 

There is nothing better or more expedient than self-denial and 
moderation. These are virtues inculcated by the Cross of Christ, 
and all must acquire them, if they wish to be followers of Him Who 
had not where to lay His head, Who lived on alms, whose thirst 
was quenched with vinegar and gall, and Who suffered His Flesh 
to be nailed to the Cross, that we might be able to subdue the im- 
pure lusts of our flesh, and to triumph over it by His spirit. Self- 
denial makes a man master over his own desires and passions, and 
also over all earthly things, and it is a firm basis of happiness 
and a source of joy and contentment. Similar happiness is en- 
joyed by those who understand how to use with moderation the 
lawful pleasures of life. Moderation preserves our health, strength, 
good spirits and energy of body and mind. It makes us ready and 
able to work with success. A temperate man is capable of dis- 
charging his duties as a Christian, a citizen and a husband; he has 
not only enough for himself, but something for his neighbor, and 
thus he can contribute toward the well-being of others. 

Let us take to heart our Saviour’s teaching on the subject of 
luxury and self-indulgence; let us remember that He said: “Woe to 
you that are rich, for you have your consolation; woe to you that 
are filled, for you shall hunger ; woe to you that now laugh, for you 
shall mourn and weep” (Luke vi, 24, 25), but “blessed are ye poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God; blessed are ye that hunger now, 
for you shall be filled; blessed are ye that weep, for you shall 
laugh” (ibid. v, 20). 

Do not forget, my brethren, that the good things of this world 
are only lent us, that we may use them in God’s service, not that we 
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may find in them our happiness ; some day we shall have to account 
for the way in which we have employed them, and we do not know 
when that day will come. St. Paul says: “The time is short; it 
remaineth that they that weep, be as though they wept not; and 
they that rejoice, as if they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as, 
though they possessed not; and they that use this world, as if they 
used it not; for the fashion of this world passeth away” (I Cor. 
vii, 29-31). Yes, this world with all that it has to offer will soon 
pass away ; the joys of this life vanish like a dream, and even were 
it possible for a man to taste every imaginable pleasure, he would 
have to acknowledge at last that “All is vanity.” Goodness and 
honesty afford a happiness truer and more permanent than the 
vain joys of this world. This happiness alone can satisfy the 
heart’s desires, and it will last even in the next life; whereas he 
who makes pleasure his aim, is the slave of passions that will 
ultimately prove his destruction. 

Never forget that you are invited to share in the marriage feast 
of our Lord in heaven, and beware of clinging to the things of 
earth. “What doth it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, 
and suffer the loss of his own soul?” (Matth. xvi, 26). He who de- 
votes himself to adorning and feeding his body, cares only for the 
mortal part of himself, the part that sooner or later will be laid 
in the grave. Walk therefore not as slaves to your lusts, but as 
free men; not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil. Strive to know and do God’s Will, and mortify 
the lusts of the flesh, “for if you live according to the flesh, you shall 
die; but if by the Spirit you mortify the deeds of the flesh, you 
shall live. For whosoever are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God, . . . and of sons, heirs also; heirs indeed of God 
and joint heirs with Christ” (Rom. viii, 13-17). Amen. 
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VII. Human RESPEcT 


Good Friday Sermon 


“Pilate sought to release Him; but the Jews cried out saying: 
‘If thou release this man, thou art not Caesar’s friend.’ ”—John 
xix, 12. 

The Church calls upon us to-day to think with sorrow of our 
Saviour’s death. Who would not grieve over the remembrance of 
the cruelties inflicted on the most innocent victim who ever lived, 
the greatest Benefactor of the human race? Jesus Christ, the only- 
begotten Son of the eternal Father, challenged the ability even of 
His enemies to prove Him guilty of a single sin. In His love of us, 
He came to deliver us from the curse of sin, under which all man- 
kind was groaning; all His works were prompted by charity, for as 
St. John says, He was charity; and yet He was misunderstood, 
hated, persecuted and ill-treated by the very people whom it was 
His desire to render happy; and finally He died as a criminal on the 
Cross. Pilate, the Roman governor, knew him to be inocent, and 
would gladly have released Him, but he feared the Jews, and still 
more the Roman Emperor. The people, instigated by the priests, 
Pharisees and scribes, cried out repeatedly: “If thou release this 
man, thou art not Caesar’s friend,” and this cry drowned the in- 
ward voice of truth and justice, and finally the fear of losing his 
position, should the matter be reported to the Emperor, induced 
him to connive at the murder of One Who was innocent, and he 
delivered Jesus to the Jews to be crucified. 

We should all without hesitation condemn Pilate for acting in so 
unjust and shameful a manner; but, in condemning him, we are 
condemning ourselves. Is it not a matter of every-day occurrence 
for us to disregard the claims of innocence, truth and religion, be- 
cause we are afraid of putting ourselves at a disadvantage? Do 
we not often refrain from doing what we know to be right, thus 
becoming traitors to our own conscience? We are so weak that 
we turn a deaf ear to the voice of reason and conscience, through 
fear of ridicule. Yes, human respect, fear of the opinion of world- 
lings, is the cause of many sins both of omission and of commis- 
sion, and I do not scruple to include this fear, and the want of 
courage and decision to which it gives rise, among the chief failings 
of the age in which we live. I want (1) to show you to-day how 
unworthy of a Christian such fear is, and to what disastrous re- 
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sults it leads; and (2) to encourage you resolutely to follow what 
Christianity teaches to be the right course. May He strengthen us, 
Who on this day overcame the world, and bore testimony with His 
Blood to truth and justice! 

I. Although the number of the wicked is no doubt very great, 
it is certainly exaggerated by some fanatics, who consider them- 
selves, and those who agree with them, to be just and holy, and 
God’s elect, whilst they declare all other people to be hopeless sin- 
ners and children of the devil. Many behave outwardly like the 
children of this world, but are by no means bad or godless at 
heart; they are, on the contrary, convinced of the necessity of faith 
and virtue; and it is only their fear of the world’s opinion that pre- 
vents them from living in accordance of Christianity. They are 
timid by nature, and have not enough courage to withstand the 
spirit of the age, though they are ready to condemn it. They con- 
form to the world, either because they are eager to win its applause, 
or because they dread its censure. They desire to be the friends of 
God, but at the same time wish to stand well with the world. In 
short, as Isaias says, they halt between two opinions. Even amongst 
those who allow themselves apparently to be dominated by the 
spirit of worldliness, there must be many who accept the truth pro- 
claimed by Jesus Christ, and desire the salvation that He obtained 
for us by His death on the Cross. Now and then they feel dis- 
satisfied with themselves and the life that they are leading, and 
long for peace and consolation; yet their dissatisfaction and long- 
ing are not strong enough to enable them to overcome their hu- 
man respect. They would fain, like Nicodemus, come by night to 
their Lord and Master, if only by day they could conform to the 
ways of the world, or if at least they need not openly withstand 
the spirit of worldliness; if this were possible, they would not 
renounce Christianity altogether. But, as they have to choose be- 
tween Christ and the world, and as they must either appear ignorant 
and narrow-minded in the eyes of men, or slaves of sin in the 
sight of God, they prefer to incur the censure of Christ and His 
Church, rather than that of the world. They maintain that, being 
in the world, it behooves them to adopt its spirit, and they think 
it unwise to draw upon themselves the ridicule of those with whom 
they have hitherto been on good terms. Many a man through 
mere thoughtlessness, has joined the ranks of the socialists, who, 
having given up all religion, have adopted most dangerous prin- 
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ciples. He sees perhaps that, in associating with such people, he 
risks incurring grave injury both in body and soul, but he cannot 
get rid of them, because he dreads their ridicule and hostility. 
Sometimes in society all that we hold sacred is discussed in a con- 
temptuous and blasphemous manner; the conscience of some of 
those present may urge them to speak in defence of God’s honor 
and of religion, but false shame constrains them to keep silence, or 


even to acquiesce in what is said. Sometimes slanderous tongues — 


assail our neighbor’s honor and good reputation, but we dare not 
come forward to bear witness to truth, and to rebuke the calumnia- 
tors, because we fear to give offence or to draw their ridicule upon 
ourselves. Others again, through human respect, refrain from 
acknowledging themselves to be Catholics, and from practising their 
religion. Others are too timid to resist the disastrous tendencies 
of the age, to renounce what is forbidden, to correct faults, and 
to insist upon the discharge of duties. They say that they do not 
like to hurt other people’s feelings, or to be on bad terms with their 
neighbors. There are therefore a great many sins of omission 
due to human respect and fear of the world’s opinion, but the num- 
ber of the actual sins committed for the same reason is far greater. 
For fears of the Jews Pilate handed our Divine Lord over to the 
rabble to be crucified; through human respect Peter denied his 
Master, and the same motive has induced hundreds, at times of 
persecution, to be false to Christ. The same dread of criticism 
impels many at the present day to join in mocking at religion, 
and in blaspheming what they have hitherto held sacred. Like the 
Jews of old they take up stones, as it were, to cast at Christ and 
at those who acknowledge Him to be the Son of God and the Re- 
deemer of the world, and who cling to Him as their only Saviour. 
Lest they should cease to be regarded as enlightened and broad- 
minded, many adopt views that must inevitably lead to destruction, 
and promote undertakings which aim at the ruin of society. They 
subscribe toward the support of newspapers and periodicals that 
are sowing seeds of unbelief and immorality broadcast amongst the 
people, and are poisoning the minds of both young and old. Fear 
of being thought bigoted and narrow-minded forces many to imi- 
tate the behavior of the children of this world, to join in their 
profane and immoral conversations and songs, and to calumniate 
their neighbors. Not a few sacrifice their innocence and virtue 
rather than forego any temporal advantage. 
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Such dependence upon public opinion and such cringing to the 
spirit of the age are utterly unworthy of Christians. What would 
have become of the Church if the Apostles, when brought before 
rulers and counils, had kept silence or had denied Christ through 
fear of punishment? They did not fear men rather than God; no, 
they boldly asked their judges to decide whether it would be right 
for them to do so. They departed from the judgment hall rejoicing 
if they were accounted worthy to suffer for the Name of Jesus. 
When a soldier runs away, fearing to be wounded or killed, we 
call him a coward. Is not every man a coward who, for fear of 
others, refrains from bearing witness to the truth, from doing his 
duty and from standing up for right and justice? Yes, he is a 
coward, and, what is worse, he is a slave to other men. Slavery 
is the most degraded and contemptible state in which a man can 
be, because he belongs to his owner, not to himself, and has to act 
in accordance with his master’s will. Is not a man really a slave 
who conforms in all respects to the opinion of the world? He is no 
longer at liberty to control his own actions, but he must yield to the 
whims of others. He cannot take any step without first consider- 
ing what others will think of him; he dares not rebuke a knave 
who mocks at what is sacred and drags virtue through the mire; 
no, he is silent, when it behooves him to speak out boldly. He 
adapts himself to the tastes and habits of the majority, and is their 
slave, when he might and should be free. And who are as a rule 
the people whose criticism, disapproval, ridicule and ill-will he 
dreads so intensely as to sacrifice to them his own convictions and 
independence? They are mostly wicked, shameless, dissolute and 
immoral ; they have no faith, no fear of God, no love of virtue; they 
are, in short, sinners, under the control of the devil, in whose service 
they are luring souls to perdition. These are the people whom we 
are afraid to offend; we act in accordance with their opinions be- 
cause we fear their ridicule, threats and hostility; we sacrifice to 
them our liberty, honor and future happiness. Is this not the most 
shameful and dishonorable degradation for Christians who at their 
baptism became children of God, and who ought to fear nothing 
except offending their heavenly Father? 

You see, my brethren, how disastrous and disgraceful a thing it is 
for a Christian to fear the judgment of the world and to be a slave 
to its spirit. We ought to be guided, not by the world, but by our 
own conscience and the teaching of our holy religion, and tread 
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the path assigned to us with decision, courage and perseverance, 

II. History records a touching event in the life of the Frank- 
ish king, Clodwig. One day St. Remigius was telling him the story 
of our Saviour’s Passion, and the king, deeply moved, exclaimed: 
“Had I been present with my warriors, He would never have been 
crucified.” If we think of our Lord’s sufferings and of His shame- 
ful death on the Cross, and if we reflect that He underwent so much 
in spite of His perfect innocence, we shall feel inclined to agree 
with the Frankish king. Yet every day Christ is crucified anew; 
He is crucified whenever the truth is persecuted and suppressed, 
and His holy law is despised and violated. Few are brave enough 
to defend His honor and to stand up for His cause, and we may 
actually doubt whether Christ, if He came again, would fare better 
now than He did 1900 years ago. There is urgent need at the pres- 
ent time for decision in thought, word and action, since the spirit 
of worldliness stalks abroad boldly, striving to subjugate the minds 
of all; and a conflict is raging between this siprit and the Spirit 
of God, a conflict upon the issue of which depend both the temporal 
and external welfare of the individual, as well as of the whole hu- 
man race. Each man has to decide whether he will take up his stand 
on the side of God or of the world; whether he will be numbered 
among the followers of Christ or of Belial, among the children of 
light or of darkness. Lukewarmness and irresolution are always 
bad, but they are unpardonable where our highest interests are 
at stake. He is a traitor to the cause of right and justice who does 
not come forward to defend what is good and holy, who is ashamed 
of his religion, who takes innumerable things into consideration, 
weighing all possible arguments for and against, before he ventures 
seriously to resist evil and to uphold truth, justice and morality. 
In order to see how fully the children of this world realize the need 
of courage and resolution in their undertakings, you have but to 
look at the methods employed by the socialists. They never hesi- 
tate, they know well enough what they want and what they are 
doing. Their designs are aimed at getting money, at enjoying 
luxury, at self-indulgence, at freedom from all restraints upon 
their passions and desires. They pursue their aims by means of 
persuasion and threats, by flattery, deception and ridicule; they 
display so much energy and perseverance in the dissemination of 
their doctrines, that one would suppose them to be intent upon 
founding an earthly paradise. If we fold our hands and do nothing, 
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being afraid to stand up for the right, whilst the children of this 
world toil indefatigably on the side of evil, must not the kingdom 
of God necessarily dwindle away? We ought to defend it; we 
ought fearlessly to draw attention to the bad intentions and designs 
of the wicked and Godless men in our midst, and to exert ourselves 
to frustrate them. We ought to employ all available means of 
bringing others back to a reasonable frame of mind, and of supply- 
ing antidotes to the poison that we encounter on every side. No 
ore who is in earnest about his religion, who loves God and jus- 
tice; morality and order, and who desires the happiness and pros- 
perity of his country, ought to stand aloof, shunning labor and 
exertion, ridicule and contempt. The children of this world toil 
day and night in order to attain their earthly goal; they endure 
hunger and thirst, heat and cold, poverty and danger. If they 
do and bear so much for the sake of treasures, that rust and moth 
can consume, and for enjoyments that vanish like smoke, leaving 
only a bitter savor behind them, how can we drink from hard- 
ships, when it is in our power to secure far higher and more per- 
manent advantages, to promote the welfare of God’s kingdom 
and the salvation of immortal souls? It may be very hard to resist 
the world, it may cost us a great deal to avoid the bad companions 
with whom we have hitherto associated and to break off connec- 
tions of long standing; it may need much self-denial to renounce 
the forbidden amusements and luxuries in which we have indulged, 
and to sacrifice our reputation as broadminded and enlightened 
people; it may be very difficult to abandon the easy path of de- 
struction, and to follow the steep and narrow way of virtue with 
stout and resolute hearts, but still we must not shrink from all these 
things, unless we are willing to be put to shame by the children 
of this world, to deny our faith, and to lose all prospect of salva- 
tion. If Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, had feared hardships, suffer- 
ing and persecution, if He had shrunk from death, we should be 
still in our sins, with the curse of God resting on us. If the 
Apostles and their successors had consulted their own comfort, or 
had taken into account all the hindrances, perils, hostility that 
they encountered in preaching the Gospel, Christianity would have 
died out, and we should never have partaken in its blessings. But 
our Lord knew all this, and yet He said: “He that loveth father 
or mother more than me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me; and he that 
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taketh not up his cross and followeth me, is not worthy of me” 
(Matth. x, 37). 

We must not avoid hardships and exertion, when we have an 
opportunity to promote the honor of God and His Church, and to 
secure the salvation of our souls; the world ought to have no in- 
fluences over us. In this respect Christ has set us an example that 
it behooves us to follow. When He was asked: “Is it lawful to pay 
tribute to Caesar?” He did not consider the danger to which a 
straightforward answer would expose Him, but said simply: “Ren- 
der to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s” (Matt. xxi, 17, 21). 
He treated sinners with kindness, sitting with them at table, and car- 
ing nothing for the remarks made by he Pharisees, whom He openly 
upbraided as hypocrites, a generation of vipers and whited se- 
pulchres, fair to behold from outside, but inwardly full of cor- 
ruption. When men threatened to stone Him or to throw Him 
down a precipice, He remained calm, for He would far rather have 
died than have denied the truth or departed from the right way. 
It is our duty, too, never to surrender truth and justice; we may be 
despised as ignorant bigots; worldly people may regard us with 
hatred and scorn, instead of esteeming and applauding us; but 
truth, a good conscience and assurance of God’s approval ought to 
be far more precious in our sight than anything that the world can 
offer. “To me it is a very small thing to be judged by you, or by 
man’s day,” said St. Paul, “He that judgeth me is the Lord” 
(1 Cor. iv, 3). The Apostle did not look upon men as his judges, 
nor did he trouble about their opinion. It was to him a matter of 
indifference whether he were praised or condemned by them, he 
cared nothing for their criticism, for he recognized one Master 
only, Who would be his Judge. If that Master were satisfied, 
St. Paul was happy; if He found fault, the applause of men could 
never reassure him. The Apostle’s words reveal that true courage 
which inspires all who have a good conscience, and enjoy that peace 
of mind which is proof against all attacks. St. Augustine used to 
say: “Think what you like of me; if only I can please my God, I 
am content.” 

Let us therefore do our best to gain the recognition and respect 
of the world by leading an upright, honest and Christian life; but, 
if the world nevertheless withholds its approval, God and our own 
conscience will still bear testimony on our behalf, and this is worth 
far more than the favor and applause of people estranged from 
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Him, for it gives us sure hope of an eternal reward in His kingdom. 
Let us remember that our Saviour said: “Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and speak all that is evil against 
you, untruly, for my sake. Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is 
very great in heaven” (Matt. v, 11, 12). 

Let us have the courage of our own opinions, and profess our 
faith boldly and without wavering; let us not be influenced and 
misled by the children of this world, for neither their favor nor 
their ridicule can really affect us. “What doth it profit a man, if 
he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his own soul?” 
(Matt. xvi, 26). What good can it do us, if we are extolled as 
liberal, cultured and broadminded? This will not make us happy, 
if we win praise at the cost of our own souls. One thing only is 
needful—to fear God, and to work out our salvation; this brings 
peace and happiness here below, and everlasting life in heaven. 
Therefore fear not those who can kill the body, but are unable to 
injure the soul; fear rather him who has power to cast both body 
and soul into hell. Bear testimony boldly to the truth and follow 
the path of justice. The truth, that we profess, has no need to 
shroud itself in darkness, nor need virtue fear to assert itself in 
defiance of sin. At baptism we renounced the world, the flesh 
and the devil, and the cross was traced upon our brows, that we 
might never be ashamed openly to proclaim ourselves the followers 
of a crucified Saviour. If we always remembered Him, who shed 
His Blood and died on the Cross for us almost 1900 years ago, 
that He might redeem us, and that we, being dead to sin, might 
live unto righteousness, we should esteem it our highest honor and 
glory to confess our faith frankly and fearlessly, in thought, word 
and deed, and we should look for happiness and salvation in the 
place where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. “Every one 
that shall confess me before men,” says our Saviour, “I will also 
confess him before my Father who is in heaven” (Matth. x, 32). 
But “he that shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall 
the Son of Man be ashamed, when He shall come in His majesty 
and that of His Father” (Luke ix, 26). We have therefore to 
choose between salvation and condemnation. If we decide to stand 
up for Christ against sin and the world, we shall be saved; if we 
prefer the world and its advantages to Christ, we shall be lost 
eternally. How can we hesitate for a single moment? Let us 
determine to adhere to Christ, who alone can save us; let us resolve 
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to confess Him and follow His example, no matter what the world 
may think. Then we shall each say, as St. Paul did: “I am sure 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor might, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. viii, 38, 39). Let us regard our earthly life as a serious, 
not a frivolous thing, and employ it conscientiously, remembering 
the Apostle’s exhortation to “redeem the time, because the days are 
evil” (Ephes. v, 16). Let us work whilst it is yet day, for the 
night cometh, when no man can work. Let us not be led astray 
by those who have lost faith in God, but let us cling to the faith 
of our forefathers, which is the power of God to save all who pro- 
fess it, and refuse to have fellowship with the children of unbelief, 
whose ways are evil and whose end is destruction. Let us be sub- 
ject to every ordinance of man for God’s sake, and let us follow our 
Saviour’s example, for He was obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. Let us resolve not to aim at the worthless honors of 
this world, nor at its esteem, but let us seek imperishable honor 
in God’s presence, by the faithful discharge of all the obligations 
of our calling and position. Let us resolve no longer to make the 
pleasures and luxuries of the world our aim in life, nor to seek in 
them our happiness, but to seek first the kingdom of God and His 
justice, being convinced that then all other things necessary for 
us will be provided. Let us fear neither the world nor the devil, 
not quail before the criticism, ridicule and persecution of wicked 
men, but ever keep our eyes fixed on Him Who is the author and 
finisher of our faith, and Who has set us an example that we ought 
to follow. Let us act as trusty servants, who fear nothing except 
to offend and displease God. He will help, support and sustain us 
by His grace, for the sake of our dear Lord, Who died for us, that 
we might have life in His Name. 

O crucified Redeemer! By Thy Passion and Death Thou hast 
redeemed the world, and given us power to become God’s children 
and heirs of His kingdom. Grant to us all true zeal and a right 
disposition, that we may live to Thee alone, and may follow Thee 
faithfully in this world, so that at last, on the great day of reck- 
oning, we may be worthy to be numbered among Thine elect, and to 
be admitted to Thine everlasting kingdom. Amen. 
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BY THE REV. J. A. MCMULLAN, C.SS.R. 


V. THE ATTACK OF THE CONTROVERSIAL SCIENTIST 
IS MORALLY INSINCERE 


“Which I wish to remark—and my meaning, it’s plain— 
That for ways that are dark, and for tricks that are vain 
The heathen Chinee is peculiar— 

That same I would rise to explain.” 


I have said that the attack of science on religion is intellectually 
weak and morally deceitful. I have endeavored to prove the first 
part of the assertion, and now I proceed to the second. Of course, 
I am speaking of controversial morality, and I say that the methods 
of some scientific controversialists are as deceitful as the heathen 
Chinese, that is, that “their ways are bad and their tricks are vain.” 
It is this I propose now to explain. 

Understand, I am not complaining of scientists working in their 
own proper sphere, that of course would be the grossest imperti- 
nence, for would it be anything but the intolerance of fanatical 
bigotry and ignorance to deny to science the full measure of un- 
stinted and grateful praise, which the whole world gladly ac- 
knowledges to be her due, for the marvellous benefits with which 
her patient researches, her arduous and incessant labors, her dan- 
gerous experiments, have benefited mankind? To science, as to 
God’s chosen handmaiden for the enlightenment, the welfare and 
the comfort of His creatures, we might without profanity address 
the words—-“He hath given his angels charge over thee to keep 
thee in all thy ways”—so manifold, so rich, so superabounding, has 
been the outpouring of the treasures of her secrets upon the children 
of men. But when she leaves “her ways”—then would it seem 
that the angels, that have guided her to such unimagined success, 
suddenly depart from her. Let her leave her own proper sphere, 
let her adopt the réle of religious controversialist, let her try with 
her scientific appliance to number, and weigh, and measure the 
ways and purposes of the Infinite, then is her glory faded, her suc- 
cess turned to failure, her honor to ridicule, and her wisdom to an 
obdurate sense, so that she believes a lie. That the world of 
nature can speak te man’s soul of the power and wisdom of its 
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Creator no reader of the Psalms could possibly deny: but that, in 
matter of fact, fallen man did read such lessons there, history will 
not allow us to assert. And God foreseeing this, has not left it to 
students of nature to become the teachers of religion. For seeing 
—the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the fool- 
ishness of our preaching to save them that believe (I. Cor. i, 21). 
Scientists, the world over, are recognizing this now. If they are not 
Catholics they may not care to bow indeed to the foolishness of 
preaching, but they admit that the methods of their wisdom applied 
to theology lead but to confusion amongst themselves, and not to 
the knowledge of God. It is their’s to rise from examination and 
experiment of individual phenomena, to tentative general laws: it is 
the preachers’ to draw from universal and certain truths, and posi- 
tive commandments revealed by God, guidance for individual souls. 
Each method leads to success practised in its own department. 
Practised in that of the other, it becomes merely a source of em- 
barrassment and confusion. And just as it would be folly in the 
theologian to decide on the proper treatment of disease by radium, 
say, from inferences drawn from the Apostles’ creed, so is it equal 
folly for the scientist to decide dogmatically on final causes or ulti- 
mate purposes from the examination of the various objects of nature 
brought under his observation. “It is mere rubbish,” says Darwin, 
“to think at present of the origin of life’; and again, “I cannot be- 
lieve in spontaneous generation and the problem of life seems to be at 
present beyond the confines of science.” Here speaks the true sci- 
 entist. Not so, however, many of his followers. On the contrary, 
they take this theory to base upon it, as Haeckel does, a virulent at- 
tack on all religion, and show how fools rush in where angels fear 
to tread, by laying down with furious dogmatism theories of the 
origin of life and subsequent destiny of all things. “I tremble for 
some of your conclusions,” Darwin wrote to him, and well he might. 
But it is with men like him we are concerned to-day, with the con- 
troversialist rather than with the true follower of Darwin, the sci- 
entist pure and simple. 

And I want to show, that in endeavoring to apply to religious 
questions, such as the origin of life, scientific methods of enquiry, 
their teaching is advanced “by ways that are dark and tricks that 
are vain” and become utterly contemptible. 

We have no right, once we start an argument, to complain after- 
wards of the known principles of our opponent. 
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“We let him choose upon his own account 

So long as he’s consistent with his choice. 

But certain points, left wholly to himself, 

When once a man has arbitrated on, 

We say he must succeed there, or go hang.” 
—Browning. 


But I call it heathen Chinese if not succeeding, he refuses to go 
hang, but tries to conceal his failure by endeavoring to sneak out 
of principles and professions into which, at the beginning, he so 
proudly strutted. And this is my charge against these militant 
scientists. “Give glory to science,” we have heard them cry, “there 
is no God,”, and, to win your allegiance, they offer to give you a 
reasonable explanation of your origin, and destiny, which shall free 
you from the trammels of faith, and profess to require your ac- 
ceptance of those truths only which you can verify by science, 
and having made that promise they proceed to ask you to believe 
things immeasurably harder of credence than the mysteries of re- 
ligion, and offer for them not one scrap of reliable evidence. Were 
I more competent, I am sure I could make this matter more in- 
teresting and convincing by taking several points from different 
groups of scientists, but I must ask you to be content with what 
I can gather from the book of Fr. Gerard here to hand, on the one 
point of evolution from the one class of scientists known as ma- 
terialists. 

We begin as we should with a profession of faith. The man of 
science, says Huxley, has learned to believe in justification not by 
faith, but by verification. 

In its implication it is an echo of Hume’s famous sneer: “Our 
holy religion is founded not on reason but on faith.” 

It means that the simple faith of Catholics, the power of believ- 
ing on divine authority, without seeing, though a blessedness before 
Christ, is a hanging matter with scientists. We must verify what 
we believe. And here is what we believe as evolutionists! 

“The fundamental proposition of evolution,” writes Huxley, “is 
that the whole world—living and not living—is the result of the 
mutual interaction according to definite laws of the forces pos- 
sessed by the molecules, of which the primitive nebulosity of the 
universe was composed. If this be true it is no less certain that the 
existing world lay potentially in the cosmic vapor and that a suf- 
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ficient intelligence could from a knowledge of that vapor have pre- 
dicted the state of the Fauna of Britain in 1869.” 

Captain Cuttle might acknowledge a difficulty in explaining the 
Professor’s meaning, still with his sturdy loyalty for learning he 
would probably add: “But, bless you! with a mind like his it might 
mean anything.” But what Professor Herd has already told us, 
will (failing Captain Cuttle) help us to comprehend. It means that 
out of this cosmic vapor, this primitive nebulosity, this speck of 
jelly, evolution has produced you and me, this pen I write with, 
Charles Darwin, Herbert Spencer, the fauna of Britain of 1869, 
and everybody and everything else, living and not living. This is 
what we are asked to believe: and you and I are fools for believing 
in the Resurrection ! 

I asked an evolutionist once, who created the protoplasmic atom 
(this speck of jelly), and he replied, with an overdone effort at 
awful solemnity: “Ah, the hand behind the veil.” “Come now,” 
I said, “let us call that hand the hand of Almighty God, and see if 
we can’t make something out of it.” But not every evolutionist is 
so simple. Some say, “We don’t know.” To which I am afraid 
the mad hatter, who was very rude you remember, would probably 
retort: “Then you shouldn’t talk.” Haeckel, with his usual ro- 
bustness, solves the difficulty by saying matter is eternal. And, 
in fact, if you deny the Creator there is nothing left to say if you are 
to talk at all. But, just think of it, that speck of jelly never had a 
beginning! Imagination squirms, so to speak, at having to attribute 
the awful attribute of eternity to Almighty God, but reason insists, 
because she sees the necessity of it. But reason herself utterly re- 
volts when asked to think it of a speck of jelly. To suppose that 
something that we can see and handle something, that has a his- 
tory and development, something that is always changing, is eternal ; 
that something that is now here before us never had a beginning— 
bah, the thing is so monstrously and demonstrably absurd, that we 
are astonished that any man should utter it. No wonder poor 
Darwin said to Haeckel: “I tremble for some of your statements.” 
But the absurdity arises not from any bad logic on Haeckel’s part, 
but from supposing the words of Genesis to be wrong: “In the be- 
ginning God made the Heaven and the Earth.” Do away with 
that, evolve all things from a speck of jelly, and of course, you must 
give to that speck the attributes that belong to God alone: eternity, 
infinite wisdom, infinite power, and self-existence—“Who changed 
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the truth of God into a lie and worshipped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen” (Rom. i, 
25). So much for what it is in itself. Now think of what we are 
asked to believe it has actually done. This lifeless and inert speck 
of jelly one fine day suddenly sets to work to evolve us. With- 
out intelligence it has to foresee, that some of the jelly has to re- 
main non-living and eventuate into this pen, and not by any re- 
grettable accident into Mr. Darwin; then it has to try to pick up a 
little vegetable life for the fauna of Britain in 1869, then it has to 
gather the materials for its masterpiece, and see to it that all in- 
gredients of the organized body, and of the living animal, sensitive, 
intelligent, talkative, conscious, free-willed soul of Charles Darwin 
and Herbert Spencer are carefully elaborated. 

Now I have no right, as I acknowledge, to find fault with evo- 
lutionists for believing all this themselves. “We let him choose 
upon his own account.” The Red Queen told Alice she could be- 
lieve two impossibilities every morning before breakfast, if she 
tried with both hands; and so can they, as far as I am concerned. 
But I call it heathen Chinese, when men sneer at us for our credulity, 
and then ask us, as a means of freeing ourselves from it, to believe 
a string of such glaring impossibilities that no Catholic has ever been 
or could ever be asked to swallow. Here are a few things, that are 
immeasurably harder of credence than anything our faith proposes 
tous. The Creed proposed to us would be: I believe that matter is 
eternal. I believe in the material origin of life, force, sensation, 
thought and speech, consciousness, free will. 

I say then, that Materialism fails in its promise to propose things 
easier for us to believe, than does our faith. That is it plays us 
false with regard to the material object of our belief. I go on now 
to show that it is no less heathen Chinese with regard to the 
formal object of belief: the reason, that is, why we believe. It 
promises, you remember, to ask you only to believe the things which 
you can verify. How does it keep that promise? Of the many hard 
things it asks you to accept, take the material origin of life, or 
spontaneous generation. How does it verify this theory for you. 
What reason does it give you for believing it? Listen again to 
Professor Huxley: . 

“And looking back through the prodigious vista of the past I find 
no record of the commencement of /ife and therefore, I am devoid 
of any means of forming a definite conclusion as to the conditions 
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of its appearance. Belief—(note this, ye credulous Catholics !)— 
belief in the scientific sense of the word is a serious matter, and 
needs strong foundations, to say, therefore, in the admitted absence 
of evidence that I have any belief as to the mode in which the ex- 
isting forms of life have originated would be using words in a 
wrong sense. But expectation is permissible where belief is not: 
and if it were given me to look beyond the abyss of geologically 
recorded time, and the still more remote period when the earth 
was passing through physical and dynamical conditions which it can 
no more see than a man can recall his infancy, J should expect to 
be a witness of the evolution of living protoplasm from not living 
matter. That is the expectation to which analogical reason leads 
me; but I beg you, once more, to recollect that I have no right to 
call my opinion anything but an act of philosophic faith.” 

You see then he can’t believe it; but oh! how he would like to. 
He can’t believe because it cannot be verified; and science has de- 
cided against it. 

“T make bold to affirm,” writes Quatrefages, “that the deeper 
science penetrates into the secrets of organization and phenomena, 
the more does she demonstrate how wide and how profound is the 
abyss which separates brute matter from living things.” 

“Here as in all other cases,” says Tyndall, “the evidence in favor 
of spontaneous generation rumbles in the grasp of the competent 
enquirer.” 

Virchow calls it “an utterly discredited theory.” And Huxley 
himself says, “the present state of knowledge furnishes us with no 
link between the living and the non-living.” And yet, oh the wist- 
fulness of that “yet”, it is absolutely necessary for the theory of 
evolution. “If it were capable of proof,” we have heard Virchow 
say, “it would indeed be beautiful!” And Huxley himself, “In- 
deed it is a necessary corollary from Darwin’s view, if legitimately 
carried out.” What then is he to do? Be loyal to his scientific faith 
and cast the vain thing from him with disgust ?—or follow the in- 
stinct of his feelings and destroy the image of God in His works 
by accepting it? It is a great difficulty, and he doesn’t care who 
knows it. He admits it frankly. Well, and what is the result? 
Why, of course, a compromise. He pays lip service to science by 
saying he does not believe it, and then soothes his feelings by saying 
he expects he would have been a witness to it had he only been 
there in time. He calls this philosophic faith, and I call it “heathen 
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Chinese.” To me it seems uncanny, something preternatural, some- 
thing allowed by God, that clever and sincere men, when they turn 
from God should talk such utter drivel. Supposing I were to say, 
my scientific faith—which, let me tell you, is a very serious matter— 
forbids me to believe that a man can rise again from the dead; so, 
of course, I don’t believe in it. Nevertheless, had it been given me 
to watch with the soldiers round the Saviour’s sepulchre, I should 
expect to be a witness of the Resurrection on that first Easter morn- 
ing, would not the fraud be transparent? And if I tried to per- 
suade others to my side by such talk, would you not say, and say 
truly, that my ways were dark and my tricks were mean? Can you, 
simple and foolish Catholic that you are, ready of course to swallow 
anything your priests tell you, can you expect to witness something, 
that you don’t believe possible? Can you possibly expect, say, 
to see Queen Anne coming down Piccadilly, if you really and truly 
believed she was dead. If you told me that you did surely expect 
to see her when next you took your walk abroad, then—I do not 
say I should tell your friends—but I should know for certain, that 
I was face to face with the one man in all the world who did not 
believe that Queen Anne was dead. And when this scientist tells 
me he should expect to witness spontaneous generation under cer- 
tain circumstances, then no matter how he limits his meaning, no 
matter with what a dust cloud of words he obscures his sense, no 
matter whether he calls his belief “scientific faith” or “philosophic 
faith,” he believes in spontaneous generation as surely as I believe 
in Queen Anne. I know as little of Science as Lloyd George knows 
of mangel-wurzels, but out of his mouth do I judge this great 
scientist. He is here convicted of believing when he himself ac- 
knowledges he has no shred of evidence to verify his belief. And 
this is the very man who vaunts so loudly. The man of science 
has learned to believe in justification not by faith but by verification. 
Thus has he arbitrated—and not succeeeding there he ought (as 
Browning advises him) “to go hang.” But instead he adopts the 
role of a lay-preacher and would lead others from their Faith in 
God. Let me repeat: 

“We let him choose upon his own account— 

So long as he’s consistent with his choice, 

But certain points left wholly to himself 

When once a man has arbitrated on, 

We say he must succeed there or go hang.” 
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I say again, I have nothing to do with his personal belief; but 
when he or his followers seek to draw us Catholics from the truths 
of God to their scientific fallacies, we are justified in examining 
their credentials. We have examined them and found them want- 
ing. Their pretensions and promises, both with regard to what 
we are to believe, and the motive of that belief, are deceptive, and 
fallacious, and we call their ways dark, and their tricks in conse- 
quence vain. And it is surely not boasting too highly to say that 
it will require a great deal more than such methods to win us from 
our allegiance to our Church and our God. 

“For deceits thou hast put it to them: when they were lifted up 
thou hast cast them down. As the dream of them that awake, O 
Lord thou shalt bring their image to nothing. For behold they 
that go far from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them 
that are disloyal to thee. But it is good for me to adhere to my 
God, to put my hope in the Lord God: that I may declare all thy 
praises in the gates of the daughter of Sion” (Ps. 72). 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XLII. Tue Unuappy Cuoice (Concluded) 


My dear Children of Mary :—As a final warning against an un- 
happy union I would say once more: be not misled by appearances. 
You have been told that appearances deceive; but the warning can- 
not be repeated too often, nor made too insistent. 

A young man who is a graceful dancer, though otherwise abso- 
lutely worthless, too often makes a short cut into the heart of an 
unsuspecting girl. She dances with all sorts of men, most of them 
more or less awkward, and then when a graceful and skilful 
dancer comes along and makes dancing a delicious joy, and pours 
words into her ear that she likes to hear, why she feels as though 
she could dance with him to the end of time. She begins to feel— 
not to think—that she has found one man, at last, into whose arms 
she can trust herself blindly because he is skilful and strong enough 
to whirl her into the fairyland where she would long to be forever. 

Such silly feelings may make entertaining reading in giddy novels, 
but they do not fit into the reality of life. For this reason I beg of 
you not to make the fatal mistake of selecting your future husband 
on the dance floor. The chances are that this very graceful dancer 
has practised dancing so arduously that he found no time for work. 
An expert dancer, an expert lawn tennis player, may be all well 
and good in a way; but a young man who has to live by the work 
of his hands or brains has little time to become expert in these 
accomplishments. It requires years and years of patient and steady 
effort to become expert in these pastimes. Hence a young man of 
the laboring class can hardly become an expert in dancing and at 
the same time be an expert in drawing a good-sized weekly pay 
envelope. Unless you have enough money of your own to support 
such a fop and to pay all expenses of a household, or are willing 
to do washing, ironing and scrubbing to earn these expenses, I 
should advise you not to listen to the sweet nothings that a graceful 
dancer may pour into your ears. Do not get tangled up with 
such a dandy if you do not want to make your life and the lives of 
your children miserable. 

There is an old German proverb to the effect that a good dancer 
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is a poor provider, and, from what you have heard on this topic, 
I think you will see the truth of this proverb. 

Neither must you be misled by the fine clothes a young man may 
wear. We have a number of young men who would make good 
dummies for a clothing store; and that would be about all they are 
good for. The young man who poses as a Beau Brummel will 
usually be afraid to soil his beautiful hands with hard work. 

And now we reach another variety of young man. In speaking 
about him I almost feel as though I should apologize to your in- 
telligence. Yet a great many girls must be warned about that sort 
of young man. He is the handsome man. But, when a young 
man has nothing in his favor but his looks, by all means pass him by. 

Some girls will want to pick the handsomest man they can find. 
They read his description in the popular novel, and that is exactly 
the man they are looking for. This young man must have a fair 
face, curly hair, dark if possible, a mustache, blue eyes, also he 
must be tall and graceful and possess the manners of a prince. 
That is the man they are looking for. Of course that sort of man 
lives only between the covers of a story book, and here and there 
one finds him on the stage, where paint, powder and wigs can do 
what nature has neglected to do. But these perfect men are seldom 
found in real life. 

Do not make the mistake of selecting a young man for his looks. 
You understand very well that we are not responsible for our looks. 
If the good Lord did give some of you good looks the merit is by no 
means yours. Looks alone will not bring us anything. Not looks 
but what we are, what we can do, is in our favor. Some of the 
greatest men the world has ever known would never have won a 
prize in a beauty contest. Lincoln was about as homely a man as 
could be found. Yet the world never cared about that and rather 
seeks the hidden charm in the moral power men wield. Rather than 
for a pretty face, look for a staunch and noble character, and your 
people will have reason to congratulate you upon your wise choice. 

Without in any way trying to cater to the theories and vagaries of 
modern times I feel it my duty to warn you of still another error 
you might make, for, as the saying is, love is blind. 

Before you accept the attentions of a young man you should 
know all you can of his family. I take it for granted that you your- 
self are in perfect health when contemplating marriage; if you are 
not healthy in mind and body you should postpone all ideas about 
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marriage for some future day, when you will be well enough to 
undertake the responsibilities marriage brings with it. 

Learn all you can about the family of the young man before you 
promise him marriage. If there is any sickness in his family, as for 
instance consumption in its various forms, insanity, cancer, or any 
other so-called hereditary or communicable disease, you will be wise 
in keeping at a safe distance from that young man. According to 
present medical research there are really few, if any so-called 
hereditary diseases. Still this does not remove all danger. By 
leading authorities we are told that sicknesses, if appearing from 
one generation to another, are brought about by tendencies. Hence, 
medical authorities say, cancer, for example, is not in a strict sense 
hereditary, but there is what they call a tendency for cancer in the 
children of cancerous parents. Certain organisms are weaker in 
such cases, and the bacteria or germs that would prove harmless in 
a healthy person will produce cancer in cases where parents have 
suffered from this malady. The same holds good of all other diseases 
that form a scourge at the present time, such as insanity and con- 
sumption. 

For still weightier reasons you must beware of the young man 
who leads a bad life. Much though a young man will try to con- 
ceal an impure life, nothing is harder to hide from others. A young 
man who leads a bad life will hardly ever escape the penalty of that 
kind of life, the penalty God writes upon his very forehead. I 
mean the dreadful disease syphilis. 

Look out for the young man who has frequent sores in his face 
and on other parts of his body. Keep away from such as you would 
keep away from a man who has smallpox. 

Even without such signs you can take the measure of a young 
man. It is very simple. Just watch him in church. A young man 
who goes very rarely to Confession and Communion exposes him- 
self to criticism and suspicion. If a young man is decent and pure 
he will usually have no hesitation about belonging to the young men’s 
sodality, about often receiving the Sacraments. It is when a young 
man has something to confess which he hates to admit, that he 
dislikes going to Confession. Hence the young man who does not 
receive the Sacraments regularly lays himself open to your sus- 
picion. He may give you various excuses about lack of time, tired- 
ness on Saturday evening, and so on. By these flimsy excuses 
he hopes to set you at rest, and to conceal his wicked, impure life. 
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You may take this as a rule. A Catholic boy who is not pious at 
heart is not a pure boy. There can be no purity without piety and 
no piety without purity. There may once in a while be extraordi- 
nary circumstances that may explain the lack of piety in a young 
man. He may have had a poor bringing up. Perhaps his father or 
mother were not doing their duty. In such cases you will usually find 
that a kind word and better opportunities will bring such a young 
man to a realization of his duties, and he will at least try to do 
better and will do better. An impure young man will not be 
reached by any kind of appeal. He will rather continue sinning, as 
long as he thinks he can hide the fact from you, than go to Con- 
fession. A young man who leads an impure life before marriage 
will not become a saint by marriage alone. If you want your 
heart broken and crushed, marry the young man who runs after 
bad women before marriage. He will usually do the same thing 
after marriage. 

Hence do not rush into matrimony with eyes closed. 

Let us suppose that, as the saying is, you fall in love with a 
young man whose family history is doubtful, to say the least. You 
may be married a few years, and then your sickly husband dies, 
leaving you two or three sickly children. What will you do then? 

No doubt you know how careful life insurance companies are 
in making out policies. If they find that there is in the family a 
tendency for insanity, suicide, consumption, cancer, and so forth, 
the companies will not give a policy to children of that family. 

As I remarked before, it is understood that you must be in per- 
fect health when you get married. You have the right to ask the 
same of your intended husband. A good test for him is an applica- 
tion for a life insurance policy. 

I have heard the excuse at times that one is not marrying the 
entire family when one marries the son. This is true enough; but 
the son is the product of that family and so likely as not will share 
in the misfortune or ailments of his people. 

Hence it will be of the greatest importance for you to know the 
family history of the people into which you are to marry. An 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

The state of matrimony is not meant for all people without ex- 
ception. Just because you were not called by Almighty God to 
enter the convent is no proof that you must marry. The vocation 
for the married state is in the giving of God as the vocation for a 
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life in the convent. Hence we can take it for granted that, as 
God exercises His choice and judgment in calling certain souls to 
His special service in the convent, or at the altar, He will exercise 
His judgment also in calling other souls to the married life if they 
are fitted for that life. Others God will want to remain in the world 
without marriage. God has work in plenty for all people, for those 
in convents, for those who marry, and for those who remain single. 
Each one of these three states is honorable and pleasing to God, 
if lived in the right way. 

While God will have a great reward in stores for the married 
couple that have raised a pious family of sons and daughters, He 
will have a still greater reward in store for those who remained 
single and preserved the priceless jewel of chastity. 

If you realize that it is God’s holy Will for you to marry, do so, 
but be sure of as good a choice as you can make with supernatural 
and natural aid. 

Do not look either beneath nor above your own station of life. 
Stay among your own people, people of your own faith. Before 
all things pray to God for His counsel and protection. Ask your 
parents’ advice, and make use of good common sense. Then you 
have reason to hope that with the blessing of God you will not go 
wrong in your choice. 
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(CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS) 
BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


VI. Buirtus 


Some years ago I was called to a confinement case which I shall 
never forget. Nor will the doctor ever forget this case. 

The mother took sick just before confinement, and both she and 
the child to be born were in great danger. I administered the last 
Sacraments to the mother and then waited in another room to 
baptize the child right after birth. 

Strange to say there was absolutely no provision made for the 
newcomer. The mother was one of those unfortunate ones who had 
been brought up without learning how to cook or sew. Nor did 
she ever care to learn. How these people lived under such con- 
ditions was a mystery to all. Chickens jumped upon the table to 
pick up crumbs; dogs and cats helped themselves, and the sitting- 
room resembled a barnyard more than anything else. Chickens, 
dogs and cats made their home there, not to mention various vermin 
that thrived in the filth beyond all description. 

To make a long story short, there was not even a rag in sight 
for the little one. The husband was out in the fields with the older 
children, the smaller ones were at school, and both the doctor and I 
were kept busy trying to hunt up a few rags. When the child was 
born I baptized it and we wrapped it in a quilt. For bedspread the 
doctor pulled down a windowshade and spread that over the bed. 

The doctor told me he never saw anything like it in all his life, 
and I told him this was my first and I hoped my last experience 
of this kind. I am glad to say I never saw anything like it since. 
The people were by no means poor, yet I doubt whether the term 
“filthy” is strong enough to describe the situation of these people. 

This, of course, was an extreme case. Yet it is by no means a 
rare instance to find that mothers have neglected to prepare properly 
for expected babies. 

Before you are to be confined have all necessary preparations 
made for the newcomer and for yourselves as well. Your mothers 
and the mothers of your husbands, if still alive, will only be too glad 
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to be of help to you. It is understood that you must be able to 
do the ordinary, plain sewing. In case you are too sick, or too 
weak, to sew, there will be others able and willing to help. But 
have all the things you need at hand when the time comes. 

In most cases, as I have said, you will be dispensed from hear- 
ing Holy Mass for the few Sundays before confinement. If you 
can attend a Mass on weekdays, do so, and be sure to receive the 
Sacraments before you are to be confined. If you cannot go to 
church your priest will be only too glad to bring you Holy Com- 
munion. But, of course, you will have to ask him, for he can- 
not know of the sickness of people unless they tell him. Often 
the priest has the reputation of being reluctant in attending sick 
people; but the truth is that the people themselves have a foolish 
fear of having a priest visit them in their sickness. They imagine 
that when the priest comes to see them in their sickness the under- 
taker will call next. For that reason the priest is called just in the 
very nick of time to some, and to others he is called too late, 
when they are unable to make a confession or receive Holy Com- 
munion. Your priest will only be too glad to bring you Holy Com- 
munion if you only ask him. When he comes to see you, ask him 
for his blessing after Holy Communion. 

During confinement place yourselves entirely in the hands of 
Almighty God. You are to go to the very gates of death to give 
to the world and to God another immortal soul. Ask God to give 
you His Hand that you may walk safely and return well to your 
husband and children. It has been a pious belief, since times im- 
memorial, that a mother who gives her life that her child may live 
will in return receive heaven as a reward. And well may we cherish 
this thought; for if our dear Lord has promised an everlasting re- 
ward for a cup of water, what must be the reward a faithful 
mother is to receive when she gives her very life that her child 
may live. Such a mother is a martyr of charity, for she gives all 
she has, her life, that her child may live. 

If mothers are warned to be careful before confinement, in order 
to avoid a miscarriage, they are expected to be equally careful 
after confinement, that the fruit of their womb may not perish. 
And yet, sad to say, there are mothers who think that as soon as 
their child has been born all care and restraint can be thrown to 
the winds. A doctor told me he is all but discouraged giving advice 
and offering suggestions that are never heeded. It will be well 





610 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


for me to repeat here, then, what no doubt your mothers have told 
you over and over. 

In the good old days, people had not the advantages of recent 
medical discoveries, but, all in all, they were far more careful in 
those days than are the people of the present day. Our grandpar- 
ents did not have any patent breakfast foods, and yet they lived to 
a ripe old age; they had no sanitary this or that, and still their 
health was far more rugged than is the health of the average per- 
son this day. In school they had no up-to-the-minute desks, but 
plain, rough pine boards, and yet none of them suffered from 
curvature of the spine. If with all our present-day advantages 
we are less strong than were our grandparents, it is due to nothing 
but carelessness. 


After the child is born continue dieting. Eat and drink only 
that which will be conducive to the health of the child. It is under- 
stood that a sensible mother will give her child the food God in- 
tended for the child. A mother should nurse her child. If a 
mother has any sickness that possibly might be given the child 
through her milk then, and only then, should artificial food be given 


the child. A doctor will then advise a mother not to nurse her 
child. If the truth were said in death certificates made out for 
children, they would in many cases read “murder” instead of “con- 
vulsions” as the cause of death. Many mothers actually murder 
their children by feeding them with a bottle. The stomach of the 
infant is extremely delicate. Supposing it were possible for the 
infant to get substitute food every bit as good and wholesome as 
mother’s milk, there would have to be considered quantity and 
temperature of the food. God has wisely arranged for both in the 
milk of the mother. It will be an idle undertaking for you mothers 
to invent a system of feeding that will be superior to that which 
God himself devised for your infant. 

Consider the stomach trouble that even grown people have when 
they eat things that do not agree with them. And then you wonder 
why a little baby cries when it does not get the food for which his 
tender, little stomach is fitted. You give the infant a bottle of 
milk. The milk grows cold while the little one sucks it, and the milk 
does not digest. It turns sour and upsets the little stomach. Con- 
vulsions set in and you wonder. The infant, for whom you went to 
the very gates of death, dies in convulsions and you shed bitter 
tears. And well you might, for you killed your child, by refusing 
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to nurse it. You feared you might lose your youthfulness, your 
good times, and all that, and rather than that you starve your child. 
We cannot do anything contrary to nature, which is the Will of 
God, without paying a heavy penalty for it. 

Enough cannot be said to warn against well-advertised soothing 
syrups and the like. The truth is they cannot stop pains, they can- 
not strengthen the gums during time of teething, or do the thous- 
-and and one things the advertisements say they do. The simple 
truth is that they contain drugs that merely benumb the infant. 
Foolish mothers, no doubt, think that a certain soothing syrup is a 
wonderful medicine, because it quiets the baby. Of course, the baby 
will be quiet. It does not feel the pain as long as the drug has its 
effect ; but the pain is still there and will be felt as soon as the effect 
of the drug is gone. If baby has pains use some remedy that will 
remove the pain, instead of deadening the senses for a time. And 
here mothers should be warned against too much rocking of the 
cradle. Just imagine yourselves after a good hearty meal put into 
a bed with rockers and being thrown from side to side. Can you 
believe that a little baby can endure such a thing any better than 
you? 

Here is another suggestion. We are grown people, and know 
from our experience that our eye is one of the most sensitive and 
delicate organisms of our body. Now imagine how much more 
sensitive and delicate must be the eye of a baby. Look at the chil- 
dren going to school and see the many who wear glasses, while 
many more ought to wear them. And you wonder why the children 
have such poor eyes. There is a reason. 

When you were born your mothers had the bedrooms darkened 
for at least two weeks, that your tiny eyes might gradually grow 
accustomed to the light of day. As a result you have strong eyes. 
But now things have changed. Now the tiny baby must endure the 
electric light at night, and the rays of the sun at day. Of course, it 
is annoying to the mother to be in a darkened room for two weeks, 
but our mothers—God bless them—made this sacrifice in order that 
their babies’ eyes might gradually grow strong enough to bear the 
light without injuring their sight. 

The eyes of the infant are too weak to be exposed to direct light. 
Electric light should be either dimmed or shaded, and curtains should 
be down so as to prevent direct light of day coming into the room. 
This can be done without in any way interfering with proper ven- 
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tilation. The second week the amount of light may be increased 
gradually, until at the end of it the baby will be able to see day- 
light without any inconvenience or harm. 

If you take a common sense view of all the rules of health that 
are given in our day, they come down to this that if you give nature 
its proper regard and support it will take care of itself. It is for this 
reason that I wish you to consult your own mothers, and other 
women of ripe experience, and follow their advice. You will not 
go wrong, and both you and your children will be all the healthier 
and happier for it. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XXX. UNITED ror GoD AND COUNTRY 


We are often treated by our religious and political adversaries 
to a lot of fine words about the wonderful organization of the Cath- 
olic Church, how it appears impossible to break up that organiza- 
tion even though the world should unite against her. We are even 
complimented on the wisdom of those who build up such a won- 
derful union, that is the same wherever one goes, but no sooner are 
these same men beyond our hearing when they will say to each 
other: “We must break up that combination; we must put up a big- 
ger combination to destroy it.” 

But what do we see in this great combination of the Catholic 
Church? True, we see the vast number of souls held together 
by the bonds of one faith, under one supreme head, the Holy 
Father, holding the same holy Sacraments as the means of grace; 
we see the everlasting work of God who founded this same 
holy Church, we see the divine element that remains ever young 
and strong through all the centuries. But what of the human ele- 
ment in this, our holy Church? Do we find individual Catholics 
organized like one man? Do we see them using the weapon of 
truth as they should use it? Let us take a look at our Catholic 
men. Go to our larger cities or to the smallest village; what do 
you see? You see that Catholics are divided amongst themselves. 
They belong to one or the other of the leading parties of our po- 
litical machine, and there they are fighting each other instead of 
fighting their common enemy, bigotry and infidelity. If a Catholic 
candidate should aspire to a public office, will Catholics stand behind 
him as one man, to push him? Not if he is on the wrong ticket. 
Where all things else are equal we should favor those of our own 
household. When two men aspire for a public office, the one a 
Catholic the other a non-Catholic and both are equally qualified to 
do honor to their office, it should appear no more than reasonable 
for Catholic voters to support the Catholic candidate. Others are 
doing as much for their denomination, why should we do less? It is 
not so very long ago that certain Catholic candidates were defeated 
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by Catholic voters in two of our cities that boast of a large Catho- 
lic vote. Where is our organization? 

Apparently it is all right for Protestants to mix politics with re- 
ligion, when it is a question of preventing a Catholic candidate from 
getting the necessary votes; but it is mot all right for Catholics to 
mix religion with politics. Yet it should seem no more than fair 
that what is gravy for the goose ought to be sauce for the gander. 
Protestant preachers ascend their pulpit and actually tell their 
people whom they are to vote for, and whom they are not to vote 
for; they hurl their thunder against the nefarious plotting and 
scheming of the Church of Rome to their hearts’ content. What 
would happen if our bishops and clergy should use the pulpit for 
the same purpose? If a Catholic priest dared to tell his people 
to uphold the Catholic candidate, if we organized political, anti- 
Protestant societies to keep Protestants out of office there would 
not be a paper in the country that would not condemn the Church. 
Nor is this all. Our own people would tell us, as we have been told 
more than once, “We take our faith from Rome, but in politics we 
do as we please.” 

Where is our organization? It is a dream, too good to be true. 


What do we really see? We see our religious opponents massing 
for battle whenever a Catholic presumes to run for any office. 
And what do we do? Nothing! An election may take place 
in New York, Illinois, or elsewhere, if a Catholic runs for any 
office some anti-Catholic, secret, society is there, under the aus- 
pices of some Protestant bishop or well-known politician, and 
the work is done with as much care and precision as money, a servile 
press and oratory can accomplish. The same lies, the same false 
charges, the same slanders are hashed and rehashed over and over, 
and for the most part Catholics stand by, apparently helpless, because 
they fail to learn. We might learn many a valuable lesson from the 
children of the world, but for some reason or other our Catholic 
men fail to grasp the lessons and the opportunities that are within 
their reach. We have been told so long that we Catholics are merely 
tolerated in this land of the free and the home of the brave, that we 
are positively grateful for being allowed to live! 


Organization ?>—yes, we have a spiritual organization that holds 
us together as the Flock of Christ, we have organizations for social 
and business purposes, but such a thing as a united stand against 
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attacks of bigots who openly dare to deprive us of our rights of 
citizenship—that is utterly unknown amongst us. 

What do we see? Wherever we may look we behold the real 
enemies of our country massing together. Atheism, and with it 
socialism, are steadily and stealthily undermining the very pillars 
upon which civilized society rests. It is at least a remarkable co- 
incidence that we find Protestantism allied with these forces that 
have the overthrow of all lawful society as their object. Is it merely 
coincidence? The combination takes place too regularly to make one 
think so. 

What are our Catholic men doing to counteract this diabolical al- 
liance of infidelity and bigotry? What has been done amounts 
about to hardly anything. Why not take a lesson from the children 
of the world? 

Is a Catholic party in Congress necessary? Notas yet. We may 
be driven to such a step later in very self-defense; but as yet it 
will not be necessary if we only observe the tactics of bigots, who 
see no need of organizing a Protestant party. That we must be 
united as one man on some questions ought to be plain enough for 
any one of us. 

Our holy Church is a leader that knows no real defeat. We have 
by far the best weapon—truth—yet we hesitate to use that weapon, 
for fear that it might hurt the feelings of those who are not of our 
faith, as though they ever scrupled about hurting our feelings. We 
have books and papers of all kinds that give the Catholic side of 
every controversy and on every mooted subject. But where there 
are ten Catholic books sold there will be sold a hundred anti- 
Catholic books ; where we sell a hundred copies of a Catholic news- 
papers our enemies will sell thousands of their infamous, slanderous 
sheets; where we put one lecturer in the field, anti-Catholic so- 
cieties will place a dozen. We have the books and the papers and 
the lecturers, but we do not pay any attention to them. Catholic 
books and papers are sold at so reasonable a price that the poorest 
man can buy them—yet, these books and papers go begging for 
buyers. If our Catholic publishing houses and lecture bureaus 
would be better patronized we could do a great deal more good; 
but, alas and alack, they lack the support of their own people. Al- 
though we are numerically stronger than any of our Protestant 
denominations we fall far behind them when it is a question of 
financial support. Look at the table in the dwelling room of our 
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modern Catholic homes! You will find all kinds of monthly maga- 
zines except the Catholic magazines; any amount of daily papers 
but never a Catholic paper; all sorts of popular fiction—and not 
the best authors at that—but never a book by a Catholic writer. A 
copy of the Catholic Bible, the lives of saints, “The Following of 
Christ,” books of instruction such as, “The Faith of Our Fathers,” 
are out of fashion. On the walls not a single picture of a sacred 
subject, the picture of Christ, a crucifix, a Madonna. These pic- 
tures, too, have gone out of style. Need we wonder why Catholics 
are not united? Understand, once and for all, that there should 
be Catholic books and papers and magazines in your home. Let it 
be understood, once and for all, that they should be placed where 
your children can see and read them. If the greatest artists the 
world ever knew thought it worth their while to make pictures of 
sacred subjects, do not think for a moment that your homes will 
suffer in beauty if you have etchings or prints of these masterpieces 
on your walls. 

It is not that we are unable to support Catholic enterprises, we 
have simply depended upon others to do what each one of us should 
have done without being told about it. 

Where is our united Catholic manhood, that will forget party 
lines in order to stand by one another through thick and thin? We 
all realize that such a condition would be a great benefit for all of 
us; yet we have left it to others, depending upon someone else to do 
for us what we should have done for one another. We see other 
denominations united and we must admit that as yet we have failed to 
learn from the children of the world. Is it not high time for us 
to learn the lesson of unity, of sticking together? We have an old 
saying: “God helps them that help themselves.” No wonder we 
have become a joke among our political friends and enemies; we 
have failed to help ourselves, we have failed to assert our rights, 
and we get exactly what we deserve—the ridicule of our enemies. 

Have we Catholics ever said we will not vote for a candidate be- 
cause he is a Methodist, or Presbyterian? We never expect a po- 
litical candidate to undergo a religious test. Then why should others 
ask us about our faith? If we do not vote for a candidate, it is 
never on religious grounds that we oppose him, but for reasons of 
fitness or policy. If we know a man is competent and honest he 
gets our vote, no matter what his religious convictions may be; if he 
is dishonest and incompetent he should not be entitled to any sup- 
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port, no matter what his religion may be. Even if a Catholic as- 
pirant for any public office is known to be dishonest or incompetent 
do not vote for him. It were far better to have no Catholic office 
holder than to have one of whom every honest man, no matter 
what his religious convictions, must feel ashamed. Unfortunately 
there are here and there Catholic office-holders whose reputation 
for honesty, competency and fitness is blackened. Catholic men 
should be the first to oust such unworthy men from office. Your 
own feeling of honesty should compel you to send such unworthy 
men back to private life. 

If a Catholic candidate is worthy of popular support forget all 
party lines and vote for him. Let the Guardians of Bigotry and 
Knights of Hell rave all they want, stand by your man and see to 
it that all men who love honor and fair play will stand by you, as 
you will stand by them. 

If any legislation is contemplated that might in any way injure 
your rights, do not wait for others to do your protesting or fighting ; 
do it yourselves. 

Be posted in all matters of legislation, state or national, that you 
may always know what to say and do. When matters are pro- 
posed in state or national politics that are unfair, like church taxa- 
tion and so forth, speak up! Write to your congressmen and sena- 
tors. Others do it when things come up that do not suit them; why 
should you be silent? Silence, you know, means consent. 

It will be an easy matter for you to post yourselves about the 
Catholic viewpoint on questions of the day if you take enough time 
and interest to read Catholic papers, magazines, and books. 

It is up to you, Catholic men, to do your duty, to show a solid 
and united front to our religious enemies. You are not begging for 
favors, you simply demand the rights which our constitution pledges 
alike to all. 








PASTORAL PART 





ANALECTA 





NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 
AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


From the Acts of Benedict XV.: 

Motu Proprio—Allocution given at the recent elevation 
of the new Cardinals, Letters of congratulation to various 
Cardinals and Bishops. Special letter to the heads of the 
Society of the Propagation of the Faith in Lyons and Paris, 


From the Congregation of the Holy Office: 

Decree reaffirming the prohibition against publishing ar- 
ticles, books, etc., on the subject of “The Secret of La 
Salette.” Any priest who violates this decree is to be sus- 
pended; any lay person is to be refused the Sacraments. 
This decree reenforces that of Leo XIII. and that of Urban 
VIII., forbidding publications of religious articles, books, 
etc., without the permission of the Ordinary. 

Privileges granted to military chaplains during the war 
are extended to chaplains of all the belligerent nations. 


From the Congregation of Rites: 

The prayers ordered by Leo XIII. are still to be said 
after Mass. 

Decree of Beatification and Canonization of Venerable 
John Baptist, a Burgundian priest of the order of Friars 
Minor.—Decree of introduction of the cause of John 
Baptist Stoeger of the Congregation of our Holy Re- 
deemer. 


From the Congregation of Ecclesiastical Affairs: 
Extension of the rights and powers of the Ordinary of 
the Belgian army. 


From the Sacred Penitentiary: 

War zone faculties are to be used for the faithful of the 
civil population only when it is difficult for them to receive 
the Sacraments from a priest approved by the Ordinary. 
Army priests should seek approbation for confessions of 
the faithful from the local Ordinary. 
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CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 
CRYSTAL GAZING 


Recently I discovered that two of my friends have for some 
time past been in the habit of attending séances at which crystal 
gazing was a regular feature. I was greatly shocked at the dis- 
covery because both are otherwise good Catholics, and are frequent 
recipients of the Sacraments. Upon broaching the matter I was 
more shocked when informed that they had been told that they 
could without sin keep up their visitation of the house of the 
séances. I insisted that their action could not from the standpoint 
of morals be defended. I bluntly stated that they were guilty of 
sin. Am I right in my contention? 

Answer.—Crystal gazing is to be reckoned as one of the forms 
of divination. It is a superstitious practice and as such is an in- 
fraction of the First Commandment. The malice of the sin is in 
this that the devil is called upon to give his aid in the acquisition of 
knowledge that is secret or hidden. That the devil does help be- 
times is beyond cavil. Perhaps no mention is made of the devil’s 
name, but the very use of such inadequate means to come to a 
knowledge of what is occult, means which have no natural connec- 
tion with the end in view, and which have not been sanctioned by 
God, is tantamount to a call upon the prince of evil. Such action 
is necessarily sinful and grievously so. God is insulted by such 
friendly intercourse with one who is His enemy, and who has no 
power except that which is permitted him by God. Our Creator 
is the keeper of the secrets of the past, present and future, whether 
of the human heart or of nature. The crystal gazer ignores the 
God of all knowledge and seeks aid from him whose great desire 
and constant effort is to displace God in the hearts of men. He 
will help man to reach the forbidden, if man will help him to 
unthrone God. Hence there is entailed a form of devil-worship 
in this evil practice which makes it abominable in the sight of the 
all-wise and all-holy God. Scripture says “the Lord abhorreth all 
these things”; so that we must conclude that a penitent cannot be 
absolved who refuses to give up what is so sinful, and which ex- 
perience proves is so full of danger to a Christian’s faith. It is 
difficult to explain how any one with a knowledge of his religion 
could tell these divinizers that they could continue their evil-doings 
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without falling into sin. Of course if they are not serious believers 
in the fruitfulness of this uncanny means of attaining knowledge, 
or attend merely out of idle curiosity or as a pastime or a joke, 
they are to be excused from mortal sin, but not from venial sin. 
However, even in this event we must take into account the danger 
of scandal, which is great if their habit is known, and, what is of 
more importance, the risk they run of suffering shipwreck in their 
faith, for, as the wise Augustine once said, the devil is pleased to 
tempt men to seek the occult so that “they may become more curious 
and get themselves more tangled in the manifold snares of per- 
nicious error.” .You are certainly right in your contention. 














